
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Matthew’s Church – Worshipping God; Equipping his people 
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall. 

 

Prayer Diary 

July 2020  



But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 

peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good 

fruit, impartial and sincere.(James 3:17) 

Wednesday 1st July: Our Church opening for Private Prayer 
Dear Lord, as our Church is once again open for private prayer, we thank you 
for all those people who made it possible. With the social distancing 
regulations and the threat of virus spread, much had to be done to make our 
church safe for people to visit. We pray that more people will volunteer to 
help them and so serve you in this way.   We thank you for their commitment 
and dedication to our church. Help us to remember that we can always come 
to you when we need help and support and you will not turn us away. You are 
constant in your love for us and will not forsake us. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Highgate Drive 
 
Thursday 2nd July: Curate Induction Course and Funeral of James 
Slimm 
Dear Lord, we thank you for sending Joe and his family to work within our 
parish. In these strange times, it will take him longer to meet all the members 
of our church but we pray that he finds friendship and fellowship within St 
Matthew’s. Help him to settle into our community and to soon feel part of it.  
We also ask you to be with all the friends and family of James Slimm, whose 
funeral takes place today. Please support them all at this time of sadness. 
Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Canute Close 
 
Friday 3rd July: Our Children 
Dear Father, as many children will be leaving school this month and moving 
onto work or university, we pray for their futures and that with your help they 
will be able to achieve all their plans and ambitions. Many younger children 
will be moving to senior schools and we ask that you to watch over them as 
well. All of them will have not been attending school for many weeks or even 
at all, before these changes are due to take place and they may find them 
very worrying. We ask that you will be with them all and help them to settle 
quickly, find new friends and get used to a new routine. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Tasker Street 
 
 
 
 



Saturday 4th July: Easing of Lockdown 
Dear Lord, as lockdown is gradually being eased, we thank you that we are 
now allowed to travel more and many businesses are now being allowed to 
open. We are also allowed to meet our family members again after such a 
long absence. We still have to keep our distance and many will be wearing 
masks but at least we are able to meet in person. All the recent restrictions 
have made us realise the things that are important to us. Help us to focus on 
these and as life slowly returns to ‘normal’, we thank you for our family and 
friends and for keeping us safe during the coronavirus peak. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Woodcutter Close 
 
Sunday 5th July: Our Online Service Today 
Dear Lord, we pray today for all the members of our church family, who 
although unable to meet and praise your name together at the moment, are 
still able to share a service together each week. We thank you for Jim and his 
family and all those involved in making that possible. Help us all to realise 
that we are part of a much bigger family and you are with us all. Together we 
can support and help each other and take comfort from being members of 
this wonderful family. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Midland Road 
 
Monday 6th July: Personnel Committee Meeting 
Loving Father, please bless all the members of this Committee as they meet 
today. We thank you for all the time and dedication they give to serve you. 
Guide them all in any decisions they have to make so that our church can 
move forward in the direction you wish it to follow. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of South Street 
 
Tuesday 7th July: Thank You 
Dear Father, Thank you for all your blessings that you have given us. For our 
families and friends and our church, all of which are such a great constant in 
our lives in these difficult times. We may not be able to meet up as we used 
to but just to know they are there, supporting us with phone calls, emails and 
just loving us is so comforting. Thank you again.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Camben Street 
 
Wednesday 8th July: Blue Coat Federation Governors MeetinDear Lord, 
we give thanks for our Blue Coat Infant and Junior Schools and pray for all 
those attending this meeting today. Thank you for their dedication and ask 



that you give them the wisdom to decide what is important to pursue with 
time, effort and money. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Rutter Street 
 
Thursday,9th. July: Clergy Chapter meeting. 
Father, we ask for your blessings and protection on our clergy as they attend 
this meeting today via video link. May there be a strong knowledge of your 
presence so discussions and decisions are Holy Spirit led. We give thanks for 
Rev Jim, for his enthusiastic commitment to our church and the greater area 
of Walsall. Amen  
Blue Coat Academy Governors. 
As the slow and planned return of pupils to school begins, Lord we ask for 
your wisdom and guidance at this meeting. May the health and wellbeing of 
all pupils and staff be at the forefront of all their decisions.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Spout Lane 
 
