Prayer Diary

May 2022
St. Matthew’s Church – Worshipping God; Equipping his people
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall.

Tuesday 1st November: Planning for Messy Church.

“When your steps are guided by the Lord and you delight in his way,
though you stumble, you shall not fall headlong, for the Lord holds you
fast by the hand.”
Psalm 37: 23-24
Sunday, 1st. May: Baptism of Kyree and Khari
Heavenly Father, On this day of new beginnings, bless Kyree and Khan with
your grace and love, surround them with goodness and guide them along the
way, keeping them safe from harm. Smile upon them and through your
teachings may they find contentment and lead a life full of faith, happiness
and love for all. Amen
Please pray for the church and centre continuity group.
Monday, 2nd May: Spring - The Season of Hope and New Life
Dear Lord, as we enjoy our May Day Bank Holiday, we thank you for the
recent beautiful weather. We look forward to more sunny days with blue
skies; we thank you for our wonderful world. Spring is a season of change,
hope and rebirth. May the sunshine and the rain be reminders that you are at
work renewing the earth and as a God of renewal, you are ever at work in our
lives too. Open our eyes and lives to where we need to make changes and
awaken us to new life and perspective. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Boscobel Road
Tuesday, 3rd May: The Homeless and Rough Sleepers.
Dear Father, today after most of us will have spent Easter with our families,
we think of all those who are homeless and have had to spend this special
time alone. We thank you for the kindness and dedication of all the people
who work in the care organisations that support them. Father, hear the voices
of those who need you and help them to feel your love. Amen.
Please pray for the residents of Princes Avenue
Wednesday, 4th. May: All our hope in God is founded.
Funeral of John Farnell
Dear Lord, help us to realise that all that we receive comes from you. In you
alone is our hope. Give us the courage to put all our faith in you and you will
give us the strength and peace to deal with whatever life gives us to deal
with. We pray for the family and friends of John today, that they too find
peace and we give thanks for the commitment that he had to his faith and St
Matthew’s Church. Amen
Please pray for the residents of The Crescent

Thursday, 5th May: Local Election Day
Dear Lord, what an important day it is today for so many people. Please
guide all those who are involved in this election so that they act honourably
and honestly in all that they have to do. There are many countries in the
world that do not have a democratic government, so help us to appreciate
how fortunate we are and not to take our power to influence decisions for
granted. Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, St. Martin’s Church.
Friday, 6th May: Vote Counting and Election Results
Dear Father, many people will be feeling very tired today, especially those
who have been up late counting votes and organising yesterday’s election.
Please continue to be with all those involved and especially those that have
now been elected as local councillors. We ask that you will guide them in the
weeks ahead so that all the decisions they take are made with integrity and
honesty and for the benefits of the whole community. Amen.
Please pray for the residents of The Crescent
Saturday, 7th May: Those facing difficult times in their lives
Dear Father, we pray today for your guidance and help for all those who are
facing a difficult time in their lives, especially those learning to cope with a life
threatening illness. Help them to know that you are always with them and will
help them cope with whatever life throws at them. Amen.
Please pray for the residents of Keble Grove
Sunday, 8th. May: Baptism of Dylan and Grace Gordon
Heavenly Father, on this day of new beginnings, bless Dylan and Grace with
your grace and love, surround them with goodness and guide them along the
way, keeping them safe from harm. We pray for their parents and friends too
in their commitments to lead Dylan and Grace on the path to knowing you
Lord. Amen.
Please pray for the residents of St Catharine’s Close
Monday, 9th. May: Blue Coat Federated schools. APCM
Through the links St Matthew’s has with Blue Coat Infant and Junior schools
we pray that the message of your love Lord is spoken load and clear. This
term’s theme of Truthfulness gives those taking part in their assemblies the
opportunity to speak of the truth in our witness. Amen
We pray for your presence and guidance at the church APCM this evening.
Please pray for the planning group.

Tuesday, 10th. May: Places of Welcome.
When the doors of our church are open Lord, people always come in.
Whether it is to look at the interior of the church or to sit and chat over tea
and biscuits, we give thanks for this group of welcomers who are there
weekly. May the warmth of the welcome and the comfort offered, more
people will seek to find out more about you Lord. Amen
Please pray for the residents of New College Close
Wednesday, 11th. May: Bible Study Group.
Father, we ask for your blessing upon this group as they come together this
morning to study your word recorded in the Bible. Through reading and
discussion may there be a greater understanding of your power and guidance
in our lives. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Road
Thursday, 12th. May: Diocesan Green Team Meeting.
Father, as this team meets today with Rev Joe as our representative, we pray
that strong decisive actions will be formed to guide us away from the
destructive effects of climate change. Amen
We pray for the family and friends of Alan Brotherton as his funeral takes
place today. Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, St Luke’s Church.
Friday, 13th. May: Riding Lights Theatre Production- My Place.
As this theatre group perform in church this evening, open the minds and
hearts of those who are able to attend. We pray for all children who live in
care because of broken family backgrounds, both here in Walsall and across
the Black Country. We pray too for the safety of children who have fled
Afghanistan and Ukraine because of war and conflicts.
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Close
Saturday, 14th. May: Those who are unwell and need your healing.
Dear Lord, during your ministry here on earth you healed many people and
today we ask that you will watch over all those who are unwell. Please be
with all those who are sick, calm those who are suffering, refresh those who
are weary and bring your peace to those who are distressed.
In my prayers I pray for ……………………………………………………...Amen.

