Prayer Diary

April 2022
St. Matthew’s Church – Worshipping God; Equipping his people
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall.

From Christ the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part
does its work. Ephesians 4:16
Friday 1st April: A Prayer for Ukraine
Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or
afraid, that you will be close to them and protect them.
We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide
their choices.
We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in
solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.
May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the
people of Ukraine and for all the world. Amen
Please pray for the church and centre continuity group.
Saturday 2nd April: St Matthew’s Day of Prayer
Dear Lord, please be with all those involved in this day of prayer. The world
at the moment is such a changed place and we continue to pray and invite
you into our hearts. We all have so much to learn about prayer and ask that
you help all of us to become aware of its power and the joy of talking with you
and seeking your will. Please help us all to pray more often and to ask you to
guide us in our daily lives. Amen.
Please pray for the residents of Brace Street
Sunday 3rd April: Ben Preaching at Kingsway, Wombourne
Dear Father, today we pray for Ben as he preaches at Wombourne. We thank
you for the inspiration and guidance that Ben has brought to St Matthew’s in
the time that he has been here and ask that you will provide him with
renewed vigour and all the energy that he will need in his new job. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Corporation Street
Monday 4th April: Finance and Standing Committee Meeting
Lord Jesus, we give thanks for all our Finance Committee and Standing
Committee members. We know that being members of these committees is
a large commitment and we thank you Lord for their dedication. Help them,
by giving them all the energy and enthusiasm that they need to undertake all
that they do for our church in your name. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Waterly Lane

Tuesday 5th April: The Seasons.
Dear Lord, as we get ready for the longer and warmer days of spring and
summer, we thank you for the changing seasons and for being part of your
creation that is full of rhythm and cycles. We have cycles in our lives too as
we evolve and move through all the amazing changes that you have in store
for us. You are the architect of a world that works perfectly and we pray that
we can move in harmony with all that you have planned for our lives. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Tasker Street
Wednesday 6th April: Lent Lunch – Living in Love and Faith &
Wednesday Bible Study Group
Holy Father, please be with all those attending this lunch today. Give us all
the strength and compassion needed to care for others and the reassurance
that, as we care for them so you are caring for us. We also pray for our Bible
course. Your words hold such reassurance and hope to all of us, so help us
to understand the passages we read and to find comfort in the knowledge
that you are always with us in good times and especially in the difficult ones.
Amen.
Please pray for the residents of Woodcutter Close
Thursday 7th April: Make us Better People
Dear Lord, help us to love one another and let us open our eyes to see all the
right and wrong that we have done. Help us to live our lives as you would
want by being caring, loving, and respectful to others and to follow in Jesus’
footsteps by being kind and treat others as we would like to be treated
ourselves. Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, St Andrew’s Church.
Friday 8th April: Federation Easter Service & Funeral of John Llewellyn
Dear Lord, may today’s Easter Service be a special time for all that attend.
We thank you for sending your son to earth as a baby so many years ago.
Thank you that he paid the punishment for our sins by dying on the cross and
that he was raised again to prove that death was truly defeated. We thank
you for the life of John Llewellyn and the part he played in the life of our
church. Please be with all his family and friends at his funeral service today.
Amen.
Please pray for the planning group.

Saturday,9th. April: Wedding Enquirers.
Dear Father, we pray for all those who are considering being married in St
Matthew’s Church. Please be with them taking this huge step in their lives
and may they know of your love for them. Amen
Sunday, 10th. April: Palm Sunday.
Father, strengthen our faith on this Palm Sunday so that when the time
comes to carry the cross we might still call out to you with heartfelt praise.
Give us the grace and the courage to follow you this Holy Week from death to
resurrection, from darkness to the fullness of light. Hosanna!
Please pray for the residents of Midland Road
Monday, 11th. April: Wedding of Victoria and Ian.
Lord of life and love pour down your blessings on Victoria and Ian today. May
they be stronger for the love and affection from all around them on this their
wedding day. May your Holy Spirit touch their hearts and the hearts of all
their guest. Amen
Please pray for the residents of South Street
Tuesday, 12th. April: Prayer Team Meeting.
Father, as the various groups look towards the staffing structure of St
Matthew’s we call to you for guidance through prayer. As the prayer team
meet this morning may they hear your voice as they pray for the strength and
purpose for all those involved. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Camben Street
Wednesday, 13th.April: Lent Lunch.
Father at this last Lent Lunch today we pray for Rev Rob Hall of St Paul’s, the
Crossing ,as he speaks of “Joseph of Arimathea”. May his words be spoken
with your authority and the listeners hear with the love and compassion of
Joseph. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Rutter Street
Thursday, 14th. April: Maundy Thursday.
Lord Jesus Christ, you did not come to be served but to serve. Give us grace
to lay aside all our vanity, clothe us with your power and crown us with your
humility, in the glory of serving we may stand beside your throne. Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, St John’s Church, Pleck.

