
Activities for Barnabas Encourages: Acts 9:19b-31, 11:19-30 (13th June) 

The children are continuing to learn about people from the early church in the 

book of Acts.  Today we focus on Barnabas, originally called Joseph (Acts 4:36). 

 

Acting out the story with puppets 

Use the puppet you made last week of Paul and make one of Barnabas using the 

template in the resources section.  Fold the paper in half and fasten the top and 

side with sticky tape, leaving the bottom section open to insert your hand like a 

glove puppet.  Do you remember the story of how Saul/Paul changed on the road 

to Damascus?  He changed from wanting to kill Christians to wanting to tell people 

about God and Jesus.  (Turn the angry Paul puppet to the smiley face.) Some of 

the Christians didn’t believe he had really changed.  But Barnabas trusted him and 

told the others.  (Move the Barnabas puppet next to Paul.)  What do you think 

Barnabas said?  Together, Paul and Barnabas travelled around telling more people 

about Jesus.  (Move the puppets round together.)  What a good friend he was! 

 

Trusting games 

Barnabas trusted Paul.  Do you trust the grown ups in your household?  Put a 

blindfold on and ask them to lead you through an obstacle course in your house or 

garden.  Do you trust them to keep you safe?  Or you could ask them to catch you 

as you fall backwards with your eyes shut.  Do you really trust them to catch you? 

 

Paper footprint prayers 

Stand on some paper and draw round your feet.  You could ask a grown up to help 

you.  Cut out your footprints and do the same for other members of your 

household.  You could make lots.  Make a trail of footprints to follow round the 

house.  Paul and Barnabas travelled a long way to tell people about Jesus and 

encourage them.  As you stand on each person’s footprints pray for them.  “Please 

God, help X to follow you and tell people about Jesus wherever they go.  Amen.” 

 

Using the Bubbles sheet and a map 

Print off the Bubbles sheet from the resources section.  Follow the route that 

Barnabas took along the yellow triangles to Jerusalem.  Read Acts 9:26-28.  

Follow the green circles and blue stars.  Read Acts 11:22-26.  Where else did 

Barnabas go?  Look at a map in an atlas or Bible to see the way he went.  Can you 

find Cyprus (where Barnabas lived), Jerusalem, Damascus, Antioch, and Tarsus? 

 

Run-around game 

Label 4 walls Jerusalem, Damascus, Antioch, and Tarsus.  When someone calls out 

one of the places, you have to run to that wall.  For “Cyprus”, go to the middle. 


