
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Matthew’s Church – Worshipping God; Equipping his people 

Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall. 

 

Prayer Diary 

  January 2020    



St. Matthew’s Verse for the Year 2020.                                                
We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his 
power, and the wonders he has done.      Psalm 78:4  
 
Wednesday, 1st January: New Year 
Dear Father, today as a new decade commences, we pray that 2020 will be a 
year of peace. You are a God of peace and we ask you to be with all the 
world leaders. Grant them wisdom and guidance in all their decisions and by 
your holy spirit enables the nations of the world to live together in harmony. 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. We also 
pray for all those starting the year with burdens or worries and ask that they 
will find refreshment, peace and the strength to continue with you beside 
them. Please give us the courage to trust you in all that we do. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Emery Street 
 
Thursday, 2nd January: OWLS Group 
Lord Jesus, as meetings resume after the holiday, we pray for all those 
attending this group today. We thank you for the support the members give to 
each other and for the new friendships that have been forged as members 
meet, spend time together and so get to know each other better. We give 
thanks to you for the gift of Anne and for her dedication and love that she 
shares with all the OWLS members.   Amen.  
Please pray for the residents of Emery Close 
 
Friday, 3rd January: Doing the Impossible. 
Dear Lord, we know that with you beside us anything is possible. We thank 
you for the faiths of Elizabeth and Mary as they were told by the angel 
Gabriel that they were to bear children. Help us not to doubt your ability to do 
great things through us and to put our complete trust in you and to listen to 
you when you seek to direct our lives onto a path you wish us to follow. 
Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of The Pines 
 
 
 
 



Saturday, 4th January: Together 2020 Celebrations 
Dear Father, we ask for your blessing on each person who is involved and 
attends this Celebration today. As the church of the Black Country meets in a 
demonstration of strength and unity to celebrate what you are doing through 
our togetherness across our region, help us to imagine, together, just what 
else you can do if we stand and work as one. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Lysways Street 
 
Sunday, 5th January: St Matthew’s Church 
Holy Father, as we attend services today, let the peace of our church 
surround us as we pray. Let the hurry and worry of life fall away from us. We 
are all your children and know you love us and care for us. You are here with 
us now and always. Help us to speak to you thoughtfully and to allow time for 
you to speak to us. Lord, you know how busy we are and if we forget you, we 
know that you will not forget us. Amen.  
Please pray for the residents of New Hall Street 
 
Monday, 6th January: Back to Normal, Staff Meeting & PCC Meeting 
Dear Lord, as the children return to school and many return to work after the 
holiday, we pray that the joy of Christmas will remain with them all as life 
returns to normal. The gift of your son, who took away the burden of all our 
sins, should give us hope and security as we lead our daily lives. You are 
always with us, not just at Christmas and care so much for each and every 
one of us. Please help us to remember that always – not just at Christmas. 
Please be with all these attending meeting today and guide them as they 
consider the issues facing our church and help them to see clearly the path 
you wish to see them to follow.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Orlando Close 
 
Tuesday, 7th January: For Strength and Courage   
Dear Lord, we pray today for all who are without faith, hope or love. We pray 
for those who are sick, desperate or bereaved and for those who care for 
them and seek to bring them relief from their suffering. Give them the 
strength and courage to carry on, and hope for the future.  We pray especially 
for all those known to us who are in special need of our prayers. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Bath Street 
 
 
 



Wednesday 8th January: Cluster Church Meeting & Bible Course.  
Dear Father, please bless all the other clergy in our cluster group as they 
meet tonight. May each church and committee member help and support 
each other. Please guide them in all the decisions they make and that with 
your help your church in Walsall will grow stronger in both faith and in 
numbers. We also ask you to bless our new Bible Course that starts tonight 
so that many attend and enjoy spending their time studying your words. 
Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Hanch Place 
 
