
 
 

Verse for the year: 
“When your steps are 

guided by the Lord and you 
delight in his way, though 
you stumble, you shall not 
fall headlong, for the Lord 

holds you fast by the hand.”   
Psalm 37: 23-24 

 
 

Bulletin from St Matthew’s Walsall 

Sunday 19th September 2021 

 

Church News 

Prayer requests Please pray for those known to you and the wider church who are 
struggling at this time. Please also remember in your prayers Paul, Jason, Maria, Daniel 
Townsend, Brenda Burden’s granddaughter Celie and her parents Rich and Lou, Leanne 
Hickenbottom-Marriot and family, Angie Patterson, Mack McIntosh, Barbara Parker’s 
brother-in-law Bozz, Danny Slater, Andy Jones, Pat Campbell, Liz Blewitt, Caroline, Marian 
Masters, Margaret Rawe, Rob Bradburn. 
 
Harvest – Sunday 3rd October We will be celebrating Harvest at our 10.45am All Age 
Service. This year we will be supporting two charities: 

- Black Country Foodbank – with produce and sanitary products 
- Onebyone – with financial gifts, specifically to help children in Pakistan who have fled 

Afghanistan. Gift aid envelopes will be available on the day. 
We have invitation cards available in church – please take one to invite a friend to celebrate 
Harvest with us! 
 
Coronavirus and Service update We have taken the decision to maintain the current 
pattern of services for the month of September with the same guidelines in place (e.g. 
please sign in, wear a mask, and put others first). 
 
Traditional Communion Service Questionnaire As we start to emerge from the pandemic, 
we are trying to work out the best way forward for our traditional communion services and 
we need your help. If you have regularly attended this service in the last years or are 
currently attending it, please would you complete the short questionnaire and return it to 
Rev Jim by Sunday 26th September 2021 or put in the box at the back of church. We will be 
circulating the questionnaire to as many people who attend these services as possible 
either via church services, email, or post but if you don’t receive one and would like one, 
please contact the office. 
 



Prayer for Colin Townsend - and a personal message This is a copy of an email sent out to 
our prayer email list on Sunday 12th September. If you would like to be added to the prayer 
list, please contact the church office or prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
“Dear friends, This will be the last prayer request email to be sent by myself, Colin, because I 
am starting a new adventure. Mike Ray will be taking care of these emails in the interim. 
I’ve been a member of St Matthew’s for exactly 11 years, and it’s fair to say I’ve been busy 
in that time, involved with many aspects of church life. Today's 10.45 service was my final 
‘regular’ service here for at least two years. I’ve been selected for Reader training - a Reader 
is a licenced minister who isn't ordained - and for my training I’ll be posted at St Martin’s on 
Sutton Road. You will still see me every 5-6 weeks when I’ll be covering BSL interpreting, and 
Signs for Worship will continue here on Friday evenings, but the rest of the time on 
Sundays I’ll be at St Martin’s, or at Queen’s Theology College in Edgbaston. 
The community of St Matthew’s has stood alongside Daniel and I during some of the most 
difficult parts of our lives, and you’ve become family, ‘home’. It will be strange not being 
with the 10.45 crowd, not forwarding these prayer requests as I’ve done for 10 years, not 
being ‘involved’ as I have been. I’m not disappearing – I’m just up the road, and you’ll see 
me – but this is the end of a very significant time in my life – and I want to say thank you – 
to everyone here, to those who’ve gone before us, to those who now live elsewhere, and to 
God. You’ve kept me standing when otherwise I would have fallen. Daniel, Dave and Jon – 
they’re staying here – though they may pop up the road now and again, they’re committed 
to their roles here. Please do pray for me as I start this adventure. The course is tough, the 
process of training intensive and challenging, and as you'll know, my own situation is 
complicated enough. Your prayers are very much welcomed and coveted, and I will always 
remember you, my St Matthew's family, in my prayers. Bless you, and thank you, 
Colin. *signing off*” 
 
The Evening Service has started! The service starts at 6.30pm and is held in St Matthews 
Centre. A God-centred, interactive, and fun service that is open to all. We aim to develop as 
-disciples as Jesus, -create deep connections and, - discover our distinctive calling. We hope 
to see you there! 
 
Short talks Jim is looking to recruit more people for a team who will be happy to do a 3-5 
minute “All Age” short talk in the weekly 10.45am service. There is a termly list of topics 
that links to this and connects with the Children’s Church themes. If you would be 
interested in doing a short talk, please speak to Jim. 
 
Support As part of the support for the continued work to improve the church building, we 
are looking for someone who would volunteer to write letters of requests for sponsorship 
to local businesses and letters of thanks to those who have supported us. If you feel this is 
something you could do, please speak to Rev Jim or John Edlin. 
 
