
 
 

Verse for the year: 
“When your steps are 

guided by the Lord and you 
delight in his way, though 
you stumble, you shall not 
fall headlong, for the Lord 

holds you fast by the hand.”   
Psalm 37: 23-24 
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Church News 

 
Prayer requests Please pray for those known to you and the wider church who are 
struggling at this time. Please also remember in your prayers Angie Patterson, Mack 
McIntosh, Rosemary Roberts, Brenda Burden, Bozz, Pat Campbell, Liz Blewitt, Caroline, 
Marian Masters, Margaret Rawe, Rob Bradburn. 
 
Coronavirus and Service update We have taken the decision to maintain the current 
pattern of services for the month of September with the same guidelines in place (e.g. 
please sign in, wear a mask, and put others first). However, we hope to trial limited 
refreshments in a few weeks’ time. Those who attend the 8.45am service and the mid-week 
service will be consulted via a questionnaire during September to see what their preference 
is for future service patterns.   
 
The Evening Service will be officially launching on Sunday 5th September. The service starts 
at 6.30pm and is held in St Matthews Centre. A God-centered, interactive and fun service 
that is open to all. We aim to develop as 

- disciples as Jesus,  
- create deep connections and, 
- discover our distinctive calling. 

We hope to see you there! 
 
Short Talks Jim is looking to recruit more people for a team who will be happy to do a 3-5 
minute “All Age” short talk in the weekly 10.45am service. There is a termly list of topics 
that links to this and connects with the Children’s Church themes. If you would be 
interested in doing a short talk, please speak to Jim. 



 
JCU (Joint Christian Union) has given many 
young people friends with whom they can 
share their beliefs with, grow together and 
form a closer relationship to God with. Ben 
Butterfield himself, the youth worker at St 
Matthews church, used to go to JCU before 
leading it. During JCU, we organise fun 
events and play games alongside talks from 
Ben and Owen, whom are both youth 
leaders, and other outside sources that are 
also passionate about helping the young 
people form a relationship with God. As is 

mentioned many times in JCU, getting to know God is not just about fact and stuff that are 
often taught in Religious Education, but it’s forming a meaningful connection with 
Him. Since Summer has arrived, many of the youths who spent time at JCU are moving 
forward in life. Whether it’s going to university or moving homes, we wish them luck on 
their journeys ahead and pray that they will stay close to God wherever they may go. Once 
school starts again, we hope to see some new faces with us so if you’re interested as a 
young person or a parent, please contact Ben Butterfield for more information. You will find 
his details on the St Matthews Church website, or you can pop in and see us on the 8th 
September at 3:30pm - 6pm at the Crescent.  
 
Heritage Open Days. St Matthew's will be taking part in the national Heritage Open Day 
programme again.  We will be open for visitors on Friday September 10th from 6pm to 
8pm, and on Saturday September 11th from 10.30am to 3pm, with 'self-guided' tours of 
the nave and chancel, and the church exterior, and guided visits to the crypt.  If you can 
assist on one or both days, with welcoming, stewarding, or refreshments, please contact 
John Pryce-Jones on 01922 723719 or speak with one of the wardens. Full details of the 
event can be found at https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/event/st-matthews-
parish-church-walsall2 
 
OWLs (Our Wave Length) If you are 60 plus and would like to make new friends, why not 
branch out and join us on Thursday afternoon’s 2.00 – 4.00 pm? We meet at St Matthew’s 
Church Centre, St Matthews Close, Walsall, WS1 3DG and enjoy tea, coffee, cake, and 
friendship alongside weekly programmes of films, singing and guest speakers. 
Cost £1.00 For more details phone the Church Office on 01922 626039 or Anne on 07518 
339606 
 
September Prayer Diary This is available online at 
https://www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/prayer-diary-setp-
2021.pdf or contact the office for a print copy. 
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Children’s Church Meeting There will be a meeting of Children’s Church leaders and 
helpers on Thursday 9th September at 7.30 pm at the Rectory (48 Jesson Road). If anyone 
would like to get involved in the children’s work, they would be very welcome to come 
along.  Please speak to Priscilla or contact her on 07984 626637. 
 
Baby Massage The next baby massage course at St Matthew’s Church Centre starts on 
Monday 13th September at 1.00-2.30 pm. Baby massage is suitable for babies up to one 
year old and their carers and is a great way to spend quality time together, helping to relax 
your baby and provide pain relief from things like teething and tummy ache. The 5 week 
course costs £30. Contact Priscilla on 07984 626637 to find out more and book a place. 
 

Alpha is an opportunity to explore 
questions about life and probably after 
the last few years we have, lots of 
people will have questions. It’s a 
friendly, open, and informal 
environment – why not invite a friend to 
come with you. Each session includes 
food/refreshments, a short talk, and a 

discussion. Alpha is a place where you can share your thoughts and also listen to other 
people’s ideas. There’s no pressure, no follow up and no charge. Our next Alpha Course 
starts at 7.30pm on Wednesday 29th September in the church centre with an Introductory 
evening. If you are interested, please contact Jim or Joe. 
 
Days Off Please note that Rev Jim’s day off reverts back to Tuesday (with effect from 14th 
September). Rev Joe’s day off will continue to be on Friday. 
 
