
 
 

Verse for the year: 
“When your steps are guided 
by the Lord and you delight 

in his way, though you 
stumble, you shall not fall 

headlong, for the Lord holds 
you fast by the hand.”   

Psalm 37: 23-24 
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Church News 

 
Prayer requests Please pray for those known to you and the wider church who are 
struggling at this time. Please also remember in your prayers Colin Townsend; Judith 
Craddock; Iris Taylor; Dominic Perks; Scott Crosby; Farid and Yasi; Rob Bradburn; Marian 
Masters; Mark; Tina; Ian; Helen Robinson's sister, Elspeth; Christine Styche; Aga and Mack 
McIntosh. Please remember in your prayers, the family, and friends of Pamela Brown. 
 
Pamela Brown Sadly, one of our members from Church Hill Praise, Pamela, died last week 
after a short illness. Funeral details will be circulated once they are known. A donation page 
has been set up for anyone who knew Pamela and would like to contribute to Rethink 
Mental Illness in her memory: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pamela-brown-in-
memory 
 
The 10:45am service restarts on Sunday 27th June in our church building and also live-
streamed on our YouTube channel. Join us as we gather together to worship, pray and learn 
from God. Creche, children's church, youth church, prayer ministry and communion will be 
available at selected services. However, we will not be able to serve refreshments yet. 
Depending on government restrictions, you may need to wear a face covering and socially 
distance - therefore, booking is essential to ensure we have enough space. Please book a 
ticket for everyone in your group (including children), and book early to avoid 
disappointment! Tickets are available now for the first service on Sunday 27th June, and 
tickets for later services will become available week by week. "Book Tickets" 
www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/services Our last 10:00am online service will be on Sunday 
20th June. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pamela-brown-in-memory
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pamela-brown-in-memory
http://www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/services


Church Services Please see the image at the top of the page for service timings. You can 
also listen to our Bible readings and sermon from the 10.00am YouTube service by phoning 
our “dial a service” number 01922 664 606. Calls are charged at the normal rates. 
 
The Church Office is now open; Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 9.30am-2.30pm each 
week. Please note: The Church Office will be closed Monday 14th – Friday 18th June, and 
there will be a combined bulletin for Sunday 13th and Sunday 20th June. Those who receive 
envelopes will not receive one for Sunday 20th June. 
 
Place of Welcome (Tuesdays) One of the most important ministries we have to the people 
of Walsall is making our church a place of welcome. As part of this, we are planning to re-
open our “drop in” at the Church on Tuesdays. However, we could do with a few more 
volunteers to join the team and to help with the restart. It involves being friendly to people 
who want to come into the church either to visit, look around, pray, chat, or just have some 
refreshments. The commitment is 3 hours a month on a Tuesday during the day. If you 
think you might be able to help with this, please contact Kirsten in the church office or Sara 
Hartshorne. 
 
Church Cleaning We are planning to start cleaning the church on Friday mornings again 
soon, however, we need more volunteer cleaners. Usually the cleaning takes place at 9.30-
11.00am on Fridays. If you can only offer part of the session or can offer another time, that 
would help too. Please contact the church office or Pat Blewitt or Diane Edlin if this is 
something you could do. Thank you. 
 
St Matthew’s Church Survey As part of the work on the Discipleship strand of our church 
vision, it would be very helpful if everyone who considers themselves a member of St 
Matthew’s could complete a survey. It is mainly tick boxes, is completely anonymous and 
takes no more than 10 minutes to complete (probably a lot less). There is a different survey 
for different age groups. So please complete a different survey for every member of your 
household (Parents may need to help the youngest children). 

