
 Verse for the year: 
“When your steps are guided by the Lord and 
you delight in his way, though you stumble, 

you shall not fall headlong, for the Lord holds 
you fast by the hand.”   

Psalm 37: 23-24 
 
 

Bulletin from St Matthew’s Walsall 
Sunday 4th April 2021 

 
 

Prayer requests  
Please pray for those known to you and the wider church who are struggling at this time. Please also 
remember in your prayers Rob Bradburn; Marian Masters; Viv’s nephew Graham in Canada; Paula; Claire; 
Kennard; Mark; Agnieszka; and Ian. Please pray for the family and friends of Daphne Steane, and Meg 
Caine. Please remember everyone who belongs to St Matthews – whatever life is giving them at present 
that our loving Lord will be with them giving them strength and the ability to cope. Continue to pray for all 
who have Covid or are recovering from Covid. 
 
Funeral Details 
Daphne Steane’s funeral will be on Wednesday 7th April at 4pm.  If you would like webcast details so that 
you can watch the funeral, please contact Jim. 
 
Church Services 
Our 8.45am service in church are back up and running. This will run alongside our current 10.00am service 
online at our St Matthew’s Walsall YouTube channel and you can also listen to our Bible readings and 
sermon from this service by phoning our “dial a service” number 01922 664 606. Calls are charged at the 
normal rates. Asian Congregation still meet via Skype at 4.00pm on Sundays. 
 
RightNow Media Recommendations  
RightNow Media is an online Christian video streaming website, it has a collection of videos including Bible 
Studies, Kids shows, Conferences, short videos and lots of other things. It is absolutely free. Email the office 
to get signed up. Throughout January we will have kids’ recommendations that run alongside our all age 
section of our 10.00am service. 
Easter Sunday RightNow Media (4th April) 

• Popular Kids Shows / Superbook / Season 1 / session 11 (27 mins) 

• Shorts / Holy Moly / Easter Collection / Session 4 (6 mins) 

• Ages 0-3 / Bedbug Bible Gang / Easter Party (24 minutes) 

• Sing Along Kids Shows / Little Worship Company / Session 10 / Joy (12 minutes) 
 
Annual Church meeting change of dates – Advance notice 
The Annual Church meeting will now take place on Monday 24th May 2021.  The PCC will meet the week 
before on Monday 17th May.  This will allow the PCC to meet and approve the audited financial report prior 
to presenting it to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) also known as the AGM. 
 
 
  



A Roadmap to re-opening the church (Hopefully) 
This broadly follows the steps outlined by the government. 
Step 1b  Palm Sunday 28th March – 8.45am service restarts 
Step 2   Wednesday 21st April - restart the midweek 10am service  

Saturday 1st May - Begin a “re-engaging with children” service  
Step 3   Start to “test” live streaming the 8.45am service in preparation for step 4 
Step 4  Sunday 27th June - restart the 10.45am service & move to online streaming rather than 

recording for YouTube 
Step 5 September – consider restarting separate 8.00am BCP and 9.00am CW service 
Obviously, this needs to remain flexible and many other things are also being discussed but this represents 
our current planning. 
 
April Prayer Diary Is now available online at https://www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/April-2021-prayer-diary.pdf or contact the office for a print copy. 
 
Opening up Children’s Church 
As lockdown eases, the children will be following the church’s roadmap to recovery, which we hope will be 
as follows: 

• From Sunday 11th April – The children’s slot in the online services will be simplified with a children’s 
Bible story and prayer rhyme. The weekly activity sheets and RightNow Media suggestions will 
continue and can be found in the weekly emails, bulletin, and resources section of the church 
website. 

• From Saturday 1st May – A new short, fortnightly children’s service, Jesus and Me (or JAM), will 
start at 9.30 am in church. It will be aimed at families with children under 11 and include action 
songs, Bible stories, and family activities.  More information and invitations to this will follow 
shortly. 

• From Sunday 27th June – When the 10.45 am service restarts, (as the government reaches step 4 of 
its roadmap to recovery) Children’s Church will also resume with groups for all ages.  This is the 
earliest Sunday that this will begin. 

You and your children can get involved by 
• Watching the online service together and joining in with the songs and prayers 
• Watching the suggested RightNow Media videos together 
• Singing and dancing along to the Coronavirus Keep Fit videos with Rev Jim on our YouTube channel 
• Downloading and using the weekly children’s activity sheets 
• Having a go at the suggested children’s activities each week 
• Sharing photos and videos of your child doing Children’s Church activities on our social media pages 
• Volunteering to participate in the online services e.g. by recording your child saying the Lord’s 

prayer or prayer rhyme 
• Coming along to JAM when it starts 
• Returning to Children’s Church when it restarts 

If you or your children would like to be involved in recording the Lord’s prayer or prayer rhyme for a future 
online service, please contact Priscilla at priscillatrood@btinternet.com or on 07984 626637. If you need 
help with recording, please contact Jim, who can come and record you on your doorstep. 
 
