
 
Bulletin from St Matthew’s Walsall 

Sunday 12th July 2020 
(This bulletin also includes highlights from the past week’s online 

bulletins) 

We’ve paused our church services but we haven’t 
stopped 

 

St Matthew’s Church: Worshipping God; 
Equipping his people; Growing his kingdom; 

Serving Walsall 
 

 
 

Prayer requests 
Please pray for those known to you and the wider church who are struggling at this time.  Please also pray 
for Maureen Yardley, Chris Wilkinson and the family and friends of Ken Walker and Barbara Harris.  Please 
pray for our national church leaders that they will be able to speak prophetically to the nation at this time 
and pray for our local council as they consider the best way forward as local business and employers start 
to come out of lockdown.  
 
This week’s Money Question 
These weekly questions are to help families and friends talk more about a Christian perspective on money. 
Today’s question is: “What was the best money you’ve ever spent? (and the worst?)” 
 
Free to a good home 
Two wingback armchairs in good condition.  Please contact Jim Trood or Anne Tolley if interested. 
 
#newrevs2020 
Due to lockdown restrictions, the annual Petertide ordination of deacons due to take place in June was 
postponed until Michaelmas, 26 September. 
 

However, the new ordinands were licensed as lay workers via Zoom and will begin their roles across the 
diocese as restrictions allow ahead of their ordinations. Get to know them as we spotlight them each week 
on the diocesan website.  You can watch the licensing service at 
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/vocations-and-training/ordained-ministry/ordination/ordinations-2020/ 
 
Meet the Curate 
Joe would love to get to know the congregation better and will be 
hosting some “meet the curate” events. 
 

The first will be on Monday 13th July, outside St. Matthew’s between 2 
and 4pm (weather permitting). Stop by and have a chat, bring your own 
coffee and snacks and possibly a lawn chair! 
 

The second will be over Zoom on Thursday 16th July from 2 to 3pm. 
 

Please feel free to come and go as you please, but do let him know if 
you’ll be coming beforehand to account for numbers and permit social 
distancing or to receive the Zoom call link with an email to 
curate@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk with the subject line “meet the curate”. 



Together Apart - The Gathering 
At the heart of everything we do as Love Black 
Country is our desire to “work together” and to help 
facilitate “togetherness” wherever we can. 
 

Love Black Country have been gathering Christians 
from all over the Black Country at quarterly regional 
breakfasts for nearly 20 years now. Unfortunately, 
lockdown has meant that such gatherings are not 
possible right now. Yet our desire to gather, celebrate 
and imagine together remains the same. 
 

To that end, we’re happy to announce that we’ll be 
hosting a virtual gathering for the region on Zoom on 
Sunday 19th July from 6-7:15pm called “Together 
Apart – The Gathering”. 

 

If you were with us at Together 2020 in January, you most likely enjoyed being together with so many 
Christians from across the area. We believe that together we are stronger, and that Together 2020 was 
more than a moment in time, but the genesis of a movement that The Lord called us to undertake. On 
Sunday 19th July, we can’t promise you the same atmosphere, but we can promise you that God promises 
to be with us, and as we do as He says, we release Him to do what only He can do across our area. 
 

All are welcome to log on and join with others across the region as we gather (virtually) together, celebrate 
how God is moving and speaking through lockdown and imagine what He might have planned when 
lockdown is lifted and we begin a “new normal”. 
 

Book Your Place...We will not be publishing the Zoom Room credentials online, so please email us at 
info@loveblackcountry.org.uk to book in and access the Zoom Room login details. 
 

We look forward to “seeing you there” and celebrating all that God is doing in our area… TOGETHER. 
 
Online Pastoral Team 
If you would like to find out more about St Matthew's Church, our community in Walsall, information 
about our small groups and house groups meeting online, would like a chat, some support, or prayer, or 
would like to know more about Christianity in general, please email our new online pastoral team at  
online@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk. If you missed them introducing themselves in last week's service, watch 
this video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tiIO6hmcrA  
 
Church Worship & Private Prayer 
The plan to re-open St Matthew’s For Church Worship is taking place and will follow 3 phases as the 
restrictions change in the coming months. 
 

1. We will initially start with a traditional Holy Communion service on Sunday mornings at 8.45am.  
However, there are strict limitations on what we can (e.g. no singing or socialising in the 
church). We will also be continuing with our current 10.00am online service. 

 

2. Phase 2 will happen as social distancing rules relax further and we can safely accommodate the 
kind of numbers that usually attend our main service.  This might be some time away – we just 
don’t know. 

 

3. Phase 3 will be when we start to move towards “the new normal” and we are already starting 
to think what our services will look like then. We will be consulting widely about this in the 
future. 

 

The Church is open for private prayer twice a week: Mondays 10.00am - 12 noon and Thursdays 
4.00pm - 6.00pm. 
 



Morning Prayer 
Jim and Joe meet via Zoom for Morning prayer, Monday to Thursday at 8.30am for about 20 
minutes. If you would like to join them, the Zoom details are: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89583499139?pwd=WktGenNZZnBPMVBNS3BrS21WSk1Fdz09  

Meeting ID: 895 8349 9139 
Password: 949576 

 
A message from Blue Coat Academy 
Blue Coat Academy are looking to strengthen our work experience offer for the Level One pathway in the 
Sixth Form. We would be looking to establish weekly placements for what we are planning as a pre-
apprenticeship route. This is a cohort of students who I am determined not to let down but the system 
tends to. College rarely works and given their vulnerabilities we need to do the right thing by them and get 
them onto a meaningful pathway when they do leave school.  If you can help (or know of someone who 
can), please get in touch with David Smith, Principal of Blue Coat Church of England Academy. 
 
Welcome Boxes 
Welcome Boxes (www.welcomechurches.org) is about equipping churches to welcome and support asylum 
seekers, housed in Home Office accommodation.  Trained volunteers deliver a Welcome Box, filled with 
small gifts, to the homes of people who have recently arrived in the area. They provide information about 
local groups and services and support asylum seekers to find a place to belong within the community.  
 

As referrals come in, a coordinator will allocate a volunteer to carry out a Welcome Box visit. Training will 
be given locally (when lockdown allows) to anyone who would like to get involved.  To volunteer or for 
more information contact Alan Noake on 07821421643. 
 
Updates from Walsall Council 
 COVID-19 Litter picking Update 
After the successful re-introduction of litter picking support we are able to make additional changes to our 
guidance. 
 

Location collections – We are able to offer bag collections from locations without a bin. Please make sure 
bags do not impede the flow of foot traffic and report them to Clean & Green (01922 654141 or 
cleanandgreen@walsall.gov.uk). We would still like to ask if you are able to keep placing bags by the bins 
which allows crews to collect them on their litter bin round. 
 

New volunteers – If you would like to get out and litter pick in your area please do send use a message and 
we can arrange for bags and equipment to get dropped off to you. If you have already contacted us during 
lockdown about lending equipment we will be getting back to you over the next week to arrange delivery. 
 

 Guidance for safe use of Community facilities 
Go to https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-
purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities 
for further information. 
 
 

Key Contacts: 
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, email – rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606 
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): email - prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909, email - safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Online Communications: Mike Ray email - rotas@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
 

 Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk   
 


