
Activities for Joseph and the dream: Matthew 1:18-25 (13th December) 

The adults are looking at “hope-filled expectation” today – expecting something 

good to happen.  When Joseph found out that Mary was having a baby, he didn’t 

think it was a good thing because they weren’t married yet.  But when an angel 

explained in a dream that the baby was God’s son, Joseph was happy and excited. 

 

Make puppets 

Print off the pictures of Joseph, the angel, and baby Jesus from the resources 

section or draw your own pictures.  Cut them out and fasten a craft stick, straw, 

or pencil to the back with sticky tape to make puppets.  Use them to retell the 

story.  You could make a theatre out of a cardboard box and use the house scene 

from last week’s resources as a background.  Save the road scene for next week. 

 

Special names 

The name Jesus means “God saves”.  Jesus is also called “Emmanuel” which means 

“God is with us”.  Make some playdough using the recipe in the resources section.  

Make letters out of it to spell Jesus, Emmanuel, and your own name.  Does your 

name have a meaning?  Thank God that he knows your name and loves you. 

 

Number questions game 

Look back over the last two sessions about the angel Gabriel visiting Zechariah 

and Mary and remind yourself of the stories in Luke chapter 1 as well as this one 

in Matthew 1:18-25.  Number the walls in your room from 1 to 4.  The answer to 

each of these questions is a number.  Go to the wall represented by that number. 

 How many old people were there? 

 How many people saw or dreamed of angels? 

 How many mothers were there? 

 How many people couldn’t speak when they heard the news? 

 How many babies were going to be born? 

 How many people found out unexpectedly they were going to be parents? 

 How many people sang songs of praise recorded in these passages? 

 

Names of God 

There are lots of different names for Father God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit in 

the Bible.  How many can you find in this passage?  (Answer at the bottom).  Think 

of other names for God and write them down.  Draw a picture to illustrate some 

of them such as Heavenly Father, Creator, Light of the World, the Good 

Shepherd, King of Kings, Teacher, Master, Friend of Sinners, Prince of Peace, 

Saviour, Son of God.  Thank God for his different names and what they mean. 
 

(5 - Jesus, Christ, Holy Spirit, Lord, Emmanuel) 