Friday,10th. July: St Matthew’s online Thoughts for the Day. 
Father, thank you for your goodness and faithfulness during these past 
months.   You have placed in the minds and on the hearts of your people at 
St Matthew’s, words that bring comfort and reassurance that you will bring us 
out of this time of fear and uncertainty as you have always done since the 
beginning of creation. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Milton Street 
 
Saturday,11th. July: Srebrenica Memorial Day. 
Father, as we remember the horrendous genocide that took place once more 
on European soil, when prejudice and intolerance created hatred between 
neighbours we pray for reconciliation. Over the past months we have seen 
neighbours helping each other regardless of differences in faith and cultural 
backgrounds and we pray Lord that the knowledge of your love will bring our 
communities across Walsall together. Amen.  
Please pray for the residents of Junction Street 
 
Sunday,12th. July: Online Services. 
Father, we give thanks for the developing technology and for those who you 
have given the skills to use it for good. These past months have seen the 
spread of your message in a way we didn’t anticipate a year or two ago. We 
give thanks and praise that that the news of a risen Christ is bursting out of 
our church buildings and entering into the heart of homes and family life in a 
new and exciting way. Amen 



Please pray for the residents of South Street Gardens 
 
Monday, 13th. July: Black Lives Matters. 
Heavenly Father, you created us all equal in your eyes regardless of colour, 
ethnicity, gender or social status. We give thanks that the rich diversity of the 
worshippers of St Matthew’s reflects all your people. May we shine out as a 
welcome place for all who want to know you. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Thorpe Road 
 
Tuesday, 14th. July: Those who are unwell and need your healing hand. 
Dear Lord, during your ministry here on earth you healed many people and 
today we ask that you will watch over all those who are unwell at this time. 
Please be with all those who are sick, calm those who are suffering, refresh 
those who are weary and bring your peace to those who are distressed.  I 
pray for ……………………… at this time. Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Arundel Street 
 
Wednesday, 15th. July: The Foodbank 
Father, we give thanks for the foodbanks in Walsall that support those going 
through difficult times and need food for their families and themselves. We 
pray for all who, for whatever reason, are reliant on the foodbanks and we 
ask that it can help and serve them in a gracious and loving way.  We 
remember too the organisers, please give them wisdom and help them with 
the running and funding.  Amen   
Please pray for the residents of Windsor Street 
 
Thursday 16th July: Summertime 
Thank you so much dear Lord for the beauty of the summer: for the plants, 
the animals, and the lovely warm weather. Amidst all the hardship and 
difficulties of the last months may we all be able to take time to see and enjoy 
your works of Creation all around us. Amen  
Please pray for the residents of Brookhouse Road 
 
Friday, 17th July: Legacy project 
We thank you Lord for the wonderful buildings we have and their amazing 
settings. Please guide us as we think about how best to use these and modify 
them, so that they can continue to glorify you, serve your people, and be a 
focus for our community into the years ahead.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Cornwall Road 
 



Saturday, 18th July: Those making decisions 
As lockdown restrictions are lifted and Covid cases fall, we pray for those 
who are making decisions about how Walsall, its schools and its health 
service should be run. We pray that they are given wisdom so that the well-
being of all under their care is protected, both now and into the future. Amen    
Please pray for the residents of Edinburgh Road 
 
Sunday, 19th July: Sunday worship  
Dear Lord, we pray for our church family as we meet together today.  
However we gather, whether in person or on-line, we ask that you are at the 
heart and we will be able to focus on worshipping you, coming close to you, 
and hearing what you have to say to us.   Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Orwell Road  
 
Monday, 20th July: The Revealing of Christ 
Christ be with me, Christ within me; Christ behind me, Christ before me; 
Christ beside me Christ to win me; Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ 
beneath me, Christ above me; Christ in quiet, Christ in danger; Christ in 
hearts of all that love me; Christ in the mouth of friend and stranger. Amen 
(from St Patrick’s Breastplate) 
Please pray for the residents of Boscobel Road 
 
Tuesday, 21st July: The pandemic  
Loving God, you show yourself to those who are vulnerable, and make your 
home with the poor, the weak and the lonely of the world.  We pray that, at 
this time, you would protect the healthy, calm the frightened, give courage to 
those in pain, comfort the dying, console the bereaved and strengthen those 
who care for the sick. May we, your people, using all our energy and 
imagination and trusting in your steadfast love, accept the challenge of Covid 
19, be united with one another in conquering this virus, and show your love to 
a needy world. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Princes Avenue    
 
