
Bell-ringing Contest 
 

 

A major bell-ringing competition will be held at this church on Saturday, 28th March, 2020, with 

ringing from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm.  It is one of three Eliminators for the National 12-bell Striking 

Contest.  The other two will be in Aston Parish Church and Chester Cathedral.  Please see 

http://www.12bell.org.uk/ for more information. 

 

Six top bands (from Birmingham, Cambridge, Hursley, Ipswich, St Paul's Cathedral, Southwark) 

will be taking part, of which three will go through to the final to be held in Sheffield Cathedral on 

Saturday 20th June.   

 

 

Notes for Visiting Ringers: 
 
Welcome to Walsall’s wonderful bells at St Matthew's!  We hope you have an enjoyable time 

ringing here and meeting other ringers on the Eliminator day. 

 
 
Transport 
 

Public transport is recommended.  

 

The railway station is about 10 - 15 minutes walk away.  Exit the station and walk towards the main 

shopping street and turn right.  You will see the spire in front of you up the hill. 

 

The X51 bus from Birmingham is a very good service; alight at the Six Ways stop, which will be 

announced.  Walk behind the bus stop and turn right up the hill.  At the top, turn right under the 

archway.  About 5 minutes walk. 

 

Parking is limited; we can accommodate a few cars for people with limited mobility by the church.  

Others may be accommodated in a small car park nearby.  On the contest date, however, other space 

will be at a premium - the shoppers are out in force! 

 

A map of the area is at https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/osm.php?lat=52.58232&lon=-1.97751.  The 

postcode is WS1 3DG. 

 
 
Food and Drink 
 

We will be providing breakfast baps, then a selection of hot and cold food, tea and cakes, as well as 

beer and cider within the church throughout the day -  proceeds will be split between the church and 

tower. 

  

In addition, there are 3 pubs less than 5 minutes' walk away: 

 

The Black Country Arms is down Church Hill (the cobbled steep road), beyond the pedestrian lights 

- you will have passed it if you came by train.  It often has 16 real ales on offer, mostly Black 

Country brews, as you might expect. 

 

http://www.12bell.org.uk/
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/osm.php?lat=52.58232&lon=-1.97751


The Linden House Hotel is also down Church Hill but you turn right after crossing the pedestrian 

lights – you may have spotted on the way up it if you came by train.  It has a good but smaller 

selection. 

 

The Wheatsheaf is down Birmingham Street.  Go through the archway at the end of St Matthew’s 

Close and turn left - you will have passed it if you came by bus.  It usually has several well-kept 

beers. 

 

 

Things to do in Walsall 
 
If you’d like a little time out for yourself or the family, you could try: 

- the Gala Baths (which, unusually, also has a very warm brine pool) 

- the Arboretum (which has a lake to feed the ducks and swans, a children’s play area, pleasant 

walks, and a cafe) 

- the first-class Art Gallery, notable for the Epstein bronze busts and the Garman-Ryan collection 

- the Leather Museum  

 

 
Sunday Ringing: 
 

If you are staying over after the contest, we would be delighted to see you at 9:45 in the tower. 

Other Sunday ringing is available at nearby towers – details will be added nearer the time. 

 
 
Details of the bells: 
 

There are 12 bells (tenor 25-2-18) cast by John Taylor & Co in 1928, with a sharp 2nd cast in 1981, 

also by Taylors.  Full details can be seen in 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?DoveID=WALSALL.  Practice night is Wednesday.  

 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?DoveID=WALSALL

