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St. Matthew’s Verse for the Year 2019.                                                
We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his 
power, and the wonders he has done.      Psalm 78:4  
 
Sunday 1st December: Advent Sunday 
Loving Father, we thank you for your constant love. Help us to put you at the 
centre of all our celebrations. As we prepare to celebrate your birth, at this 
very commercial time of the year, help us to remember that you are the real 
meaning of Christmas and that by sending your son to live amongst us, you 
showed us how much you really love us. We thank you, for this wonderful gift 
and as we celebrate His birthday, help us to think of Him as we give and 
receive gifts. Help us, Lord, to fill this Christmas with you and with your love, 
peace and joy. Thank you for being with us now and always. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Spout Lane 
 
Monday 2nd December: Standing Committee Meeting 
Dear Lord, we pray for all those attending the Standing Committee Meeting 
tonight and ask that you be with them as they meet to plan ahead for St 
Matthews in 2020. Please give them your wisdom and may any decisions 
they make be in accordance with your will.  We thank you Lord for their 
dedication. Help us to appreciate their commitment and the time they give up 
to help run our church. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Milton Street 
 
Tuesday 3rd December: For all those who are lonely.    
Dear Father, we know how much you love and care for us all. Please be with 
all those people who are on their own, feeling lonely or missing loved ones at 
this time of the year. We know that Christmas is a time when families get 
together and for these people life can be especially difficult and make them 
feel even more isolated. Help us to be aware of any people in this position 
and to show them that we do care for them and offer them our friendship and 
support. Amen.   
Please pray for the residents of Junction Street 
 
 
 



Wednesday 4th December: Last Week of Alpha Course and Bible Study 
Dear Father, we ask for your blessing on each person who has attended our 
Alpha Course. As this course finishes tonight, we pray that all who attended 
are still eager to learn more about you and that their faith is growing. Help 
them to find the answers they seek and, by reading the bible regularly and 
praying, come to know you better and how important you can be in their lives.  
We also pray for the Bible Study Group that meets each week in Church. 
Amen.   
Please pray for the residents of South Street Gardens 
 
Thursday 5th December: Deanery Advent Reflection Service, Town 
Centre Ministries School Christmas Concert and OWLS lunch 
Loving Lord, on this busy day in our church and community, we thank you 
that there is so much activity in our area, that we can attend and support and 
in so doing join others in glorifying your name. Please be with all those 
involved so that all these events run smoothly and we pray that all who attend 
the lunch will enjoy the time spent together in fellowship. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Thorpe Road 
 
Friday 6th December: Clergy and Publicity. 
Dear Father, at this busy time of the year we pray especially for Jim and all 
the others who lead or help with services at St Matthews. Please give him the 
strength and energy to conduct all the extra services that take place at this 
time. May his words reach out to people who only attend our services at 
Christmas that they might wish to learn more about you Lord and want to 
attend other services.  Please help these people to take the first step. We 
also pray that our publicity will be effective as it is delivered to homes in our 
parish and that many of the people who read it will wish to celebrate your 
birth with us here in St Matthews. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Arundel Street 
 
Saturday 7th December: Wedding Enquiries 
Almighty God, we thank you for all those couples who have been married at 
St Matthews and pray that you are still walking with them in their lives 
together. As more couple seek to be married in our church, we pray that you 
will guide and nurture them as they plan their weddings and futures together, 
Amen    
Please pray for the residents of Windsor Street 
 



Sunday 8th December: Trust         
Loving Father, our lives are full of good intentions as we plan to spend more 
time in your presence in prayer and reading your word.  However, we do not 
always do as we plan and we do not think of you as often as we ought.  Help 
us to be more humble and to not think we can do it all on our own. We need 
to put our trust in you and to allow you to fashion our lives and direct us in the 
direction you wish us to follow. Amen      
Please pray for the residents of Brookhouse Road 
 
Monday, 9th. December: Play and Pray. 
Dear Father, we give thanks for this new Bible study group that has come 
together for the babies to play and interact with each other, while the Mums 
are able to read and reflect on Bible passages. We pray for your blessing 
upon them. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Cornwall Road 
 