• Adult survey - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5384/surveys/church-
development-tool  

• 6-13 Year olds survey - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5384/surveys/junior-
survey  

• 0-5 Year olds survey https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5384/surveys/child-
survey  

If you would rather have a paper copy of the survey, they are available from the church. 
Those who receive printed bulletins, will receive a survey in their envelope. Please return 
completed paper copies to the box at the back of church. The deadline to complete the 
surveys is the last Sunday in June, the 27th. The results will filter into a national church 
survey but the reason we are taking part is because we believe it strongly aligns with our 
new church vision that Jim spoke about at the Annual Meeting. If you have any questions, 
please do speak to Jim. 
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Visitation The Archdeacon of Walsall’s Visitation 2021 will take place on Wednesday 30th 
June at St Michael’s Church, Hall Lane, Pelsall, WS3 4JN at 7.00pm. It is hoped that this will 
also be broadcast over Zoom. This service is to formally admit the recently elected 
Churchwardens into their legal office. 
 
Safer St Matthew's Crowdfund In just over one week, the fund stands at £800 + £170 Gift 
Aid. Wow, well done and thanks! About half of this money has come from Sunday 
congregations and half from outside the worshipping church community. If you would like 
to join the campaign, you can get in touch with John or use social media 
links. https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/safer-st-matthews 
 
June Prayer Diary This is available online at https://www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/June-2021-prayer-diary.pdf or 
contact the office for a print copy. 
RightNow Media Recommendations RightNow Media is an 
online Christian video streaming website, it has a collection of 
videos including Bible Studies, Kids shows, Conferences, short videos and lots of other 
things. It is absolutely free. Email the office to get signed up. Throughout January we will 
have kids’ recommendations that run alongside our all age section of our 10.00am service. 
13 June: Barnabus encourages 

• Popular Kids shows / Ryan Defrates: Secret Agent / Session 10 / The Strawberry 
Shrink Ray 

For Younger children 

• Popular Kids Shows / BOZ / B-O-Z and 1-2-3 / Session 3 / B Nice 2 Each Other (14 
mins) 

 
Opening up Children’s Church As lockdown eases, the children will be following the 
church’s roadmap to recovery, which we hope will be as follows: 

• JAM has started – It runs every other Saturday morning, Jesus 
and Me (or JAM). It starts at 9.30am in church. It is aimed at families 
with children under 11 and includes action songs, Bible stories, and 
family activities. You will need to book online to attend. 

• From Sunday 27th June – When the 10.45 am service restarts, (as 
the government reaches step 4 of its roadmap to recovery) 
Children’s Church will also resume with groups for all ages. This is the earliest Sunday that 
this will begin. 
 
The Bells are Ringing Again! The bellringers have begun practicing on Wednesday evening 
again, and they will ring on Sunday 30th May morning. Contact John Edlin for more 
information. 
 
Beware There are some unscrupulous people online, and some may try and email you to 
obtain information. Any email from a St Matthew's Church staff member, will always be 
from a recognised email address usually ending in stmatthewschurch.co.uk. If you are at all 
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uncertain about an email, please do not open or respond to it and contact the relevant 
person by phone or text. Unfortunately, we can do little to stop this so please be vigilant. 
 
Do you have a good sense of humour and a desire to be creative? Our wonderful band of 
amateur flower arrangers is dwindling, and we would love to have some new people join 
the group.  No previous experience is needed. It usually meets on Friday mornings from 
9.30am to 11am and is a social and fun group to be part of with lots of laughter. Please 
contact Rev Jim (07939 587 208) or Helen Robinson (01922 694 225).  
 
Morning Prayer If you want to join Jim and Joe for Morning Prayer: 

• Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday at 8.30am on Zoom (Meeting ID: 
895 8349 9139, Password: 949576) 

• Wednesday at 8.00am joint with Blue coat Academy staff (details 
on request from Jim) 

 

Wider Church News 

 
A message from Lichfield Cathedral Dear colleagues, Each day we pray for a different 
deanery in the Cathedral. We will be praying for Walsall deanery on Friday, 18th June, in our 
private and our public prayers, in particular at the evening service. Do let us know if you 
and any-one from your parishes are able to join us in the Cathedral for the Eucharist at 
12.30 or Evensong at 5.30pm. You can also join online, at Lichfield Cathedral | Facebook. 
Revd. Canon Dr David Primrose 
 
