
Activities for Palm Sunday: John 12:12-16 (28th March) 

The children and adults will all be celebrating Palm Sunday today and learning 

about how Jesus came into Jerusalem riding on a donkey. 

 

Imagine preparing for someone special 

Imagine someone special was coming to your house or town.  What would you do?  

How would you feel?  How would you get ready?  How would you welcome them? 

 

Palm Sunday rhyme © Scripture Union (You could make up some actions to this) 

What would you do, what would you say, 

If Jesus came along this way? 

Would you carry on your play? 

Would you hide or run away? 

Would you stand quite still and pray? 

Would you wave a branch and sway? 

Would you cheer and shout “Hooray”? 

What would you do, what would you say, 

If Jesus came along this way? 

 

Make a palm branch or flag to wave 

The people welcomed Jesus and praised him by waving palm branches.  You could 

cut some branches from the garden to wave (ask permission first) or make palm 

leaves.  Cut out a large leaf shape from green paper (or colour it green) and cut 

snips round the edges to make fronds.  You could also make flags to wave by 

drawing a picture of Jesus, printing off the picture from the resources section, 

writing words like “Hooray for Jesus” on a piece of paper, or getting some fabric 

and attaching it to a stick, straw, or wooden spoon handle with sticky tape.  

Practise waving it – up and down, side to side, round and round, in a figure of 8. 

 

Pretend to be a donkey 

Cut out some donkey ears from card or print off the ears and tail from the 

resources section and fasten them to a strip of card encircling your head.  Fasten 

a scarf, tie or sash round your waist leaving an end dangling like a tail.  Practise 

clip-clopping along and making donkey sounds like ‘Hee haw’! 

 

Act out the story 

Act out the story with your household or teddies.  Someone can be Jesus, walking 

along with another person being the donkey.  Other people can wave flags and 

leaves and shout “Hosanna!” and “Hooray for Jesus!” and “Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord!” and “Blessed is the King of Israel!” and “Praise God!” 


