
 

Bulletin from St Matthew’s Walsall 
Sunday 17th May 2020 

(This bulletin also includes some highlights from the past week’s 
online bulletins) 

We’ve paused our services but we haven’t stopped 
 

St Matthew’s Church:  
Worshipping God; Equipping his people;  

Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall 
 
 

 

Prayer requests 
Please pray for those who are involved in the counselling and pastoral support for the frontline workers.  
Please pray for Mark Desorgher, Ken, and Laura.  Please also remember the family and friends of Miriam 
Edwards, Barbara Holder and Fred Slater. 
 

Please also pray for all those diagnosed with Covid-19 and those looking after them.   
 
Sad news 
We are sad to hear that Miriam Edwards died last night after a battle with cancer. Miriam, along with her 
husband Michael, have been long time, much loved members of St Matthew's church. Please pray for her 
family, for Michael and their children Liz, David and Jonathan and their families. 
 
Funerals 
Barbara Holder’s funeral will be at 1pm on Thursday 21st May.  Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, these 
funerals will only be attended by very close family.  If you would like a simple reflection service sheet to say 
at home at the appropriate time, please contact Jim.  You can also say the prayer below or light a virtual 
candle at https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/light-candle 
 

Dear God,  
Thank you for [name] and for all they meant to me and to others. I so wanted to say goodbye, to be 
alongside my friends and family. Help me to know that you are there, holding all my hopes, holding 
all I love, especially [name] and holding me this day. Be close with your peace and hope. Amen. 

 
This week’s Money Question 
These weekly questions are to help families and friends talk more about a Christian perspective on money. 
Today’s question is: “Does having less money make you closer to God or trust hum more?” 
 
Hello! 
So that we can remember what each other look like, and so that we can keep in touch with one another as 
a worshipping community, we would love it if you and your household could record a short video saying 
'hello' and perhaps giving a short update on how your doing.  We'd love to see and hear from you, so if 
you're up for it please send your videos to Anna Tomkinson, one of our church wardens.  If you don’t have 
access to the internet, please let Jim know and he will arrange for someone to come and stand outside 
your front door and film your “hello” from a suitable distance. 
 

We hope to share some of the videos during our online Sunday service. 



Sunday sermon – Listen on the phone! 
Anyone can now listen to our latest Sunday sermon and Bible readings by using our new dedicated phone 
number 01922 664606.  Please do pass on our dedicated phone number to people who haven't got 
internet access.  The cost is the same as that for a local call if you live in Walsall (or free if you have 
inclusive calls).  The sermon will be updated to the Sunday service each week.  Please be aware that 
occasionally there may be a long pause of up to 20 seconds before the audio recording. 
 

 

Free online gardening sessions on Zoom 
Thanks to Awards for All funding, Caldmore Community Garden have been able to link up with 
experienced horticulturalists and wildlife specialists to deliver informal (yet informative!), free online 
sessions on Zoom. Join us if you can and share it with your friends. 
 

Gardening for Wildlife - Thursday 28th May 12.00 - 1.30pm 
Ever wanted to know what some of those wee critters you come across in the garden are? 
Wondered what they do - should you squish them or leave well alone? Or wanted to encourage 
birds, bees and butterflies instead of rats, marauding pigeons and next door's cat? Sally 
Cunningham will reveal (almost) all about garden wildlife... 
 

Sally has been a professional gardener for over 40 years, the last 20-odd of them working with 
Garden Organic... so whatever your horticultural problem is, she has probably seen it - or known 
somebody who has! She is also a wildlife recorder in my spare time, with a passion for creepy 
crawlies and growing unusual veg. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82307195566?pwd=UkxTaVYycy80N0FNQWRoREU0eWtjZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 823 0719 5566       Password: 049859 

 

 
 

Key Contacts: 
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, email – rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606 
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): email - prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909, email - safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Online Communications: Mike Ray email - rotas@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
 

 Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk   
 


