
Activities for Elizabeth and Zechariah’s baby: Luke 1:5-25, 39-80 (29th Nov) 

The adults are looking at “holy suspense” today – feeling excited about something 

God is going to do.  Elizabeth and her husband, Zechariah, were excited.  After 

years of waiting, even though they were old, they were going to have a baby! 

 

Miming 

The angel Gabriel came to Zechariah and told him that he and Elizabeth would 

have a baby.  Zechariah didn’t believe that two old people could have a baby.  So, 

the angel said he wouldn’t be able to speak until the baby was born.  Imagine if 

you couldn’t speak.  You would have to communicate with signs, actions, or writing.  

Act out some Christmas activities for other people to guess e.g. decorating the 

tree, mixing the Christmas pudding, wrapping a present, writing a card, singing a 

carol, dressing for a crib service.  Remember: you can’t speak, just do the actions! 

 

Make an advent candle 

The angel said that the baby would grow up and prepare people for Jesus coming.  

Draw a candle shape on some paper or use the advent candle in the resources 

section.  Add a tissue paper flame and the words “Jesus is coming”.  (Advent 

means “coming”.)  You could make 4 candles for each Sunday in advent and a 5th 

for Christmas Day.  Cut out 25 (or 27) stars from silver card using the template 

in the resources section and put them in an envelope.  Take one out each day from 

today (or 1st December) to count the days until Jesus comes at Christmas.  Or you 

could use silver sticky stars and stick one onto the candles each day. 

 

Name sign 

When the baby was born, Zechariah wrote down that his name would be John.  At 

last he could speak and he praised God.  Write your name on some paper, decorate 

it, and stick it on your door.  God knows your name & loves you.  Sing a praise song! 

 

Surprise pictures 

Print off the pictures from the resources section, which tell the story.  Colour in 

and cut out the four pictures.  Hide them round the house for another person to 

find.  Put the pictures in order and use them to retell the story.  What surprising 

things happened in the story?  What was the most surprising thing? 

 

Jigsaw surprises 

Cut up an old Christmas (or birthday) card into 6-12 pieces.  Challenge someone 

else to make the picture, like a jigsaw.  Without a picture to follow, it will be a 

surprise.  Zechariah was surprised by a visit from an angel, finding out his old wife 

would have a baby, and being unable to speak.  Thank God for Christmas surprises. 