Thursday, 9th. January: Town Centre Ministries meeting. 
We give thanks for the Town Centre Ministry and for all it does to ensure a 
united Christian presence in the centre of Walsall. Father, as it meets today 
please give its members wisdom and vision so they can ensure this ministry 
continues in a fresh and meaningful way.    Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Dandy's Walk 
 
Friday, 10th. January: Blue Coat Festival Meeting.  
Dear Father, today we thank you for all our Blue Coat Schools and for the 
important part they play in the life of our community and church. Each year 
the Festival is a showcase for the work that goes on in these schools, and as 
people attend the exhibition, it brings new people into our church. Please be 
with all those involved in planning this festival and fill them with all the 
enthusiasm, inspiration and energy they will need at this time. Amen     
Church Weekend Away. Father, as members of our church travel to Quinta 
Hall this evening we pray for safe journeys and arrivals. As everyone settles 
in to their accommodation may the coming together for worship and 
opportunity to meet the guest speakers for the weekend, John and Sue 
Coyne, set the tone for the weekend. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Barleyfields Road 
 
Saturday, 11th. January: Church Weekend Away. 
Father, after refreshing sleep may all those who are taking part in the 
weekend away find the sessions of worship and talks led by John bring new 
understandings of how You are working in our lives today. May the activities 
and exercising in the pool or walking in the beautiful Welsh Boarders 
countryside prepare all for a follow up evening of worship. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Hope Street 
 



Sunday, 12th. January: Services at St Matthew’s after the Church 
Weekend Away. 
Father, we pray that the different types of worship at St Matthew’s enable all 
who come into the church an opportunity to meet with you through song, 
prayer and word. Lift our hearts and voices in praise and thanks that you are 
by our side. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of St Michael's Street 
 
Monday, 13th. January: Play and Play. 
Father, we pray to you in support of this new group of mothers and careers 
who meet on a Monday morning to study the Bible, to pray together and 
share time with babies and toddlers in your presence. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Bath Road 
 
Tuesday, 14th. January: Places of Worship. 
Father, we thanks to the dedicated members of St Matthew’s who open up 
the church each week to welcome visitors in. Whenever the church doors are 
open people enter, some to admire the building, some to have a quiet time of 
prayer or chat but we pray that all will leave having felt your love. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Little London 
 
Wednesday, 15th. January: Palfrey School Visit. 
We welcome, Father, the pupils from one of our nearby multi-faith schools 
into St Matthew’s to experience and understanding the worship we offer to 
your son Jesus through the reading of your word, singing and the rituals of 
baptism and communion.  Amen 
Bible Course Week 2. May all those who have committed to this course 
begin to have a clearer understand of how the books of the Bible form one 
big story. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Sandwell Street 
 
Thursday 16th January:  Zimbabwe 
We give thanks Lord that through all the tumult in this country the projects 
that Paul and Lesley Evans started in their mission work there continue to 
progress and be a witness to your love.  We pray for all Christians in that 
country, that they may act in a way that glorifies you through the troubles 
around. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of West Bromwich Street 
 



Friday, 17th January: Our witness in troubled times  
And though these are days of great trial, of famine and darkness and sword, 
still, we are a voice in the desert crying ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord’. 
Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Caldmore Green 
 
Saturday, 18th January: Cluster churches 
We pray for the cluster of churches of which we are apart. Please support the 
leaders and members of St John’s, St Martin’s, St Paul’s and St Luke’s, and 
make it clear to them how they can best serve the people to whom they 
minister. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Caldmore Road 
 
Sunday, 19th January:  Today’s services 
As we gather today to worship in our various services, we pray dear Lord that 
you will be there in the midst of us, and may our music, our prayers, our 
teaching and our fellowship be pleasing to you.  We pray too for those of our 
fellowship who cannot be with us today.  We ask that you are with them, and, 
although apart, may they feel part of the family of St Matthews. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Grove Terrace  
 