First Aid Course There is a one spot available on a first aid course on Saturday 2nd October 
from 9.30am-5pm. It will be held in the Church Centre. Please speak to Judith Ridgway to 
find out more information and claim the spot. 
 



OWLs (Our Wave Length) If you are 60 plus and would like to make new friends, why not 
branch out and join us on Thursday afternoon’s 2.00 – 4.00 pm? We meet at St Matthew’s 
Church Centre, St Matthews Close, Walsall, WS1 3DG and enjoy tea, coffee, cake, and 
friendship alongside weekly programmes of films, singing and guest speakers. 
Cost £1.00 For more details phone the Church Office on 01922 626039 or Anne on 07518 
339606 
 
September Prayer Diary This is available online at 
https://www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/prayer-diary-setp-
2021.pdf or contact the office for a print copy. 
 

Alpha is an opportunity to explore 
questions about life and probably after 
the last few years we have, lots of 
people will have questions. It’s a 
friendly, open, and informal 
environment – why not invite a friend to 
come with you. Each session includes 
food/refreshments, a short talk, and a 

discussion. Alpha is a place where you can share your thoughts and also listen to other 
people’s ideas. There’s no pressure, no follow up and no charge. Our next Alpha Course 
starts at 7.30pm on Wednesday 29th September in the church centre with an Introductory 
evening. If you are interested, please contact Jim or Joe. 
 
Days Off Please note that Rev Jim’s day off reverts back to Tuesday (with effect from 14th 
September). Rev Joe’s day off will continue to be on Friday. 
 
Morning Prayer If you want to join with Rev Jim, Rev Joe and others for 
Morning Prayer it takes place on Zoom from Monday to Thursday at 
8.30am (Meeting ID: 895 8349 9139, Password: 949576).  It usually lasts 
about 15 to 20 minutes. 
 

Wider Church News 

Anxiety training for youth & children’s workers With as many as 1 in 3 young people 
suffering with anxiety and wellbeing at an all-time low, now is the time to act.Love Black 
Country Next Gen are excited to be partnering with Reality Youth Trust again to offer youth 
and children’s workers the chance to become licensed anxiety trainers for older children 
and young people. On Tuesday 21st and 29th September, LBC Next Gen will be hosting two 
training sessions on Zoom, delivered by Reality Trust Youth Project, to train and licence 
youth workers to go into schools and deliver the Tranquillity Anxiety Course, a new 6 week 
course to help older children and young people find solutions to deal with their anxiety. It is 
designed to be run in secondary schools but can also be delivered in a variety of settings 
including churches and community groups. The training and licence will cost £75. You can 
book your place by emailing deb@loveblackcountry.org.uk 

mailto:deb@loveblackcountry.org.uk


Transforming Communities Together You can find the 
latest information from the Diocese's Transforming 
Communities Together 
at:https://tctogether.org.uk/whats-new 
 
Discipleship Today: Being And Doing This joint day conference between Lichfield Diocese 
and Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury Methodist District on 4 December 2021 features 
keynote speaker the Revd Roger Walton, at Yarnfield Park Conference Centre near Stone. 
This long established lay-led conference also features Bishop Michael and the Revd Rachel 
Parkinson, Chair of Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury Methodist District. 

 
Guvna B at Fulfil Youth Event The autumn Fulfil is on Friday 19th November to which we 
welcome Guvna B. We expect that this will be an in-person event back at our regular venue 
of Mount Zion Community Church in Aston. Our second guest will be announced very soon. 
Our spring date is 11th March, and the date of the summer event will be confirmed soon 
but it will either be 1st or 8th July. Why not plan to bring your young people to these 
events?! If you are new to BCM and BCM’s youth team you can view this little introductory 
clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZyN_UN9igQ&t=1sand 
 
Job Vacancies via Love Black Country 

- Cook: https://loveblackcountry.org.uk/noticeboard/job-vacancy-cook/ Closing date 
Thursday 23rd September 

- Nursery Assistance: https://loveblackcountry.org.uk/noticeboard/job-vacancy-
nursery-apprentice-3/ Closing date Tuesday 21st September 

- Services Manager: https://loveblackcountry.org.uk/noticeboard/job-vacancy-
services-manager/ Closing date Friday 24th September 

 

Walsall News 

Ablewell Advice Foodbank Current shortages include – dog food, noodles, cooking sauces, 
tinned potatoes, tinned meat, tinned fish, puddings, tinned fruit and jam. Donations can be 
dropped off at the office on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays or at Walsall 
Town Centre Co-Op. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Key Contacts:  
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Friday) 
Curate: Joe Smith 07946 398442, curate@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Friday) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606  
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909, safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Church Office: Kirsten Groom 01922 626039 or 07856 966631 office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (Mon-
Thurs) 
Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
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