Shaping for Mission – A Message from Bishop Michael As we continue with the Shaping for 
Mission process, Bishop Michael reminds us that we have been offered an opportunity to 
seek God’s will for the shape of the church in the future, and to be bold and creative in our 
response to mission and ministry. He writes:  

Our Shaping for Mission process is entering a new and crucially important phase in its 
development. Each one of us needs to ask: ‘In our own situation, what are the 
priorities for mission, and what resources would we want to be in place to enable us 
to fulfil those priorities?’ This is a great opportunity to think ahead prayerfully, 
imaginatively and realistically, and to make a real difference in shaping the pattern of 
our life and mission together. I do encourage you to make the most of this chance 
now – it would be so sad if, in five years’ time or so, we were to look back and think: 
‘If only we had grasped that opportunity then; if only we had been a bit more 
creative, a bit more decisive, a bit more committed’. Our God is inviting us to share in 
the mission of his Son in the power of his Spirit as we build the future of his Church 
together; my prayer is that each one of us will respond to that invitation with 
confidence and hope. 

You can watch a video of this reflection at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErxcNuehnMMdo  
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Love Black Country Noticeboard with events and job vacancies often. You can view it at: 
https://loveblackcountry.org.uk/category/noticeboard/ 
 
Transforming Communities Together You can find the 
latest information from the Diocese's Transforming 
Communities Together at: 
https://tctogether.org.uk/whats-new 
 
Year Out Expand: find out more evening Expand is a new year out programme for the Black 
Country, providing young people aged 18-25 with the time and opportunity to explore 
God's call on their life. Expand will equip young people to serve God in their own local 
churches, receive quality discipleship training to deepen their relationship with Jesus and 
take part in local and international missions at various points during the year. On 
Wednesday 23rd June, we are hosting a "find out more night" with FREE PIZZA! Come 
along to find out more about what the gap year involves, ask any questions you may have, 
explore if it's the right thing for you and meet the organisers. TO book tickets go to: 
https://loveblackcountry.org.uk/events/findoutmore/ The Find Out More Night will take 
place at Amblecote Christian Centre. 
 
Healthy Habits We have all been affected in some way by the pandemic. One thing that has 
happened is that people have formed new habits. Some of them might be healthy, others 
not so much. CPAS have produced a short, simple resource to help evaluate these habits 
and think about how we might like to change or continue with them as we emerge out of 
the lockdown. For those who receive printed bulletins, it is included in your envelope. It can 
be accessed at the following link https://www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/Habit-checker-CPAS.pdf 
 
Global Swansong: South Africa Everyone is welcome to join this session with Bishop 
Stephen Diseko and all our friends from the Diocese of Matlosane on Thursday 24 June, 1-
2.30pm. This informal session will allow for sharing and praying together and discussing the 
current challenges and opportunities. Join on Zoom here - Meeting ID: 861 8208 6762 
Passcode: 096154. Please email Denise Keen if you plan to attend. This is the second in a 
series of six ‘Global Swansongs’ in anticipation of Philip Swan’s retirement as World Mission 
Enabler on 11 September. The first session, last week, was a wonderful opportunity to 
reconnect with our friends from West Malaysia. Details will follow concerning other Global 
Swansongs with Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan (14 July), Kuching (11 August), Mecklenburg, 
Nordkirche (2 September) and the Diocese of Cork, Cloyne and Ross (date TBC). 
 
Ministry Development Reviewers We are looking to add to our list of MDR Reviewers. This 
is a voluntary role but a very important one. It involves confidential conversations with 
clergy about their vocation and ministerial development. All applicants will be offered a 
telephone interview and be asked to provide references. We are looking for clergy beyond 
their curacy and lay applicants with experience of a senior reviewer/training role to 
consider undertaking this ministry. If you're interested in finding out more, please contact 
Revd Jeanette Hartwell, Ministry Training Enabler, or MDR Administrator Jane Instone. 
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Perspectives on the Church (updated notice) The video resource ‘Perspectives on the 
Church’ is via the Shaping for Mission page on the diocesan website; 
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/shaping-for-mission/  
Over the last two weeks we have shared conversations with Lucy Peppiatt, author or 
Women and Worship at Corinth and Rediscovering Scriptures Vision for Women. Lucy has 
been a Bible Study leader at Spring Harvest and is the Principal of Westminster Theological 
Centre. Jonathan Dean, a Methodist Minister and Director of Learning and Ministry for the 
Methodist Church shares his perspectives on challenge and hope as does Anthony Reddie, 
an internationally known professor and black liberation theologian. Today’s video is from 
Ian Paul, a well known author and blogger. Each conversation focuses around the 
questions: what do you think are the biggest challenges the church faces at the moment? 
what opportunities does that give us? What resources do we have to respond to the 
challenges? And what gives you hope for the church. There will be at least 6 more videos in 
the series so do check back on the website or Facebook page to see more. 
 