Greener Energy! 
All of St Matthew's Church gas and electric now comes from a green energy provider! All of our electricity 
is now generated by wind, solar or hydro generators and all of our gas is fully off-set by supporting carbon-
reduction projects around the world. What's more, we've also got a referral code - if you switch to Bulb as 
your green energy provider using our code https://bulb.me/johne7123 then both you and the Church will 
get £50 of credit in our accounts! Brilliant! Find out more at https://bulb.co.uk/ 
St Matthew's Church reports this as information and not as a specific recommendation. It is important you 
make your own decision about changing energy supplier. 
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Spring Harvest Home 2021 Takes place from 4th to 8th April.  We’re excited, 
and we can’t wait for you to join us as we worship our unrivalled God together.  
Tickets are still available from https://springharvest.org/springharvesthome21 
 
Baby Massage 
A new baby massage class will start on Monday 19th April at 1.00 – 2.30 pm in 
the Church Centre.  The 5 week course costs £30 and is suitable for babies 
under one and their carers.  Baby massage can help with bonding, relaxation, 
and pain relief.  For more information and to book a place, please contact Priscilla at 
priscilla.meandmybaby@gmail.com or on 07984 626637. 
 

VaccinAid  
The Church of England is supporting the ‘VaccinAid’ campaign which aims to 
help fund the biggest vaccination drive in history. It is being led by UNICEF.  
The campaign offers people a practical way to give thanks for their Covid-19 
vaccination, by making a voluntary donation to help pay for jabs for other 
people around the world. It aims to help fund almost two billion vaccines for 
health workers and the most high risk and vulnerable people on our planet.  
Archbishop Justin Welby has encouraged people and congregations to donate 
and to spread the word in the community, as a practical demonstration of 
Jesus’s command to love our neighbour. If you want to know more 
information or want to make a donation you can go to www.vaccinaid.org  

 

Together Apart - The Gathering 
We're happy to announce that we will be hosting our 4th 
regional Together Apart gathering on Sunday 9th May at 
6pm, live on Facebook and Zoom. We'll be reflecting on a 
year in lockdown, including interviews with leaders from 
across the region about how they have seen God move 
through the togetherness of His Church during the 
pandemic. We'll also be chatting to Bishop Ruben King 
(NTGD Harvest Temple), reflecting on how we can build 
bridges between black majority and white majority 
churches in the light of one year since the murder of 
George Floyd. Our previous Together Apart gatherings 
saw hundreds of people tune in live to watch and we hope 
that if you were one of them, you'll join us again and if you weren't, you'll be able to make it this 
time. We're sure it will leave you blessed and encouraged. The gathering is best enjoyed if you’re part 
of the Zoom room. This will allow you to stay on Zoom after the live-stream ends and ask questions 
to our participants. To access the Zoom room details, please email info@loveblackcountry.org.uk.   

 
COVID Cash Recovery  
Is a free 2-hour course which upskills churches, charities and community workers to help individuals 
recover from the financial problems that have arisen due to the coronavirus. For further information, 
please contact Cassius 
 
The Children's Society - Distracting our Young People for the Better – Approaches to Keeping them Safe 
Wednesday 14 April 2021, 2.00pm – 3.00pm The Children’s Society and Transforming Communities 
Together invite you to a Regional Webinar to understand more about children and young people who are 
at risk of entering the Criminal Justice System, and recognising the risks/signs of Modern Day Slavery. 
Hosted by Gill Dean (TCS Relationship Manager for the Diocese of Lichfield), hear from The Revd Adam 

https://springharvest.org/springharvesthome21
mailto:priscilla.meandmybaby@gmail.com
http://www.vaccinaid.org/
mailto:info@loveblackcountry.org.uk
mailto:cassius.francis@tctogether.org.uk
https://loveblackcountry.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e47ced4b855a2771d9492ebee&id=f2ab66bdcd&e=90971a2bc6


Edwards (Chief Officer - TCT), Jessica Whitefield & Georgia Boyce (Service Managers from TCS Climb 
Diversionary Service in West Mercia) as well as Debbie Huxton (Modern Day Slavery Campaigner with the 
MU/TCT). This webinar covers the Dioceses of Lichfield, Worcester and Hereford. Sign up even if you can’t 
attend on the day to receive a recording with the presentations as well as all the exciting links. Tickets are 
free but registration is essential via 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Jy9ysfyVR76qBZfMLEViKA?mc_cid=421e7079c4&mc_eid
=5f6955861f 
 
Virtual Coffee Mornings   
Take place every Thursday from 10am-11am. These are informal sessions for anyone supporting someone 
with money worries. To take part, grab a cuppa and join. Zoom Meeting ID: 862 9476 0368 and Passcode: 
154934 
 
Bringing People Together (BPT)   
Is a network designed to ‘connect people to others from the comfort of their own home’. People can join 
groups by landline, mobile or computer. BPT groups all share a set of principles based on inviting, 
welcoming and mutual respect. Find out more at www.bringingpeopletogether.org.uk 
 
Days off Please note that until further notice both Rev Jim and Rev Joe will be taking Friday as their day off 
and their phones will be switched off. Should there be a need to contact them in an emergency, please 
contact one of our church wardens, Judith, Patti, Diane or Anna. The office will be closed Tuesday 6th April. 
 
Morning Prayer 
If you want to join Jim and Joe for Morning Prayer the arrangements have changed a 
little during lockdown.   

• Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at 8.30am on Zoom (Meeting ID: 895 8349 
9139, Password: 949576) 

• Wednesday at 8.00am joint with Blue coat Academy staff (details on request 
from Jim) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Contacts:  
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, email – rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Curate: Joe Smith 07946 398442, email – curate@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk  
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606  
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): email - prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909, email - safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Online Communications: Mike Ray email - rotas@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Church Office (Thursdays): Kirsten Groom 01922 626039 email - office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
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