Friday, 15th. April: Walk of Witness.
We pray Lord for your blessing on the Walk of Witness through the town. We
pray it may be a clear demonstration of our faith and may those who see it be
challenged to think about their response to Jesus and what their reaction
should be. Amen
Please pray for those taking on responsibility for the finances of the church
and centre.
Saturday 16th April: Easter Saturday
In the stillness and quiet of Easter Saturday, between the sadness of Good
Friday and the glory of Easter Sunday, may we listen for you and may we
wait on you. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Spout Lane
Sunday, 17th April: Easter Day
Lo Jesus meets us, risen from the Tomb, lovingly he greets us, scatters
fear and gloom
We thank you for the glory of Easter. As you did to Mary on that first Easter
morning all those years ago, may you will appear afresh to us, and may we
fully realise the true significance of that wonderful day. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Milton Street
Monday, 18th April: Road to Emmaus
Dear Lord, like the two who were travelling to Emmaus, we ask that you walk
with us through life and open our eyes to your words and, when like Thomas
we doubt, may you please forgive us and reach out to touch us. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Junction Street
Tuesday, 19th April: Those in need this Easter
Dear God, by whose power Jesus was raised from the dead so that the worst
men could do had no dominion over him, lay your loving hand on all who
need this message most. We pray for those who have lost their dear ones;
those who have lost their health; those who mourn the loss of their youth;
those who have lost opportunities; those who have lost faith; those who are
wounded in the battle of life. May they know that nothing can separate them
from your love. Amen
Please pray for the residents of South Street Gardens

Wednesday, 20th April: The Archbishop’s prayer for Ukraine
God or peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. We pray
for peace and the laying down of weapons; we pray for those who fear
tomorrow, that your spirit of comfort would draw near to them. We pray for
those in positions of power, that they may have wisdom, discernment and
compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We pray
this in the name of Jesus, Prince of Peace. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Thorpe Road
Thursday, 21st April: Those without hope
God of hope and the future, we remember those in our town who feel they
have no hope and who feel they have no future. We pray especially for those
caught up in cycles of crime, abuse and drugs, and ask that somehow those
cycles will be broken and hope will be born. We give thanks for the work of
James Gwilt amongst the young in Walsall and Wolverhampton and ask he
will be blessed and kept safe in his bold and brave outreach. Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, St John’s Church, Walsall Wood.
Friday, 22nd April: Baptisms
Dear Lord, we give thanks for Daniel, Luke, Alice and Lauren who have been
baptised in April at St Matthew’s over recent years, or who have made
reaffirmations of faith. Please may they forever feel you with them and we
pray that their faith will continue to grow and deepen as they journey with
you. Amen
Plays pray for those who have the responsibility for the bulletin and daily
emails.
Saturday, 23rd April: Those coming to work for St Matthew’s
As we think of the church’s staffing structure, we pray for those who you have
chosen already to work for St Matthew’s in the future. We pray that they are
being prepared emotionally and spiritually for the work you want them to do
and we ask that through trust in you and guidance by you we will be brought
together. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Arundel Street

Sunday, 24th April: God So Loved The World (John3:16)
Father, we know that You love us unconditionally and yet we sometimes find
things in life so overwhelming we forget. Help us always to be strengthened
by this fact .You love us and this we can always rely on when tears,
heartbreak, pain, fear and sorrow paralyses us. May we never forget that this
is meant for today, tomorrow and forever. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Windsor Street
Monday, 25th April: Love Black Country Meeting/ PCC.
We give thanks for all those who meet together to bring your words into
action. Thank you for all the projects that are happening in the Black Country,
sharing the wonderful news of Jesus. We also bring all the members of St
Matthew’s PCC before you as they meet this evening, may you give them
wisdom and foresight into what is required to help our church and church
centre become one. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Brookhouse Road
Tuesday, 26th April: Walsall Clergy Chapter.
We bring before you the clergy from Walsall Deanery as they meet together
for fellowship, teaching, learning and prayer. Father, may they feel the
embrace of your Holy Spirit as they share this time together, may they feel
your blessings as they continue to share the good news that you are our
sovereign Lord and with you at the helm nothing else is required. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Cornwall Road
Wednesday, 27th April: Diocesan Civic Church Meeting.
We pray for all those attending this meeting today. We give thanks for all
those working in our diocese ensuring the message of your never ending love
and forgiveness is shared with all. May your wisdom be extended to all those
in attendance and Your Will done. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Edinburgh Road

Thursday, 28th April: Emerge.
We pray for the initiative ‘Emerge’, the leadership training for 16-25 years run
by Love Black Country. Lord we pray for continued strength, blessings and
foresight as these youngsters continue to learn more about leadership and
stepping out in your name. We especially give thanks for the four members
from St Matthew’s who are included in this training. Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, All Saint’s. Holy Ascension. St
James’. St Thomas’
Friday, 29th April: Cluster & Clergy Lunch.
Father, may all the clergy in our cluster enjoy time spent together today. May
their discussions be one with you at the centre and may your Holy Spirit fill
them all with your presence. We give thanks for Jim and Joe for all their hard
working in leading and teaching us at St Matthew’s. Amen
Please pray for those administrating the church and centre.
Saturday, 30th April: Curate’s Essay Deadline.
Lord, we pray for all curates who are continuing their training whilst taking on
many different roles in their various churches. May they find support in their
churches and communities and know that their presence and input is very
much appreciated. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Orwell Road