Tuesday, 22nd July: Link Dioceses  
We pray for the churches in our link dioceses in Germany, Canada, Southern 
Africa and Malaysia, and especially for their response to the health crisis. 
Please be with all in those dioceses, and may their bishops and clergy have 
wisdom to meet the needs of their people with love and sensitivity. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of The Crescent 
 



Wednesday, 23rd July: Pastoral care 
Dear Lord, please be with the many who have suffered over the last months, 
whether it be through financial difficulties, health problems, loss of a loved 
one or just loneliness. We give thanks for the wonderful pastoral work that 
has been going on quietly, and we pray that we can continue to help those in 
need in whatever ways we can. Give us the courage to ask, and the wisdom 
to know what to say and do.  Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Magdalene Rd 
 
Friday, 24th July: Despondency. 
Oh Lord, as we continue to tread through each day cautiously in fear of Covid 
19 returning, problems with our economy and the loss of work , we ask that 
you  deliver us from a spirit of despondency. Shine your love into our hearts 
and warm us with hope and the knowledge that you are with us always in 
every situation. May we bring all our worries to you and know you can help us 
through all  problems. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Keble Grove 
 
Saturday, 25th July: Our loving God. 
Creator God, You know us better than we know ourselves and nothing is 
hidden from your eyes. You know us at our worst and yet you love us 
unconditionally and offer us forgiveness and a fresh start. Thank you for 
helping us through our bad times and may we always be ready to offer you 
our thanks when our lives run smoothly. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of St Catharine’s Close 
 
Sunday, 26th July: Patience. 
Father, grant us the patience to trust you when we feel that you are moving 
too slowly for our agenda. Grant us the faith to see you at work when what 
we  perceive is inertia. Thank you for telling us to “slow down”. Father during 
the months of lock down we were able to see your beautiful world and 
appreciate the seasons changing and your world bursting into life and colour. 
Help us to listen and wait and appreciate all that we have. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of New College Close 
 
Monday, 27th July: Leadership Team Meeting. 
Father, we give thanks for Jim our Rector, for his foresight in all that needs to 
be done for the good of St Matthew’s and for his unfailing love for you. We 
give thanks for all the people on this team and for their shared thoughts for 



the future running and development for St Matthew’s. We pray for your words 
to be their words and ‘your will' to be implemented into the decisions made.   
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Road 
Tuesday 28th July: Prayers for All. 
Dear Father, we pray for our friends, family and people we know who have 
not come to know you yet. We know that when we pray in accordance to your 
will, we can come to you in confidence that you will hear. Help us to pray 
faithfully and not get discouraged if our prayers are not answered 
immediately. We know that no matter how far someone is away from you 
Your grace and mercy can still reach them. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Close 
 
Wednesday, 29th July: Thanks Be To God. 
Thank you Father, for our friends and family. During the weeks of not seeing 
each other we realise how important it is to value everyone. Thank you 
Father for the trees, flowers, and seasons. How amazing to have time to 
watch Spring uncurl  into Summer bringing with it colour  and beauty.  Father, 
you have shown us that the whole of life is in your hands. We need not fear 
death  because you have risen from it to a new life. Help us to trust in you 
that we too, by faith, will live ….      eternally.  Amen. 
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Gardens 
 
Thursday, 30th July: Looking Ahead. 
Dear Lord, as we continue to move through this year not knowing what our 
lives will lead us to or bring to us, help us always to remember that in all 
situations good or bad that You are our refuge and fortress, our God in whom 
we trust. May your face smile on us with a mercy and grace we do not 
deserve. We give you thanks and praise and remind ourselves you are with 
us always. Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Highgate Road 
 
Friday, 31st July: Church Services. 
Father, we pray for our church buildings and for services to resume where we 
can all meet again with our friends and fellow Christians. Thank you Father 
that through technology we will be able to offer so much more to people 
unable to attend St Matthew’s. We give thanks for all those who are able to 
provide this service, for their technical knowledge and for their love for you. 
May your word keep spreading outwards encompassing all those who hear. 
Amen 
Please pray for the residents of Highgate Avenue 



 
 
 
 
 


