
 
 



Day 2 – God creates Sky and separates Water Above from Water Below 
 

“For true love is inexhaustible; the more you give, the more you have.  And if you go to draw 

at the true fountainhead, the more water you draw, the more abundant is its flow.”   

(Antoine de Saint-Exupery) 

 

Introduction 

 

EITHER: Sea, waterfalls, lakes, rivers, fountains, puddles, rain, storms, snow, hail, showers, 

baths, swimming pools, refreshing drinks – what is your favourite experience of water? Why? 

OR: Drink some water, wash your hands, or walk in the rain.  How does water make you feel? 

 

Worshipping God 
 

• Sing a worship song such as ‘You call me out upon the waters’ or ‘Over the mountains and 

the seas’ or ‘Blessed be your name’ or ‘You unravel me’ 

• Or say Psalm 33 together or on your own 

 

Bible Study – Creation (Read Genesis 1:6-8) 

 

1. The Hebrew word for ‘heavens’ (v1) also means ‘sky’ (v8) – a place the Hebrew people 

admired for stars, sunlight and rain but couldn’t reach or understand – God’s domain.  

What patterns and repetitions do you notice between ‘day’ 1 (v3-5) and ‘day’ 2 (v6-8)? 

2. Water is sometimes seen as a symbol of chaos in the Bible, a bit like darkness (v2).  

What does this passage teach us about God’s relation to water? 

3. By separating the water above (sky) from the water below (sea), God creates space in 

between with air.  Why do you think God starts creation with light, water, and air? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bible Study – Old Testament (Read Deuteronomy 11:1-15) 

 

1. How does this passage illustrate how water can be life-giving or destructive? 

2. How is water linked in the Bible to obedience, blessing, and judgement? Give examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Equipping his people 

 
Bible Study – Jesus (Read John 4:1-26) 

 

1. Jesus is Lord over water.  He knows how to catch fish, turns water into wine, walks on 

water, and calms the storm.  And yet he also gets thirsty (John 4:7, 19:28).  Why? 

2. Note how the passage starts with baptism (v1-2).  Why is water used for baptism? 

3. What is unusual about Jesus asking the Samaritan woman for a drink? 

4. What is the ‘living water’ that Jesus can offer (v10, 13-14)? 

5. How thirsty are you for this living water?  How can you receive it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Growing his kingdom 
 

Bible Study – Us (Read Matthew 25:31-46) 

 

1. How do you respond to this challenging passage? 

2. How can we give food and drink to those who are hungry and thirsty?  Give examples 

3. How can we give spiritual food and drink to those who are hungry and thirsty? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study – The New Creation (Read Revelation 7:9-17) 

 

1. What does ‘being washed in the blood of the Lamb’ i.e. Jesus (v14) mean? 

2. What images of water are used in this passage to illustrate the new creation? 

3. In this vision of heaven (begun in Rev 4), people are with God (v14-15).  What, if any, 

implications does this have for God’s separation of sky/heaven from water below? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facts to ponder (mostly from ‘Saying Yes to Life’ by Ruth Valerio) 

• The whole created world depends on water for life.  Our bodies are about 60-70% water 

• We need water for drinking, washing, cleaning, and cooking 

• Lack of access to clean water is a major problem around the world, leading to diseases 

such as diarrhoea, typhoid, cholera, dysentery, and malnutrition. 

• 60% of the world’s population live in areas where the amount of water available cannot 

meet demand in a sustainable way 

• Climate change is causing more floods due to rising sea levels and more extreme weather 

• Climate change may also be causing more drought 

• Polluted water has led to freshwater fish experiencing an 83% decline since 1970 

 

How does the gift of fresh water make you feel?  

How often do you take it for granted? 

How could you use what you have learnt to witness to others? 

Write down your thoughts about water and this gift that God has given you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Walsall and the Wider World 
 

Things to do 

• Conserve water.  This might involve taking shorter showers, shallower baths, collecting 

rainwater for the garden, part-filling the kettle, or turning off running taps 

• Give to a charity such as WaterAid, Toilet Twinning, Tearfund or Oxfam 

• As you wash your hands for 20 seconds, pray for those who don’t have clean water 

• Our biggest use of water lies in our ‘virtual water’ e.g. a pair of cotton jeans uses 

9,500 litres of water to produce, and a burger uses 1,000 litres.  Consume less. 

• Use environmentally-friendly cleaning products such as Ecover 
 

How do you respond? 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Closing thought 

“Even the smallest act of caring for another person is like a drop of water - it will make 

ripples throughout the entire pond.”  (Bryan Matteo) 
 

Useful resources: 
 

“Saying Yes to Life” by Ruth Valerio – Chapter 2 - “Let the waters be separated” 

Interview with the Archbishop of Cape Town, Thabo Makgoba: www.spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-resources  

YouTube creation devotional on water from St Matthew’s https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vikHn-JULF8  

Article about Genesis 1 at Creation through the Lens of Ancient Cosmology | BibleProject™ 

 

http://www.spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vikHn-JULF8
https://bibleproject.com/blog/creation-through-the-lens-of-ancient-cosmology/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=season_7&utm_content=genesis_1