Morning Prayer If you want to join with Rev Jim, Rev Joe and others for 
Morning Prayer it takes place on Zoom from Monday to Thursday at 
8.30am (Meeting ID: 895 8349 9139, Password: 949576).  It usually 
lasts about 15 to 20 minutes. 



Wider Church News 

 
Let’s Talk - real conversations that make a difference This event focuses on how to stay 
safe and protect our children from the evils of criminal exploitation, human trafficking and 
modern slavery. The Lichfield Diocese Mothers’ Union (LDMU), Lichfield Cathedral and 
Transforming Communities Together (TCT) are inviting families (from aged ten and 
upwards) from across our diocese to come together for this ground-breaking event. This is a 
call to action, to gather and to equip! There is power in multiple generations coming 
together for two hours to focus on the real dangers of criminal exploitation, human 
trafficking and modern slavery - a growing issue, that threatens all ages. We’ll 
be sensitively discussing how we might work together to keep our children safe, valuing the 
input of the children themselves. This is a unique opportunity to engage with our LDMU 
members, their families, and the wider church. With alarming figures reported in April 
2021, we must act now for the safety of our children. No matter where we live, there is real 
danger. During the pandemic, many vulnerable people have been targeted in the UK. 
Reports of sexual and criminal exploitation increased dramatically. Children are being 
groomed into drug criminal gangs in so-called ’county lines’ trafficking, forced begging and 
shoplifting. The BBC reported recently that a 14-year-old boy was recruited in less than 80 
minutes on social media. Please email: info@tctogether.org.uk for more info. Book here: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-talk-real-conversations-that-make-a-difference-
tickets-166841524491  

 

Mental Health Awareness A One hour online session brought to you by Transforming 
Communities Together and delivered by Support Staffordshire. Date and Time: Tuesday 
14th September 2021, 2pm-3pm. About this event 

- Do you know what mental ill health means? 
- Would you know how to communicate with someone who is struggling? 
- Would you like to know how to improve mental wellbeing? 

In this session, we cover common mental health problems and symptoms, how to support 
someone who is struggling and where to look for professional support.We will also look at 
wellbeing tools and practices that we can all use to improve our mental health during these 
difficult times.Training certificates will be provided. Book at:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/second-tct-mental-health-awareness-with-support-
staffordshire-tickets-
162523396855?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_cid=9b169e9175&mc_eid=5f6955861f 
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Mary commissioned The Revd Mary 
Thomas was commissioned as the Bishop of 
Lichfield's new Adviser for Women In 
Ministry last Thursday. Mary, the Vicar of 
Albrighton, Boningale and Donington in 
Shropshire, will take on the key advocacy 
role as the diocese continues to work to 
ensure that women in ordained ministry 
experience better development and 
flourishing. Find out more about Mary 
and her appointment on our website: 
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/news/mary-takes-on-advocacy-role.php 
 
Anxiety training for youth & children’s workers With as many as 1 in 3 young people 
suffering with anxiety and wellbeing at an all-time low, now is the time to act.Love Black 
Country Next Gen are excited to be partnering with Reality Youth Trust again to offer youth 
and children’s workers the chance to become licensed anxiety trainers for older children 
and young people.On Tuesday 21st and 29th September, LBC Next Gen will be hosting two 
training sessions on Zoom, delivered by Reality Trust Youth Project, to train and licence 
youth workers to go into schools and deliver the Tranquility Anxiety Course, a new 6 week 
course to help older children and young people find solutions to deal with their anxiety. It is 
designed to be run in secondary schools but can also be delivered in a variety of settings 
including churches and community groups. The training and licence will cost £75. You can 
book your place by emailing deb@loveblackcountry.org.uk 
 
Transforming Communities Together You can find the 
latest information from the Diocese's Transforming 
Communities Together 
at:https://tctogether.org.uk/whats-new 
 
Love Black Country Noticeboard with events and job vacancies and some volunteer 
opportunities too. You can view it at: 
https://loveblackcountry.org.uk/category/noticeboard/  

 
Discipleship Today: Being And Doing This joint day conference between Lichfield Diocese 
and Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury Methodist District on 4 December 2021 features 
keynote speaker the Revd Roger Walton, at Yarnfield Park Conference Centre near Stone. 
This long established lay-led conference also features Bishop Michael and the Revd Rachel 
Parkinson, Chair of Wolverhampton & Shrewsbury Methodist District. 
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Walsall News 

 
Ablewell Advice Foodbank Current shortages include – dog food, noodles, cooking sauces, 
tinned potatoes, tinned meat, tinned fish, puddings, tinned fruit and jam. Donations can be 
dropped off at the office on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays or at Walsall 
Town Centre Co-Op. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Walsall Works Jobs & Apprenticeship Bulletin Please find the latest Walsall Works Bulletin 
online at www.walsallworks.com outlining some of the latest opportunities available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Contacts:  
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Friday) 
Curate: Joe Smith 07946 398442, curate@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Friday) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606  
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909, 
safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
Church Office: Kirsten Groom 01922 626039 or 07856 966631 
office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (Mon-Thurs) 
Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 
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