
 
 



Day 6 – God fills the Land with Living Creatures and Humans 
 

“Without the wider community of creatures that God has created, we cannot be what we 

have been created to be and we are the poorer for it.”  (Ruth Valerio) 

 

Introduction 

 

EITHER: If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? 

OR: Be creative!  Write a poem, story, or psalm about an aspect of creation.  Create a picture 

or take a photograph of a beautiful scene.  Plant flowers, build a minibeast home, bake cakes. 

 

Worshipping God 
 

• Sing a worship song such as ‘He’s coming on the clouds’, or ‘Who breaks the power’ or 

‘Before the throne of God above’ or ‘Salvation belongs to our God’ 

• Or say Psalm 8 together or on your own 

 

Bible Study – Creation (Read Genesis 1:24-31) 

 

1. This is the longest account of a ‘day’ of creation.  Why do you think that is? 

2. Most versions of Genesis 1:24 talk about the land ‘bringing forth’ or ‘producing’ 

creatures.  Is this different from God creating them? 

3. Who does God converse with in verses 26, 28-29 and 30 and what does this teach us? 

4. How are humans the same as other created creatures? 

5. What is different about the creation of humans and their God-given role? 

6. What is the link between the role of humans (v28) and of the sun and moon (v16)?   

7. It is sometimes misquoted that God saw the creation of humans as ‘very good’ but in 

fact this is God’s comment on the whole of creation.  What can we learn from this? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study – Old Testament (Read Genesis 8:15-9:17) 

 

1. How is this story similar to yet different from the creation story in Genesis 1 and 2? 

2. How does the relationship between humans and living creatures change (9:2-3)? 

3. Why is it important that God’s covenant is with ‘all living creatures’ not just humans? 

 

 

 

 

 



Bible Study – Jesus (Read Revelation 5:1-14) 

 

1. What can we learn about Jesus from his title of ‘Lion of the tribe of Judah’ (v5)? 

2. What does the image of the slain Lamb teach us about Jesus (v6)?  See John 1:29 

3. Is there a significance that the living creatures have the faces of a lion, an ox, a man 

and an eagle, and if so, what is it?  (Revelation 4:7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Equipping his people 

 
Bible Study – Us (Read Luke 10:25-37) 

 

1. “I stand before holy ground when I encounter another person” (Rowan Williams).  How 

can this knowledge impact on the way we treat other people? 

2. What can we learn from this parable about how we should react to poverty, injustice, 

discrimination, and abuse? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing his kingdom 
 

Bible Study – The New Creation (Read Isaiah 2:2-5, 11:6-9) 

 

1. How do these visions give us hope for all creation? 

2. “The whole created order (rather than humans alone) is caught up in God’s plans for 

redemption.”  (Ruth Valerio).  Do you agree?  What evidence is there for this? 

3. How can you play your part in establishing peace on earth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facts to ponder (mostly from ‘Saying Yes to Life’ by Ruth Valerio) 

• Around one in four mammals is at risk of extinction, along with many other animals 

• The vast majority of livestock on earth are mammals 

• “Loss of biodiversity is…not only an environmental issue, but also a developmental, 

economic, security, social and moral issue as well.” (according to The Intergovernmental 

Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services report) 

• Animals are used and exploited for many purposes and people are trafficked 

• There is a lack of gender equality leading to overpopulation.  Only 52% of women in 

marriage or partnership make free decisions about sex, contraception, and health care. 
 

How do you respond to God for giving you life and for all the gifts of creation? 

How will what you have learnt impact on your relationship with people and the world? 

How could you use what you have learnt to witness to others? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Serving Walsall and the Wider World 
 

Things to do 

• Acknowledge, lament & confess your part in exploiting rather than caring for the world 

• “We need to buy and use less in order to take better care of the natural world…and to 

free up resources for those who truly need them.  Ask yourself all the time: Do I need 

this?  Can I do without it?” (Ruth Valerio) 

• Give to charities that work towards tackling global problems e.g. poverty, injustice 

• Consider moving towards a more plant-based diet and eat slowly with gratitude 

• Work for justice, acting with kindness and compassion in your everyday life, and by 

lobbying MPs, joining movements, writing letters, signing petitions, giving generously 

• “Act justly…love mercy and…walk humbly with your God.”  (Micah 6:8b) 
 

How do you respond? 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Closing thought 

“The human being is the species chosen by God to bear his image and be his representative.  

Being made as God’s image-bearers gives us a job to do with which no other part of the 

created order is tasked.”  (Ruth Valerio).  It is both a privilege and a responsibility. 
 

Useful resources: 
 

“Saying Yes to Life” by Ruth Valerio – Chapter 6 – “Let the land produce living creatures’.   

Interview with Archbishop Justin Welby: www.spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-resources and St Matthew’s 

creational devotion on animals at Creation Devotional - Animals - YouTube  

 

http://www.spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmWEjzqS9-8

