
Activities for Shepherds visit Jesus: Luke 2:8-20 (27th December) 

The adults are looking at the same story as the children today – the angels 

appearing to the shepherds and the shepherds visiting baby Jesus. 

 

Make puppets 

Print off the pictures of the shepherd and sheep from the resources section and 

angels from previous weeks or draw your own pictures.  You might want to make 

multiple copies.  Cut them out and fasten a craft stick, straw, or pencil to the 

back.  Use them to retell the story.  If you have made a theatre out of a box, 

print off the night scene in last week’s resources section as a background. 

 

Shepherd and angel game 

Take turns with another person to be the shepherd or the angel.  (You could dress 

up with a teatowel tied on your head for a shepherd, and tinsel halo for an angel.)  

Put a doll or teddy in another room to represent baby Jesus.  The shepherd sits 

with closed eyes, while the angel creeps up as quietly as possible.  When the angel 

gets to the shepherd, he shouts, “Jesus is born!”  The shepherd shouts, “Let’s go 

and see him!”  They race to see “Jesus”.  Then swap over the roles and play again. 

 

Make an angel 

Use the instructions in the resources section to make an angel from a paper plate, 

cup, or use the angel shapes.  You could decorate your angel with silver foil, shiny 

collage scraps, paint, crayons, felt tips, or glitter.  Can you remember the good 

news the angels told the shepherds about?  Who could you tell this good news to? 

 

Make some pan pipes 

In Bible times, shepherds often played instruments.  Cut up some straws into 

different lengths so you have 4 or 5 pieces.  Arrange them in order from longest 

to shortest so that all the tops are level.  Wrap sticky tape round them to fasten 

them together.  Blow over the tops of the straws to make different sounds.  The 

shepherds praised God when they heard the good news.  Play on your pipes to 

praise God too. 

 

Worshipping Jesus 

There are different ways to worship Jesus and tell him that we love him.  The 

angels worship him by shouting and singing.  You could shout out words of praise to 

God or sing your favourite worship song or carol.  The shepherds worship him by 

telling other people.  You could tell someone else that Christmas is really about 

God’s son being born.  Mary worships him by thinking deeply and praying.  You 

could think about the mystery of God as a baby and say a quiet thank you prayer. 