Sunday, 15th. May: Social Dining.
Father, you call us to be part of a Christian Community to care and show love
to each other. May those who are engaging in hosting or as a guest these
Sundays during the month of May, experience the joy of a shared meal and
company. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Gorway Gardens
Monday 16th May: Alison Giblet
We remember Alison, our former link missionary, who has worked for so long
in Ukraine. We pray for her safety and for the safety and wellbeing of the
Christians and communities she has worked with across the country in her
years of ministry there. May they also have the courage and faith to be
beacons shining for you in the darkness that engulfs that country at present.
Amen
Please pray for those taking on responsibility for the finances of the church
and centre.
Tuesday, 17th May: Walsall Bereavement Support
Thank you for the tireless work of this organisation and its staff. We pray
that all involved will be given the compassion and the energy they need as
they offer support to those who have lost loved ones. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Highgate Road
Wednesday, 18th May: Immigrants
Dear Lord, we pray for the many who have come to Walsall in recent years
from overseas. Whether they have come for economic reasons or to escape
persecution and conflict, we ask they will feel a peace here and will be able to
start rebuilding their lives. We pray too that you will show us how we can
support them and how we can minister to their needs. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Highgate Road
Thursday, 19th May: Those taking exams
We pray for all who are taking exams over the coming weeks. Dear God,
please calm their fears and focus their minds, so that they may do
themselves justice. Throughout Lord, please let them be comforted by the
fact that, whatever the outcome, you will never leave them or forsake them.
Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, St. Paul’s @ The Crossing Church.

Friday, 20th May: The Archbishop’s prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. We pray
for peace and the laying down of weapons; we pray for those who fear
tomorrow that your spirit of comfort would draw near to them. We pray for
those in positions of power, that they may have wisdom, discernment, and
compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We pray
this in the name of Jesus, Prince of Peace. Amen
We pray for the family and friends of Ken Drapper as they meet today at a
memorial service for his life and commitment to St Matthew’s Church. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Avion Close
Saturday, 21st May: Spring.
We give thanks for the spring and the promise it brings of new life and new
hope. Thank you, dear God, for this wonderful world in which you have put
us, with all its amazing beauty. We are so sorry we have not looked after your
creation as we should, and pray that, as individuals, as a church and as a
society, we will be better stewards of all you have given us, so your fantastic
planet can continue to show your glory into the future. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Follyhouse Lane
Sunday, 22nd May: Today’s services
Thank you, Lord, that we live in a country where we are able to meet together
freely. We pray that today’s services will be blessed times when those who
attend and those who listen on-line can meet with you and come closer to
you. We pray too for those who are new to our congregation. May they see
your love in St Matthew’s, and, whatever their background, may they be
welcomed warmly into the church family. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Vincent Street
Monday, 23rd May: Baptisms
Dear Lord, we give thanks for Ethan and for Arthur-Lousi who have been
baptised last May at St Matthew’s. We thank you so much that they joined
our family. We pray they may always feel you with them, and may their faith
will continue to grow and deepen as they journey with you. Amen
Plays pray for those who have the responsibility for the bulletin and daily
emails.

Tuesday, 24th. May: St Matthew’s Centre.
Dear Father, As we proceed in changing how our church and the church
centre run together we pray for your wisdom and guidance as we come
together sharing ideas for the best way forward. We give thanks for Lauren
Parker as she leads this group and pray for your discernment on how we can
enhance the presence of St Matthew’s as a whole into the local community.
We also give thanks for all those keeping the centre running by opening and
closing it plus setting rooms ready for various activities. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Vincent Street
Wednesday, 25th. May: Youth Work.
We pray for the youth of St Matthew’s as they move forward with new leaders
in place. We pray for more youth to attend local groups and also St Matthew’s
so they can come to know you more. Pour out your Holy Spirit and bring
revival to our church, our local community and to us. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Belvidere Road
Thursday, 26th. May: Home Groups.
We give thanks for all the home groups that run during the week as an
extension to our worship at St Matthew’s. Thank you for all the leaders and
for all those that open their homes so we can meet. Thank you that the key to
persevering is not to know the timing but to know you, the one whose timing
is perfect and whose love never fails. Help us to trust you, we pray. Amen
Pray for churches in the Walsall Deanery, St Peter’s Church.
Friday, 27th. May: Wardens.
Father we give thanks for all our wardens for the many hours they give
making sure our church runs smoothly for all services and events. We give
thanks for their love and dedication to you and for their service to us all. Many
duties they perform are vital but often done behind the scenes and may not
be noticed so may they know our gratitude. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Jesson Road

Saturday, 28th. May: Thanksgiving. Worship Team
We welcome Rafael Melendez into your church family at this special
thanksgiving today.
Lord, we are very blessed at St Matthew’s for the musicians and singers who
lead us at our services. We pray that more people will want to step out in faith
and offer to serve you in this way or helping with the many other ‘jobs’ that
are required after services and throughout the week. Thank you to this team
who rehearse and organise our hymns for our services. Amen
Please pray for the residents of Sandymount Road
Sunday, 29th. May: Asian Congregation
Lord, we give thanks for all our Asian brothers and sisters and pray that their
numbers will continue to grow. We thank you for their dedication in bringing
your word to more and more people through their broadcasts and their
actions. Thank you Father that your love embraces everyone and includes all.
Amen
Please pray for the residents of Emery Street
Monday, 30th. May: Evening Service. (Church Centre)
We bring before you this Sunday service held in the church centre. We pray
that more people will want to join in this worship and come to know you. Lord,
you are our life jacket in the storms of life. Keep us mindful that we are
always in your care and that you will save us and rejoice over us. Amen
Please pray for those who have taken on responsibility for administration of
the church and centre.
Please pray for the residents of Emery Close
Tuesday, 31st. May: Do Not Be Afraid.
Jesus said to Jairus, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed’.
Father we bring before you all those who are unwell and need your healing
touch. Help us to know we can completely trust in you, all our worries and
anxieties can be given to you and you will take this burden from us. Amen
Please pray for the residents of The Pines