Tuesday, 10th. December: Victims of Domestic Abuse. 
Loving Father, we pray for your protection around those who suffer domestic 
abuse, often women and children, who have to flee the family home for fear 
of harm both physically and mentally. We pray for the refuges in Walsall that 
offer a safe haven and staff who reach out with love and support. May they, 
with this help, be able to rebuild their lives without fear and know of your love 
Lord. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Edinburgh Road 
 
Wednesday, 11th.December: Mayfield Carol Service. Hydesville     
                                                 Christmas Service. 
Father, as these two schools come into St Matthew’s Church today and 
tomorrow to share with family and friends the good news of your Son’s birth 
through songs and prayers, we too pray that they will feel and understand the 
significance of this wonderful event. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Orwell Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, 12th. December: General Election Voting Day.  
Almighty Father, guide our judgment today that it may be based on facts 
rather than fears; on the public good rather than personal benefit; on 
generosity rather than greed; on a vision for the future rather than nostalgia. 
Make us open-hearted and give us wisdom, love and courage as we make 
our choice and help us to have hope and vision so we may find ways to 
flourish and grow whatever the outcome. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Boscobel Road 
                                               
Friday, 13th. December: Signs For Worship Service. 
Loving Father, we give thanks for the work of Colin and this group who 
worship you through sign language. As it opens up the accessibility for those 
with hearing disabilities to know and understand your love for them and 
enables us to welcome them into our church community. May this service be 
an uplifting experience for all who are there. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Princes Avenue 
 
Saturday, 14th. December: Town Centre. 
Father, we ask that as people go about their weekly and Christmas shopping 
down in the centre of Walsall they will lift up their eyes to see St Matthew’s 
Church standing high on Church Hill. May they feel your presence and love 
radiating out over and through the town. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of The Crescent 
 
Sunday, 15th. December: Advent 
Loving Father, create in us this Advent a sense of your presence; a 
knowledge of you love; a certainty of your hope and an understanding of your 
promise. Shine a light in our lives to expose our failings; to highlight our 
penitence; to renew our faith and to prepare us for the coming of your Son, as 
John the Baptist did. Amen.  
Please pray for the residents of Magdalene Rd 
 
Monday 16th December: Our new curate  
Please Lord be with Joe, who is to be our new curate, as he finishes the final 
phase of his training before joining us in July.  We thank you that you have 
called him to a ministry with us, we pray that we will welcome him and his 
family, and we ask that you will bless his time here. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Keble Grove 
 



Tuesday, 17th December: Church staff  
Dear God, as we enter such a busy phase in our church’s year, we pray for 
all of those who are involved in running the services – for Jim, for the 
wardens, for the musicians, the cleaners, the technicians, the signers, those 
who provide refreshments, those who work with our children and so on.  We 
thank you so much that they give so freely of their time, skills and energies, 
and we pray that, through all the activity and effort, they will be able to 
experience the Christmas joy. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of St Catharine’s Close 
 
Wednesday, 18th December: Carol singing at the Rugby Club 
Thank you Lord for this wonderful opportunity to sing carols at the Rugby 
Club. We ask you will bless this occasion – may it be a fun time and yet a 
time when the real meaning of Christmas can be made clear to all who are 
there. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of New College Close 
 
Thursday, 19th December:  Blue Coat Academy Governors 
We pray dear Lord for today’s meeting of the Academy Governors.  Please 
guide them in their deliberations, so that they may make wise and godly 
decisions concerning the running of the school. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Road  
 
Friday, 20th December: Federation, Academy & Little Monkeys Carol 
Service 
We give thanks that so many groups can use our church to celebrate the 
Christmas story.  Today we pray that the Blue Coat Federation, the Academy 
and the Little Monkeys Nursery will each have special services at St 
Matthews, in which, amidst all the fun, the message of Christmas will be 
celebrated. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Close 
 
Saturday, 21st December. 
What can I give him, poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man I would do my part.  Yet what can I give him – give my 
heart 
Dear Lord, amidst all the celebrations this year may we respond anew to the 
wonderful gift you gave us in Jesus. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Gardens 



