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(This bulletin also includes highlights from the past 

week’s online bulletins) 
 

We’ve paused most of our church services but we 
haven’t stopped. 

 
St Matthew’s Church: Worshipping God; Equipping 
his people; Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall 
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ST MATTHEWS NEWS 

 
Prayer requests  
Please pray for those known to you and the wider church who are struggling at this time. Please 
remember in your prayers Maureen Yardley and Maureen Platt. Pray for the family and friends of 
Joan Stanley. Continue to pray for our national church leaders that they will be able to speak 
prophetically to the nation at this time and pray for our local council as they navigate the response 
to continuing changes across Walsall. 
 
Prayer for Vision 
At the start of the month Jim shared about how we are starting to discern the vision for the next 
stage in the life of St Matthew’s church. The most important aspect of this process is praying about 
it. The following prayer is for people to use to help them in praying for this process. 

Father God, who set the world in motion, 
You inspired our predecessors to build St Matthew’s Church as a symbol of Christian faith on 
the skyline of Walsall. You guided them to teach, serve, and proclaim your kingdom of love 
in words and actions to the people of this town. 
As we seek to discern your direction for us for the next stage of the journey, may your Holy 
Spirit guide those in leadership at this church. 
Open our hearts to your call on our lives both as individuals and as the Church. Help us to 
see the world through your eyes and proclaim, “Your kingdom come on earth as it is in 
heaven”. 
Through Jesus Christ, your son, our Lord, Amen. 

 
Church Worship – Government Update 
As you may be aware, the government have announced new rules limiting social gatherings to 6 
people, which will come into force on Monday. Places of worship can remain open, but with a limit 
of 6 people attending per group. These changes do not affect the services we are currently holding 
in our church building. Our 8:45am Sunday service and our 10:00am mid-week (Wednesday) service 
will still continue to take place under these new rules. The measures we've put in place to keep 
everyone safe at our services will continue too. Please remember to wear a face covering and 
maintain a safe distance from others whilst attending any service in our building, and please don't 



attend if you have any COVID-19 symptoms. Please continue to pray for our town, country and 
world during this difficult time. 
 
The plan to re-open St Matthew’s For Church Worship is taking place and will follow 3 phases as the 
restrictions change in the coming months.  
1. We will initially start with a traditional Holy Communion service on Sunday mornings at 

8.45am. However, there are strict limitations on what we can (e.g. no singing or socialising in 
the church). We will also be continuing with our current 10.00am online service. If you are 
planning on joining us in church, please be aware that all social distancing guidelines should be 
adhered to, and we ask that you wear a face covering whilst in the building. This is the latest 
guidance from the Church of England: We strongly advise that face coverings should be worn by 
all those attending a place of worship, including ministers, worshippers, staff, volunteers, 
contractors and visitors, where there may be other people present; remembering that they are 
mainly intended to protect other people, not the wearer, from coronavirus COVID-19 and that 
they are not a replacement for physical distancing and regular hand washing. 

2. Phase 2 will happen as social distancing rules relax further and we can safely accommodate the 
kind of numbers that usually attend our main service. This might be some time away – we just 
don’t know.  

3. Phase 3 will be when we start to move towards “the new normal” and we are already starting to 
think what our services will look like then. We will be consulting widely about this in the future. 

 
Mid-week communion  
Now that we are able to hold smaller services in our church buildings, we hold a 
mid-week communion service in the church at 10.00am on Wednesdays.  
 
Morning Prayer  
Jim and Joe will be leading Morning Prayer via Zoom, Monday to Thursday at 
8.30am for about 20 minutes. If you would like to join them, the Zoom details are:  
Meeting ID: 895 8349 9139, Password: 949576  
 
Harvest 
We recognise the Harvest will be somewhat different this year. However, we will still be celebrating 
it online and in our 8.45am service on Sunday 4th October. We will be supporting two charities 
again this year. This will be produce for Black Country Foodbank and a financially offering for the 
Christian Aid Coronavirus Emergency Appeal. More details on how to give will be shared closer to 
the time. 
 

WIDER CHURCH NEWS 

 
Spring Harvest 2021 
We've been working with Butlin's to give Spring Harvest guests an exclusive COVID Protection 
Guarantee to provide reassurance regarding any booking made for our 2021 event. To find out 
more about this free guarantee to ensure you can book with confidence, read our latest blog post. 
We are so excited to be gathering together for Spring Harvest in 2021 and would love to know 
which event you plan to join us for. If you can spare a few minutes, please register your interest at 
springharvest.org. You will then qualify for a £10 per person discount along with booking at 2020 
prices. Bookings open 8am 22nd September! 
 

https://essentialchristian.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jkulkla-htmvdkld-u/
https://essentialchristian.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jkulkla-htmvdkld-o/


WALSALL NEWS 

 
Baby Massage 
The next baby massage course at St Matthew’s Church Centre starts on Monday 21st September at  
1.00-2.30 pm. It costs £30 for the 5 week course and is suitable for babies up to one and their 
carers.  
For more information contact Priscilla Trood on 07984 626637. 
 
Ablewell Advice and Foodbank 
Shortages as of 13th September: tinned fruit, sugar, tinned meat and shampoo. Things we currently 
have a substantial excess of: baked beans, soup, chickpeas and tinned pulses, and tea bags. Please 
consider donating something we are short of in preference to these items. Donations can be made 
at The Central Hall, Ablewell Street, Walsall WS1 2EQ on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays between 
10.00 am and 2.00 pm or on Saturdays between 11.00 am and 1.00 pm or at Walsall town centre 
Cooperative Food store. Many thanks for your support. 
 
Covid Cash Course 
The Just Finance Foundation COVID Cash Course was co-designed with Transforming Communities 
Together and Capital Mass. We have received extra funding from Allchurches Trust and Heart of 
England Community Foundation to enable hundreds of churches and community organisations 
across the Black Country, Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent and northern Shropshire to deliver financial 
information and resources. Want to get involved? 

1. Attend a free session to learn about the materials 
2. Co-deliver sessions with someone from our team there to support you 
3. Join one of our virtual Coffee Mornings for peer support from others helping with financial 

wellbeing in communities  
Visit https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/covid-cash-course-train-the-trainer-session-tickets-
112855742564?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_eid=5f6955861f&mc_cid=22e011a079 for more 
information. 
 
 
Electric Car Consultation 
Black Country authorities are presently consulting on the change to electric vehicles following an 
announcement by UK Government that there will be a ban on the sale of diesel and petrol vehicles 
from 2035. Walsall Council would like your views on electric vehicles and electric vehicle charging 
points around the Black Country. Demand for electric vehicles is growing by the day and we are 
keen to hear your thoughts on how we can make our towns and cities electric vehicle friendly for all 
types of road users. You can have your say by completing our online survey 
here https://bit.ly/WalsallULEV 
If you require the information and questionnaire in larger print or an alternative format, please 
contact transportinnovation@blackcountrytransport.org.uk or call 01902 550121 for more 
information. 
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Key Contacts:  
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, email – rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Lay Curate: Joe Smith 07946 398442, email – curate@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk  
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606  
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): email - prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909, email - safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Online Communications: Mike Ray email - rotas@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Church Office (Thursdays): Kirsten Groom 01922 626039 email - office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
 Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
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