
Activities for Baptism of Jesus: Matthew 3 (14th February) 

The adults are finishing off the series on Daniel, while the children start a new 

mini-series on Jesus starting work.  The adults will be learning about Jesus’ 

baptism and temptation next week and the children will be looking at each story 

separately.  Today we start with John the Baptist baptising Jesus. 

 

Paint and clean 

You may remember the story we had before Christmas of Jesus’ cousin, John, 

being born to elderly Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1.)  When John grew up, God 

gave him the special job of preparing people for Jesus.  John told people they 

should repent of the bad things they’d done.  That meant saying sorry and 

deciding to do the right thing.  Sometimes we all do bad things.  Paint your hands 

and make some handprints on paper.  Think about anything wrong you have done.  

Now wash your hands, say sorry, and ask God to forgive you and wash you clean. 

 

Water play story 

John told the people that they must be baptised – washed clean in the River 

Jordan to show they were really sorry.  When Jesus came to John too, John said 

that Jesus didn’t need to be baptised because he’d done nothing bad or wrong.  

But Jesus wanted to be baptised, the same as everyone else before he started his 

work for God.  Act out the story with two dolls or play people in a tub of water. 

 

Make a dove 

When Jesus was baptised, God’s Holy Spirit came down like a dove.  Make a dove 

using the template in the resources section.  Add concertina wings and thread 

some cotton or string through the hole in its back to make it “fly”. 

 

God loves you and is pleased with you 

As Jesus was baptised, God said, “This is my Son, whom I love.  I am well pleased 

with him.”  Imagine God saying those words to you!  He loves you too!  Say this 

rhyme with actions – shrugging shoulders, doing thumbs up, and adding your name. 

Do you know who Jesus is?  Is he the Son of God? 

God’s voice said, “I am pleased with him.”  Yes, he’s the Son of God! 

Do you know who X is?  Is he/she a child of God? 

God loves him/her and is pleased with him/her.  Yes he/she’s a child of God! 

 

Remembering baptisms 

Have you seen any baptisms?  Sometimes we use the font and sprinkle on water 

and sometimes we use a pool where people go right under the water.  It is a time 

to say sorry and decide to follow Jesus.  Talk about baptism with your household. 