CYM Applications The Institute for Children Youth and Mission (CYM) is accepting 
applications for their BA degree programme in the areas of children, youth, chaplaincy and 
community ministry. For anyone looking to explore their calling in these ministry areas, 
CYM’s BA and MA degrees offer a mix of practical and theological training to help students 
in their vocational and spiritual development. 
 
Anxiety training for youth & children’s workers With as many as 1 in 3 young people 
suffering with anxiety and wellbeing at an all-time low, now is the time to act. Love Black 
Country Next Gen are excited to be partnering with Reality Youth Trust again to offer youth 
and children’s workers the chance to become licensed anxiety trainers for older children 
and young people. On Tuesday 21st and 29th September, LBC Next Gen will be hosting two 
training sessions on Zoom, delivered by Reality Trust Youth Project, to train and licence 
youth workers to go into schools and deliver the Tranquility Anxiety Course, a new 6 week 
course to help older children and young people find solutions to deal with their anxiety. It is 
designed to be run in secondary schools but can also be delivered in a variety of settings 
including churches and community groups. The training and licence will cost £75. 
You can book your place by emailing deb@loveblackcountry.org.uk 
 

Walsall News 

 

Empowering Women Workshops July The team at Walsall for All are gearing up for their 
July workshops which are FREE for unemployed Women of a working age living in Walsall. 
Childcare and transport costs are also covered. Get in touch with Bindy for more details on: 
P: 07788360148 Email: walsall.communityconnectors@dwp.gov.uk 
 
Places of Welcome Buddies Do you like helping others? Can you commit to some time each 
week to volunteer as a Place of Welcome Buddy? TCT are looking to recruit volunteer 
buddies within the Walsall area to help people attend and enjoy Places of Welcome until 
they develop the confidence to go on their own. Places of Welcome provide a safe and 
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welcoming environment for all members of the community, especially people who want to 
make new friends, find out what is happening locally or get some help and advice. To find 
out more, email Carrie Blount or call her on 07377 918101. 
 
Mental health and suicide awareness training from Walsall Council If you live or work in 
Walsall, why not book onto one of our free community events. This is a 4 hour online virtual 
course and is being hosted by qualified mental health instructors from Walsall Council’s 
Learning and Development Team. Click on the link to book and for more information: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-and-suicide-awareness-training-tickets-
147135372861 
 
Breathing Space Since 4 May 2021 millions of people can now be helped by a new 
government scheme called ‘Breathing Space’ which gives 60 days temporary protection 
from most type of creditors while they take action to get on top of their debts. This new 
scheme will impact ANY PROVIDER working with or supporting people in debt or 
organisations responsible for recovering arrears. We will be delivering a free 1 hour 
webinar to organisations working with people across Dudley and Wolverhampton 
throughout June. Our webinar will cover: What is Breathing Space? How it works? What will 
the impact be for people in debt and the impact for creditors? What are the next steps for 
clients/ providers/ creditors? The webinar will be useful for: Frontline personnel working 
with people in debt, Local authority staff who come into contact with people who are 
struggling to make their regular payments or are already in arrears, Other voluntary sector 
organisations who signpost clients experiencing debt, and Anyone else with an interest in 
helping vulnerable clients get the help they need to regain control of their financial 
situation. Our webinars will take place on: Tuesday 15 June at 2-3pm, Thursday 17 June at 
10-11am, and Monday 28 June 2-3pm. If you would like to attend one of our webinars, 
please email advice@dudleycabx.org with your name, your organisation and which webinar 
you would like to attend. You will then be sent the joining instructions for the event. 
Limited places so book early to avoid disappointment.  
 
