
St Matthew’s – Morning Praise 

10.45am Sunday 12th September 2021 
Service Leader: Rev Joe Smith Preacher: Mr Jimm Rennie 

Theme: Beatitudes 1: Blessed are the poor in spirit 
 

Welcome back to St. Matthew’s 10.45am service. We are following 
biblical principles to make life better for everybody, so please: 
 - Wear a mask 

- Consider social distancing 
- Sanitise your hands on the way into church 
- Only sing if you are wearing a mask 

Children leave at the end of Keep fit with Jim/Action song and return at 
the end of the service. We will be serving refreshments after the service, 
please follow the one way system and continue to observe social 
distancing. 
Please place any financial gifts in the collection box at the back, use the 
contactless machine or donate via the church website. 

 

 

Welcome, Notices and Opening Prayer 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
Silence is kept. 
As God’s people we have gathered: 
let us worship him together. 

 

Song:  Our God (water you turned into wine)  

Water You turned into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like You 
None like You 

 
Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There's no one like You 
None like You 

 
     Our God is greater 
     Our God is stronger 



     God You are higher than any other 
     Our God is healer 
     Awesome in power our God our God 
 
     And if our God is for us 
     Then who could ever stop us 
     And if our God is with us 
     Then what could stand against 
 
 

Short Talk  Barbara Parker 

 
 

Confession & Absolution 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world 
and knows our every word and deed. 
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
We have not always worshipped God, our creator. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

 
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
The Lord enrich you with his grace, 
and nourish you with his blessing; 
the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 
the Lord accept your prayers, 
and absolve you from your offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 

 

Keep fit with Rev Jim/All Age song: Shine 

Shine from the inside out  



That the world will see  
You live in me (repeat) 

 
     You know me and You love me  
     You fill me So send me (to) 
 

Know me, love me, fill me, send me  
Know me, love me, fill me, send me  
Know me, love me, fill me, send me (to) 

 
 
Children leave during song after the Coronavirus Keep-Fit with Rev 

Jim and return at the end. 
 
 

Intercessions 

These responses may be used 
  Lord, in your mercy 
  hear our prayer. 

At the end 
  Merciful Father, 
  accept these prayers 
  for the sake of your Son, 
  our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Collect 

Almighty God,  
whose only Son has opened for us  
a new and living way into your presence:  
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills  
to worship you in spirit and in truth;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 



Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   
Amen. 
 

 

1st Bible Reading 

- Philippians 2:1-11 (Elaine Brookes) 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, 
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of 
you to the interests of the others. 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: 

6 who, being in very nature[a] God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death – 
        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-11+&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-11+&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-29399b


10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

[At the end] 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

 

2nd Bible Reading 

- Luke 15:11-32 (Graham Hird) 
 

11 Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger 
one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he 
divided his property between them. 
 
13 ‘Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he 
had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, 
and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a 
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed 
to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 
gave him anything. 
 
17 ‘When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired 
servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set 
out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; make me like one of your hired servants.” 20 So he got up and 
went to his father. 

‘But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round him and 
kissed him. 

21 ‘The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 

22 ‘But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put 
it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the 



fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they 
began to celebrate. 

25 ‘Meanwhile, the elder son was in the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants 
and asked him what was going on. 27 “Your brother has come,” he replied, 
“and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe 
and sound.” 

28 ‘The elder brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 
went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, “Look! All 
these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 
Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property 
with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!” 

31 ‘“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this 
brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”’ 

[At the end] 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

 

Sermon Mr Jimm Rennie 

 

 

  



Affirmation of faith 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 

 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 

 
 

Prayer Ministry is now available in the side chapel. 
 
 

Song:  Mighty to save (Everyone needs compassion) 

Everyone needs compassion, 
love that’s never failing; 
let mercy fall on me. 
Everyone needs forgiveness, 
the kindness of a saviour; 
the hope of nations. 

    
     Saviour, He can move the mountains, 
     my God is mighty to save, 
     He is mighty to save. 
     Forever, author of salvation, 
     He rose and conquered the grave, 
     Jesus conquered the grave. 
 
 



So take me as You find me, 
all my fears and failures, 
fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow 
everything I believe in, 
now I surrender. 

 
     Shine your light 
     and let the whole world see, 
     we’re singing 
     for the glory of the risen King, 
     Jesus. 
 
 

Song:  In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 



 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 
 

Collection Prayer 

 
 

Blessing 

Almighty God, 
who raised Jesus from the dead 
and exalted him to your right hand on high: 
may we know your resurrection power in our daily lives 
and look with hope to that day 
when we shall see you face to face 
and share in your glory, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
one God, now and for ever. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ, Amen 
 

 
 
 
 

St Matthew's Church: Worshipping God; Equipping his people; 
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall 
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