 
Sunday, 22nd December: Today’s services 
Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing all ye citizens of Heaven above 
We pray dear Lord for or services today, and especially for the Carol Service.  
We ask that all who come, whether they be deeply committed Christians or 
those on the fringes of the faith, may realise afresh the wonderful meaning of 
the Christmas story, and its deep relevance to them. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Highgate Road 
 
Monday, 23rd December: Peace in Walsall 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; Beneath the 
angels’ strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong. And man at war with 
man hears not the love-song which they bring. O hush the noise, ye men of 
strife, and hear the angels sing. 
Dear God, we pray for those in Walsall who cause fear, or who hurt or abuse 
others.  We ask that they will, this year, be touched by the Christmas 
message of peace.  We pray too for those who suffer – that they may feel 
your peace on them and around them.  And finally, help us to be beacons for 
you in our daily lives so that whoever we meet will see your love and peace 
shining out of us.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Highgate Avenue 
 
Tuesday, 24th December: Crib Service. 
Dear Lord, we give thanks for this service and for all those who help, and 
especially Sara who organises this wonderful start to Christmas. We ask that 
all those attending this service will have their hearts touched as they watch 
this much loved story unfold. May eyes be open to see You and ears open to 
your message and may this be an encounter which will continue, with You in 
all their lives. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Avion Close 
 
Wednesday, 25th December: The Wonder of Your Presence. 
Your birth is a sign of new hope, a new beginning for us all, a sign that you 
wish to draw a line under our past failings, that you are ready to forgive and 
are always there to take away the darkness in the world. May the wonder of 
your presence, the thought of your being with us, light up our hearts and 
minds, scattering the darkness to bring us blessing of your love this 
Christmas and always. Amen (Prayer Trust) 
Please pray for the residents of Follyhouse Lane 



 
Thursday, 26th December: The Christmas Season. 
Father, you came among us as the light for the whole world. With your birth 
you shed the glorious light of your presence upon us; you came into our midst 
and joined the human family. We ask you now this Christmas to shed that 
same light upon us all, to guide and protect us and to keep us all from harm. 
We pray that we will be guided by your eternal light now and always. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Vincent Street 
 
Friday, 27th December: Those Homeless and Lonely. 
Dear Lord, We think of all those people who are unable to be with their loved 
ones for whatever reason this Christmas. We pray that circumstances will 
change and new opportunities arise. We pray that the relevant people will 
come into these situations and solutions be found. Lord of all watch over the 
hungry, the scared, the homeless and the unloved. Let your divine love touch 
hearts this Christmas. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Fair Field Mount 
 
Saturday 28th December: The Joy of The Festive Season. 
You came into this world to share your love with us, to share in our sorrows 
and struggles and to heal all the pain and hurt that comes our way in life. 
Lord heal our hurts, our sorrows, and help us to cope with all the strains and 
stresses that come with Christmas. Come Lord share your love with us so we 
can know in our hearts the real joy of Christmas. Amen (PrayerTrust) 
Please pray for the residents of Belvidere Road 
 
Sunday, 29th December. A Prayer for Ones Departed. 
Father, Christmas is a time for sharing with family and friends and getting 
together. It is also a time of sadness as we remember those who are no 
longer with us to share this precious time. We pray for all those who are no 
longer here with us that you hold them in your care, that they can share your 
presence even as we miss them so much. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Jesson Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday, 30th December: ‘Wishing You Grace and Peace from God’. 
May this Christmas season bring us grace and peace and abundant 
blessings from the Lord so we may enjoy health and well being; be able to 
face the challenges of the coming year, find patience in adversity, experience 
hope in our heart, and enjoy the joy of knowing that the Lord is always there 
for us to rely on. Amen 
Please pray for Jim and Priscilla and all that visit The Rectory. 
 
Tuesday 31st December: The New Year. 
Dear Father, as we start the New Year we pray for our world in these troubled 
times, with the constant worry of climate change, wars and the uncertainty for 
the future when the innocent suffer. Father help us to feel the assurance of 
your love to comfort and sustain us. Bless our world, bless our nation, bless 
all those in authority and power and for your love for mankind shine out from 
all. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Sandymount Road 
 
 


