
 
 



Day 3 – God creates Land and Vegetation and separates Water from Land 
 

“In a word, and to speak a bold and noble truth, trees and woods have twice saved the whole 

world; first by the ark, then by the cross; making amends for the evil fruit of the tree in 

paradise, by that which was born on the tree of Golgotha.”  (John Evelyn) 

 

Introduction 

 

EITHER: What is your favourite tree, plant, or flower and why? 

OR: Spend time looking at a tree or plant in your house, garden, or on a walk.  Notice the 

details of the design, feel the textures, see what it smells of.  Thank God for his creation. 

 

Worshipping God 
 

• Sing a worship song such as ‘Jesus is Lord, creation’s voice proclaims it’ or ‘O Lord my 

God, when I in awesome wonder’ or ‘So will I’ 

• Or say Psalm 1 together or on your own 

 

Bible Study – Creation (Read Genesis 1:9-13) 

 

1. God has separated light from darkness, water above from water below, and, here, he 

separates land from sea.  Now, as a bonus for this day, God begins to fill those spaces 

with life.  What does the creation of the land and vegetation teach us about God? 

2. Note that God calls both the land and vegetation he has created ‘good’, even before 

the inhabitants are created.  What should we learn from this? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Equipping his people 
 

Bible Study – Old Testament (Read Genesis 2:8-9, 15-17, 3:1-13, 17-19) 

 

1. In this alternative account of creation, God puts the man in a garden to take care of 

it (v8 and 15).  What does this teach us? 

2. What do these chapters reveal about humans’ attitude to creation? 

3. How is the land itself spoilt and cursed when Adam and Eve give in to temptation? 

 

 

 

 

 



Bible Study – Jesus (Read John 15:1-8) 

 

1. Jesus often notices and tells parables about soil, seeds, plants, flowers & trees.  What 

is the significance of Jesus calling himself ‘the true vine’?  (See also Isaiah 5:1-7) 

2. How can we ‘remain’ in Jesus (v4), connected like branches to the vine? 

3. What fruit might we bear if we remain connected to Jesus?  Give examples 

4. What kind of things might God, the gardener, need to prune away? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bible Study – Us (Read Genesis 41:46-49, 53-57 and Luke 12:13-21) 

 

1. How does Joseph compare with the rich man in the parable? 

2. What is God teaching us through the parable and the example of Joseph? 

3. To what extent do we see the land as a resource to be used or a gift to be cherished? 

4. Reflect on the role land plays in identity – thinking about how the Israelite possession 

of the promised land led to the dispossession of others already living there, and about 

colonialism, devolution, and Brexit.  How important is where you live to your identity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing his kingdom 
 

Bible Study – The New Creation (Read Revelation 22:1-5, 14) 

 

1. How does this passage complete the story begun in Genesis 1-3? 

2. What is the significance of the tree of life yielding fruit every month (v2)? 

3. What does ‘the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations’ (v2) mean? 

4. What does ‘having the right to the tree of life’ (v14) mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facts to ponder (mostly from ‘Saying Yes to Life’ by Ruth Valerio) 

• Trees remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, hold back storms and flooding, help 

protect and restore moisture and fertility to soil, and improve agricultural conditions 

• Trees are connected by an underground system of roots and communicate with each other 

• But with modern agriculture leading to selective breeding and monoculture forests, young 

trees seem to have lost their ability to communicate, according to Peter Wohlleben 

• Deforestation for agriculture and wood products causes lots of problems, including 

destruction of biodiversity, worsening climate change, and disturbed water cycles 

• Climate change is leading to melting glaciers and rising sea levels 
 

How do you respond to God for his gifts of trees, plants, flowers, fruits and seeds?  

How much do you use them for your own enjoyment without giving thanks to God? 

How could you use what you have learnt to witness to others? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Serving Walsall and the Wider World 
 

Things to do 

• Go outside and enjoy nature.  Appreciate the green spaces and natural features near 

you.  Take care of your garden or any plants you have inside.  Stop and notice details 

and the seasonal changes.  It may improve your physical health and mental well-being. 

• Reflect on the role of plants in the last days of Jesus’ life – palm branches, bread and 

wine, olive trees, the crown of thorns, wine vinegar and myrrh, and the wooden cross 

• Conserve paper – reduce, reuse, and recycle it 

• Compost leaves, grass clippings, garden and vegetable waste, cardboard, and paper 

• Grow your own fruit, vegetables, and herbs; create wildlife havens in your garden 

• Aim to buy food that is locally-grown, organic and/or Fairtrade 
 

How do you respond? 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Closing thoughts 

“God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds 

and stars.”  (Martin Luther).  “Knowing trees, I understand the meaning of patience.  Knowing 

grass, I appreciate persistence.”  (Hal Borland) 
 

Useful resources: 
 

“Saying Yes to Life” by Ruth Valerio – Chapter 3 - “Let the land produce vegetation” 

Interview with Bernadette Kabonesa, expert forester: www.spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-resources  and 

YouTube creation devotionals on soil and plants from St Matthew’s https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PArc-

Errgkg and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNnfnTADdkY  
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