
Activities for “One Another Attitudes – Encouragement” (20th September)  

 

We are continuing our series on ‘one another attitudes’.  This week the adults will 

be looking at 1 Thessalonians 5:5-11 and the children will focus on Luke 19:1-10.  

This week’s theme is about encouragement.  Jesus encouraged Zacchaeus when he 

didn’t have many friends and the results were life-changing! 

 

Picture game 

Print off the pictures telling the story of Zacchaeus from the resources section.  

Cut out the 4 individual pictures.  (You could also colour them in.)  Hide them 

around the room for another person to find.  Give encouraging clues such as, 

‘You’re getting really close now’.  Put the pictures in order to tell the story. 

 

Act out the story 

Use teddies, play people or real people to act out the story with a chair for the 

tree, mugs or a toy teaset, and coins.  How does it feel to be Zacchaeus at the 

start of the story?  People don’t like him because he takes extra money from 

them.  He doesn’t have many friends.  Do you know anyone at school who is lonely 

like that with no friends?  Jesus chooses Zacchaeus as a friend and wants to have 

tea with him.  How does Zacchaeus feel now?  He gives back the money he’s taken.  

How could you encourage lonely, friendless people?  Could you invite them to tea? 

 

Send a card 

Think of someone who is sad, ill, worried, or lonely at this time.  How could you 

encourage them?  Maybe you could go and see them or, if not, send them a card.  

Write in your card that you are thinking of them and praying for them. 

 

Make a cake 

Jesus encouraged Zacchaeus by choosing him as a friend and going to his house 

for tea.  Make a cake (there are lots of recipes on the internet such as this one: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/collections/baking_with_children) or ice and 

decorate some biscuits.  Who could you share your cake or biscuits with? 

 

Encourage each other 

Try and say encouraging things to each other as a family – parents encouraging 

children, and children encouraging parents.  You might say, ‘I love you’ or ‘Well 

done’ or ‘Thank you’ or ‘Good try’.  Every time you say something encouraging, put a 

sticker on a piece of paper or piece of pasta in a jar.  Decide a target as a family 

for the number of stickers or pasta pieces you are aiming for, and when you reach 

the target, have a family treat such as a trip out or watch a DVD together. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/collections/baking_with_children