Ablewell Advice Foodbank Current shortages include – tinned fruit, jam, noodles, bars of 
soap, shampoo, and deodorants. Donations can be dropped off at the office on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays or at Walsall Town Centre Co-Op. Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Bringing People Together (BPT) Is a network designed to ‘connect people to others from 
the comfort of their own home’. People can join groups by landline, mobile or computer. 
BPT groups all share a set of principles based on inviting, welcoming and mutual respect. 
Find out more at www.bringingpeopletogether.org.uk 
 
Walsall Works Jobs & Apprenticeship Bulletin Please find the latest Walsall Works Bulletin 
online at www.walsallworks.com outlining some of the latest opportunities available. 
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Walsall for All – Hate crime initiative Please can you answer the survey from a personal 
perspective or share with friends, families or contacts and encourage people to complete: 
https://www.walsallforall.co.uk/hate-crime-reduction-initiative  
 
Walsall Summer Holiday Activity Programme We have started planning for the Summer 
Holiday Activity Programme (HAF), If your family is aged 5–16 and is eligible for free school 
meals, you can sign up to get communication about Summer via our HAF Webpage - 
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/forms/HAF-Sign-up-for-summer-news Have a look at our Holiday 
Activities and Food Programme evaluation report from Easter delivery on our webpage 
Website: https://go.walsall.gov.uk/children_and_young_people/haf_signup  
 
Services from Marble Healthcare Holistic support service to anyone age 50+ who lives in 
Walsall and surrounding West Midlands areas. Marble Healthcare provide a broad range of 
service including emotional support, welfare checks, help with paperwork, benefit checks, 
financial and digital inclusion, help with shopping, form filling & information, appointments, 
hobbies/activities of interest etc. For more information contact Safina on 07886 021213 or 
Zee on 07737 967281 or email marblehealthandsocialcare@gmail.com 
  

Other News 

 
Climb Volunteers needed The Children Society's Climb Project are looking for volunteers 
across West Mercia to support young people (aged 10-17) who are at risk of criminal 
exploitation or exposure to criminal activity. Their volunteer mentors will help people 
engage in a variety of activities (from sports to arts), give them a chance to form healthy 
relationships, find new passions and be positive about their future. For more info, email 
Amanda Davison. The charity is also hosting a free webinar during Refugee Week called We 
Cannot Walk Alone on Wednesday 16 June, 11am-12noon, focusing on Children Society 
work with young refugees and migrants. 
 
Look Closer- Child exploitation campaign- Children’s society The National Police Chiefs 
Council and The Children’s Society in asking the public to #LookCloser Exploitation can 
happen anywhere, to any child. Learn how to look beyond the obvious and spot the signs: 
bit.ly/3iVNxLI Along with our partners we regularly raise awareness of Child Exploitation 
including County Lines. We would like to share some material with you which has been 
produced by the Children’s Society as part of their #LookCloser campaign. 
 
Wrens in your family? Dauntless Divisional Photos is trying to trace women who joined the 
Women’s Royal Naval Service, specifically between 1946 and 1981, who did their basic 
training at Training Depot Burghfield, HMTE Burghfield, HMTE Dauntless or HMS 
Dauntless/Reading. The worldwide project, in collaboration with the Association of Wrens, 
is gathering divisional photographs and memories from those training days but also wants 
to reunite ladies with old friends, share anecdotes and relive exciting moments. If someone 
you know donned a blue suit and aimed for a life on the ocean wave, please email 
ddpwrens@gmail.com 
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Key Contacts:  
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Friday) 
Curate: Joe Smith 07946 398442, curate@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Friday) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606  
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909, 
safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Online Communications: Mike Ray rotas@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Church Office: Kirsten Groom 01922 626039 office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
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