A warm welcome to St Matthew's
My name is Jim and I have the privilege of
leading the people in this church. Since
moving to Walsall at the start of 2015 I have
discovered this to be a wonderful place to
live and I hope that you will find that St
Matthew’s is a place where you can feel at
home.
Although we have a spectacular building, the
church is primarily made up of individuals
who are fellow travellers and followers of
Jesus. We recognise that people may be at
various stages on their journey of faith, or
even just exploring the good news message
of Jesus. No matter who you are, we are here
to help you on that journey. As well as
different styles of services.
There are a variety of opportunities for you to
grow in your faith ranging from the Alpha
course, to follow on courses and home
groups, which enable deeper study and help
people learn what discipleship means. We
also have a variety of other groups, social
and other-wise, which may interest you and
in which you might like to get involved.
More information can be found in the
relevant leaflets in the welcome area - please
take one away with you.
If you would like to talk to myself or someone
else, please fill in a connect card.
Jim Trood
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Jim Trood
Rector
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Adil Burke
Lay Minister
Asian Congregation

Ben Butterfield
U18’s Coordinator
07917764435

Kirsten Groom
Administrator
01922 626093

Sunday Services
8.00am: Book of Common Prayer
9.00am: Parish Communion
10.45am: Morning Praise
4.00pm: Asian Congregation
6.30pm: Church Hill Praise

Please join us for refreshments after the
service.
Social Media
Facebook: @stmatthewswalsall
Twitter: @stmattswalsall
Instagram: @stmattswalsall
www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk

Welcome

Sunday - Children and Youth

Understanding the service

Here at St Matthew’s on a Sunday morning we
cater for all ages. Most weeks there are groups
for children and youth to attend; other weeks
we aim to make the service more child friendly
and invite children to join in with these
services. For more information on what is
available, please pick up the “Children, Youth
and Families” leaflet or speak to a warden for
more information.

Clergy – The Church of England sets apart
certain people to serve the Church in a full
time capacity. The Church of
England ordains three different types of
clergy: Deacons, Priests and Bishops. Deacons
are responsible for serving the church and
usually work alongside and assist a priest as
part of their training to become a priest. Priests,
take overall responsibility for the life of the
Church, including presiding at Holy
Communion. Bishops are responsible for
overseeing the Churches in a certain area.

Home Groups
At St Matthew’s we feel the next step to
becoming more involved is by joining a home
group. A home group involves meeting with
other Christians to get to know one another
and study the bible more together. There are a
variety of groups available for you, and we
would love you to join one. Please pick up the
‘Home groups’ leaflet to find out more!

Open Church
St Matthew’s is part of a network called ‘places
of welcome’. We open our doors not only on a
Sunday for services, but the church is also open
on Tuesday’s 10am-2pm for anyone to come in
and enjoy the hot drinks and cakes on offer, or
reflect, pray and receive prayer. There are also
different activities available every week.

Church Vision
St Matthew’s Church:
Worshipping God, Equipping His people,
Growing His kingdom and Serving Walsall.

Processing the Cross – often at
the beginning of the service those who are
leading process in behind someone carrying a
cross. This is a sign that we follow in the
footsteps of Jesus who died on the cross for our
sins, and on the third day rose again.
Robes – Those serving in Christian worship
have worn robes since the ancient church.
Robes are simply a way of depersonalizing
those who are leading the worship.
Liturgy – a form of words that we
say together in worship. In our services we
use liturgy from the Book of Common Prayer
and from the Church of England’s new service
books ‘Common Worship’.
The Creed – in our morning services we will
usually say together a summary of the things
we believe. When we do this we often use
either the Nicene Creed or the Apostles creed
which are ancient summaries of
what Christians believe which all Christians
throughout the world agree on.

Prayers or Intercessions – During the service
someone will lead us from the front in bringing
our needs and the needs of the world before
God. This will often be followed by the ‘Collect’
a special prayer for the day which collects
together all our thoughts and The Lord’s Prayer
which is the prayer that Jesus taught to his
followers. We close our prayers with the word
AMEN which simply means ‘Yes, we agree.’
Preaching - The sermon is ‘a talk’ which aims
to explain what the Bible says and apply it to
our lives today.
The Offering – As Christians we believe that
everything we have ultimately belongs to
God. Therefore part of our worship is giving
some of our money to God and the things that
the Church does in his name. Money can be
given as cash or by direct debit. We don’t
expect visitors to give, so please feel free to let
the plate pass you by.
Holy Communion – A meal Christians have to
remember Jesus’ death on the cross. The
meal includes bread (or wafers) and wine. The
liturgy during this point involves the
retelling of Jesus’ last meal with his friends.
Baptism – Baptism is a sign of belonging to
God’s family the Church. It is picture of dying
with Jesus and rising to new life with Him.
Raising hands – Sometimes people will raise
their hands during the singing. This is just a
way of saying ‘yes I really agree with what I’m
singing- my words aren’t really enough’. Not
everyone has to raise their hands, and it’s not a
sign that they are extra Holy or super keen, it’s
just something some people like to do and
others don’t.

