
 
 



Day 4 – God fills the Light and Darkness with Sun, Moon and Stars 
 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

“Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.”  (Ps 19:1-4) 

“Hands that flung stars into space to cruel nails surrendered.”  (Graham Kendrick) 

 

Introduction 

 

EITHER: Which month or season do you like best and why? 

OR: Go for a walk in the daylight and then for a walk in the dark.  Look up at the sky.  What 

do you notice?  What do you appreciate most about different times of day? 

 

Worshipping God 
 

• Sing a worship song such as ‘Let everything that has breath’, or ‘Bless the Lord O my soul’, 

or ‘Great is thy faithfulness’ or ‘Give thanks to the Lord, our God and king’ 

• Or say Psalm 148 together or on your own 

 

Bible Study – Creation (Read Genesis 1:14-19) 

 

1. God now fills the spaces he has created.  What are the many purposes of the ‘greater’ 

and ‘lesser’ lights, according to the author? 

2. Why are the sun and moon not named but called the ‘greater’ and ‘lesser’ lights? 

3. What are your thoughts about the throwaway line, ‘He also made the stars’ (v16b)?  

4. Unlike in ‘day’ 1, when God declared just the light ‘good’, here God declares the night 

sky as well as the daytime sky ‘good’.  What are the benefits of darkness and night? 

5. In what ways do the sun and moon ‘govern’ the day and night?  (Compare with v28)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bible Study – Old Testament (Read Genesis 15:1-6) 

 

1. What do think about the way Abram talks to God in verses 2-3? 

2. How does God’s illustration about the stars change Abram’s attitude and hopes? 

 

 

 

 

 



Bible Study – Jesus (Read Matthew 2:1-12) 

 

1. What is the role of the star in the story of Jesus’ birth (verses 2, 7, 9, 10)? 

2. Could this passage be used to present a case for or against astrology (the belief that 

stars and planets can influence human lives and events) and if so, how? 

3. By what different means are the magi guided to Jesus and how does God guide you? 

4. What can we learn from the fact that foreign, Gentile star-gazers were among the 

first to seek and worship Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equipping his people 
 

Bible Study – Us (Read Philippians 2:14-18) 

 

1. What does Paul mean about us ‘shining like stars’ (v15)? 

2. How can we shine like stars?  What specific ways are suggested in the passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing his kingdom 
 

Bible Study – The New Creation (Read Revelation 1:9-20) 

 

1. How does the author use the imagery of light, brightness, sun, and stars? 

2. The book of Revelation goes on describe Jesus as ‘the Alpha and the Omega, the First 

and the Last, the Beginning and the End…and the bright Morning Star’ (Rev 22:13, 16).  

We will be with him and worship him for ever (Rev 5:13, 7:15).  How do you feel about 

this?  What do these passages teach about time and eternity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facts to ponder (mostly from ‘Saying Yes to Life’ by Ruth Valerio) 

• Our sun is just one of between 200 billion and 400 billion stars in the Milky Way galaxy, 

and the earth is just one of at least 100 billion planets.  And that is just one galaxy out of 

possibly two trillion galaxies. 

• The moon is 240,000 miles from the earth, which is the average distance walked by a 

human being in their lifetime 

• If you imagine the sun as the size of a peanut, the earth would be a grain of salt 

• The light from the furthest object seen in our universe set off from its galaxy 13.4 

billion years ago. 

• Light pollution can cause baby turtles in Florida to head towards the artificial light of the 

buildings rather than the moonlight reflected on the sea, as day and night are blurred 

• Artificial light can disrupt the migration patterns of birds 

 

How do you respond to God for his gifts of sun, moon, stars, and the universe?  

How often do you thank God for the cycles of days, weeks, months, seasons? 

How could you use what you have learnt to witness to others? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Serving Walsall and the Wider World 
 

Things to do 

• Reduce the amount of light you produce at night.  Turn off unnecessary lights 

• Contact the local council to ask for downward-facing or lower street lighting 

• Buy seasonal, local produce and pray for those whose work is seasonal 

• Thank God for the rhythms of day and night and pray for those who work at night, 

have disrupted sleep, feel scared or lonely in the dark, or are sleeping rough 

• Thank God for the work of night shelters and consider how you could help 
 

How do you respond? 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Closing thought 

“Our final destiny is on the united and transformed heaven and earth, within a transformed 

universe... [with all creation] living and worshipping [God] together as we were originally 

intended to do.”  (Ruth Valerio) 
 

Useful resources: 
 

“Saying Yes to Life” by Ruth Valerio – Chapter 4 - “Let there be lights in the sky” 

Interview with Professor Sir Martin Rees, Astronomer Royal: www.spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-resources  

and YouTube creation devotional on air from St Matthew’s https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHqPmycUj7w  

 

http://www.spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHqPmycUj7w

