
Activities for Wise men visit Jesus: Matthew 2:1-12 (3rd January) 

The adults are looking at the same story as the children today – the wise men 

visiting baby Jesus to worship him and offer him gifts. 

 

Make puppets 

Print off the pictures of the wise men and star from the resources section or 

draw your own pictures.  Cut them out and fasten a craft stick, straw, or pencil to 

the back with sticky tape to make puppets.  Use them to retell the story.  If you 

have made a theatre out of a box, print off the palace scene in the resources 

section as a background and then use the stable scene from previous weeks. 

 

Make some star biscuits 

Use the recipe in the resources section to make some cinnamon star-shaped 

biscuits.  Decorate them with icing sugar and cake decorations.  Give them away to 

people you love, just as the wise men gave gifts to Jesus. 

 

Christmas card stories 

Look through your Christmas cards and see if you can find any that illustrate the 

Christmas story.  Can you find Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus, the shepherds, and 

the wise men on the same card or different cards?  Use them to retell the story. 

 

Thank you letters 

What was your favourite Christmas present?  When you are given a present, it’s 

good to thank the person who gave it to you either in person or by letter, text, 

phone call, or email.  How could you thank God for the Christmas gift of Jesus?  

Maybe you could say a prayer, write a letter, or make a thank you card. 

 

Energetic and quiet games 

Think up different actions for each person in the Christmas story e.g. rocking a 

baby for Mary, lying down asleep for Joseph, spreading out arms like wings for 

angels, running on the spot for shepherds, and bowing down for wise men.  Take 

turns to call out the name of a character in the story and the other person can do 

that action.  For a quieter game, collect up some objects to remind you of the 

Christmas story e.g. a baby doll, angel decoration, toy sheep, wrapped gift, card 

with nativity scene.  Put them on a tray, cover with a cloth, and remove one item.  

Can the other person work out what is missing?  How does it fit in the story? 

 

Star trail 

Cut out some stars and make a trail with them round the house, leading to a 

treasure such as some sweets.  Challenge someone else to follow the trail. 