Monday, 20th January: Staff Team meeting / Leadership team 
We remember those who have the responsibility for running our church. We 
give thanks for the staff, for their dedication and commitment, and we pray 
they will be refreshed by today’s team meeting. We pray as well for the 
Leadership Team. May its members be given Godly wisdom in their 
discussions and decisions. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of New Street 
 
Tuesday, 21st January: Night Shelter. Ongoing prayer for January and 
February. 
Father, we pray for your love and protection over all involved in the Night 
Shelter as service users and volunteers.  Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Hill Street 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, 22nd January: Federation Governors Curriculum meeting 
Thank you God for those who have given of their time and skills to be a 
governor. As they meet tonight, please bless them and help them to ensure 
that, despite all the pressures on schools at the moment, the Academy 
continues to have you at the centre. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Bullocks Row 
 
Thursday, 23rd January: New Wine Network Leaders meeting 
We give thanks for the wonderful work of New Wine, and the way it 
challenges people spiritually and helps them to grow in faith. We pray that in 
today’s meeting the leaders will be given a new vision to keep New Wine 
fresh and relevant in the months and years ahead.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Town Hill 
 
Friday, 24th January: Stand Firm. 
‘By faith ...he endured, as seeing him who is invisible’ (Hebrews 11:27). 
Father as this year progresses help us to remember that You are always with 
us. In times of trouble...You are there, in good times...You are there. May we 
stand firm when our enemies seem to prosper, when the wicked seem to be 
winning. You are an amazing God who knows us and loves us and no one 
can take that away.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of St Matthew's Close 
 
Saturday, 25th January: Ethical Use of Money Lecture. 
Father we pray for all those attending this lecture today and pray that they will 
in turn share their knowledge with us. Father help us to remember that before 
we try and climb the ladder of success that we make sure it is leaning against 
the right wall. Help us to remember that your will should always be paramount 
to what we do and to include you in all our decisions especially where money 
and its use is concerned. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Upper Rushall Street 
 
Sunday, 26th January: Baptism Service. 
Dear Lord, We give thanks for Esmae and for her parents Jamie & Lottie for 
bringing her today for baptism. Lord we pray that this service will touch all 
those present and may You continue to grow in their hearts. Please bless the 
life of Esmae and may she come to know you and grow ever closer to you as 
her life pans out. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Dudley Street 



 
Monday, 27th January: Pastoral Care Meeting. 
Father, thank you for all those on St Matthew’s Pastoral Team, for the time 
they give in serving their brothers and sisters in so many ways. We pray that 
you will open their hearts, eyes and mouths to what is happening around 
them and make them aware of what you want them to do, to continue to show 
your love for one and all.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Birmingham Road 
 
Tuesday 28th January: St Matthew’s Centre. 
Dear Lord, We give thanks for our church centre and for Adrian and Kirsten. 
Lord we give thanks that so many groups use this as a meeting place, for 
worship, for community groups, and many other activities. We pray that more 
enquiries will be made for bookings and finances will be met. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Jesson Close 
 
Wednesday, 29th January. Federation Governors / Bible Course week 3 
Father we pray for the federation governors that their vision is from you and 
as decisions are made that you are firmly at the centre of them. We pray also 
for the bible course that has been running and for all those who have been 
attending. Help us all to have you firmly at the centre of our lives and 
whatever we are doing we include you. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Freer Street 
 
Thursday, 30th January: Sons of Pitches Concert. 
We pray for the workshop that has been held throughout the day for Blue 
Coat students and for the concert given tonight. We give thanks for the 
talents of these young musicians and for their ability to share their knowledge 
and love of music to others. May all those attending the concert tonight be 
touched by their surroundings, the music and You. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Sutton Rd 
 
Friday 31st January: Finance Committee Meeting. 
Father we ask for your Holy Spirit to be present at this meeting. Help us all to 
become cheerful givers and continue to support the work of the church. We 
pray that you will enlighten those present as to areas where giving can be 
increased and ears will be ready to hear and take action accordingly. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Small Street 


