
Activities for Jesus as a boy in the Temple: Luke 2:41-52 (17th January) 

The adults are continuing the series on Daniel.  The children will learn about some 

stories from the book of Daniel soon.  But today we will finish the story of Jesus 

growing up and find out what happened when he went to the Temple aged 12. 

 

Making puppets 

Print off the pictures of “Jesus the boy” from the resources section and cut out 

the figures of Mary, Joseph, and the boy Jesus.  You could add sticks to make 

them into puppets.  Retell the story of Jesus going to the Temple with his 

parents, using the picture of the journey to Jerusalem or the Temple scene used 

previously as a background.  When Mary and Joseph set off for home, they 

couldn’t find Jesus.  He was with the teachers in the Temple, his “Father’s house”. 

 

Sequencing pictures 

Print off the “sequencing ages” picture from the resources section or find 

pictures in magazines of people of different ages.  Put the pictures in order from 

the youngest to the oldest.  Can you guess their ages?  Jesus was all these 

different ages.  Can you think of stories about Jesus as a baby?  Can you think of 

stories about Jesus as a man?  There is just one story about Jesus as a boy. 

 

Hiding game 

Hide yourself or an object somewhere in the house for another person to find.  

You (or the object) aren’t lost, it’s just that the ‘seeker’ doesn’t know where you 

are.  In the story, Jesus isn’t lost, or hiding, or being naughty.  He is in the best 

place to be – his Father’s house, which is God’s Temple. 

 

How have you changed? 

The Bible says that Jesus “grew in wisdom and stature”.  How have you grown 

since you were a baby?  Do you have a height chart or measurements on a door 

frame?  How much bigger are you since you were a baby?  You have “grown in 

stature” like Jesus.  What things do you know that you didn’t know as a baby?  

Think of as many things as you can.  You have “grown in wisdom” like Jesus. 

 

Obedience game 

Think of some instructions such as “stand on one leg”, “sing a nursery rhyme”, and 

“pretend to be a duck”.  Write them on slips of paper, fold them up, and put them 

in a bowl.  Ask everyone in your household to pull one out and challenge them to do 

what it says.  Sometimes it can be a bit silly to do as you are told, if it is 

something like standing on one leg!  But it is good to do as your parents tell you.  

The Bible says that Jesus was “obedient” to his parents – he did as he was told. 


