
St Matthew’s – All Age Worship & Baptisms 
10.45am Sunday 1st August 2021 

Theme: God call’s Elijah 
 

Welcome back to St. Matthew’s 10.45am service. We are following 
biblical principles to make life better for everybody, so please: 
  - Wear a mask 
  - Consider social distancing 
  - Sanitise your hands on the way into church 
  - Only sing if you are wearing a mask 
There is no Children’s Church during the summer holidays, but there are 
activity sheets available at the back of church. 
Please place any financial gifts in the collection box at the back, use the 
contactless machine or donate via the church website. 

 
Welcome and Notices 
 
 
Opening words (A40) 
   God of our days and years, 
   we set this time apart for you. 
   Form us in the likeness of Christ 
   so that our lives may glorify you. Amen. 
 
 
Song:  

If faith can move the mountains 
Let the mountains move 
We come with expectation 
Waiting here for You 
Waiting here for You 
 
You're the Lord of all creation 
And still You know my heart 
The Author of salvation 
You've loved us from the start 
 
  



   Waiting here for You with our hands 
   Lifted high in praise 
   And it's You we adore 
   Singing alleluia 
 
You are ev'rything You've promised 
Your faithfulness is true 
We're desp'rate for Your presence 
All we need is You 
 
Bridge 
   Singing alleluia alleluia 

 
 
Introductory Activity (Jim) 
 
 
Saying Sorry  
   We’re sorry for the times  
   when we haven’t listened to you or ignored you. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
 
   We’re sorry for the times  
   when we’ve worried instead of trusting you. 
   Christ, have mercy. 
   Christ, have mercy. 
 
   We’re sorry for the times  
   when we’ve known the right thing to do but haven’t obeyed you. 
   Lord, have mercy. 
   Lord, have mercy. 

 
   May the Father forgive us 
   by the death of his Son 
   and strengthen us 
   to live in the power of the Spirit 
   all our days. Amen. 
 
 
  



Song  
In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In my failures You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
  
In the silence, You won't let go 
In the questions, Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
   My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
   Shining in the darkness. I will follow You 
   My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
   I will trust the promise. 
   You will carry me safe to shore  
   (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
   Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
   Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
   Safe to shore 
 
I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
  
Bridge 
   Fire before us. You're the brightest 
   You will lead us through the storms [x4] 

 
 
  



Baptism 
Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give to your 
faithful people new life in the water of baptism. Guide and strengthen us 
by the same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in faith 
and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is 
alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
Presentation of Candidate 

[The minister addresses the congregation] 
Faith is the gift of God to his people.  
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 
People of God, will you welcome these children and uphold them in 
their new life in Christ? 
With the help of God, we will. 

 
Parents and Godparents, the Church receives these children with joy. 
Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith.  Will you pray for 
them, draw them by your example into the community of faith and walk 
with them in the way of Christ? 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Parents and Godparents, in baptism these children begin their journey 
in faith. You speak for them today. Will you care for them, and help 
them to take her place within the life and worship of Christ's Church? 
With the help of God, we will. 

 
[Water is poured into the font] 

 
 
Prayer over the water 

We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. He was 
baptized in the River Jordan, where your Spirit came upon him and 
revealed him as the Son you love. He sent his followers to baptize all 
who turn to him. 
 
Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water, that those who are 
baptized in it may be cleansed in the water of life, and, filled with your 
Spirit, may know that they are loved as your children, safe in Christ for 
ever. Amen.  



Decision 
Parents and Godparents, in baptism, God calls us out of darkness into 
his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to 
new life with him. Therefore I ask: Do you reject the devil and all 
rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 
 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them. 
 
Do you turn to Christ? 
I turn to Christ. 
 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
I submit to Christ.  
 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?  
I come to Christ. 

 
 
Signing with the cross 

Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of his cross. 
 
[The sign of the cross is made on the candidate’s forehead] 
 
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ  
against sin, the world and the devil,  
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
 
May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, restore in 
you the image of his glory, and lead you in the light and obedience of 
Christ. Amen. 

 
  



Profession of Faith 
[The congregation stand] 
 
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 
people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith.  
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
[The congregation sit] 

 
 
Baptism 

[Name], I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour 
upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ's 
pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and 
come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.  Amen. 

 
 
Giving of candle 

Receive this light. This is to show you have passed out of darkness 
into light. God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has 
given us a place with the saints in light. 
Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 
  



Welcome 
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:  
by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. 
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith. We are children of 
the same heavenly Father.  We welcome you! 

 
 
Song 

How lovely is Your dwelling place 
O Lord almighty 
For my soul longs and even faints for You 
For here my heart is satisfied 
Within Your presence 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 
  
   Better is one day in Your courts 
   Better is one day in Your house 
   Better is one day in Your courts 
   Than thousands elsewhere 
 
One thing I ask and I would seek 
To see Your beauty 
To find You in the place 
Your glory dwells 
 
Bridge 
   My heart and flesh cry out 
   For You the living God 
   Your Spirit's water to my soul 
   I've tasted and I've seen 
   Come once again to me 
   I will draw near to You 
   I will draw near to You to You 

 
 
  



Bible Reading (Jack Sargent) 
- 1 Kings 17:1-7  

 
17 Elijah was a prophet from Tishbe in Gilead.[a] One day he went to 
King Ahab and said, “I’m a servant of the living LORD, the God of Israel. 
And I swear in his name that it won’t rain until I say so. There won’t 
even be any dew on the ground.” 
 

2 Later, the LORD said to Elijah, 3 “Leave and go across the Jordan 
River so you can hide near Cherith Creek. 4 You can drink water from 
the creek, and eat the food I’ve told the ravens to bring you.” 
 

5 Elijah obeyed the LORD and went to live near Cherith Creek. 6 Ravens 
brought him bread and meat twice a day, and he drank water from the 
creek. 7 But after a while, it dried up because there was no rain. 

 
   [At the end] 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 
Sermon (Jim Trood)  
 
 
 (Prayer ministry is available in the side chapel) 
 
 
Prayers (Priscilla Trood) 
[These responses are used] 
   Heavenly Father, 
   We send our prayers to you. 
 
 
  



Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come,  
   your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Lead us not into temptation 
   but deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, 
   and the glory are yours 
   now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Take home explanation (Jim) 
 
 
Song:  

Strength will rise 
as we wait upon the Lord. 
We will wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord. 
 
Our God, You reign forever; 
Our hope, our strong deliverer. 
 
   You are the everlasting God, 
   The everlasting God. 
   You do not faint, You won’t grow weary. 
   You’re the defender of the weak, 
   You comfort those in need. 
   You lift us up on wings like eagles. 

 
 
  



Collection Prayer (I4) 
Though many, we form one body in Christ. 
We belong to one another. 
 
By God’s grace we have different gifts. 
We will use them in faith. 
 
Rejoice in hope, stand firm in trouble, be constant in prayer. 
Filled with his Spirit we will serve the Lord. 

 
 
Blessing (J56) 

The God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Matthew's Church: Worshipping God; Equipping his people; 
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall 
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