St Matthew’s Walsall - Bulletin
Sunday 15th May 2022
Worshipping God;
Equipping His people;
Growing His Kingdom;
Serving Walsall

What’s on this week…
Sun 15th

8.00am
9.00am
10.45am
1.00pm
6.30pm

- Book of Common Prayer Communion
- Holy Communion (Common Worship)
- Morning Praise with Communion (Church)
- Asian Congregation (Church Centre)
- Evening Service (Church Centre)

Mon 16th

7.30pm

-Leadership team meeting

Tues 17th

8.40am
- Blue Coat Academy Key Stage Assembly (Church)
10.00am-4.00pm - Places of Welcome (Church)

Wed 18th

10.00am
7.30pm

- Bible study (Church)
- Bellringing Practice (Church)

Thurs 19th

9.30am
2.00pm
7.30pm

- Stay and Play (Centre)
- OWLs (Centre)
- Legacy Project Presentation (Church)

Fri 20th

8.40am
9.30am
11.00am
7.30pm

- Blue Coat Academy Assembly (Church)
- Church Open, Cleaning and Flower Arrangers (Church)
- Memorial service for Kenneth Draper (Church)
- Signs for Worship Walsall (Online)

Sat 21st

8.30am
10.30am

- Breakfast and Banter (Toby Carvery)
- Wedding Enquirers (Church) – please book with Rev Jim

Further ahead
23rd May 7.30pm
5th June
5th June

- PCC
- Jubilee celebrations
- Pentecost Love Walsall joint celebration service

Prayer requests
Prayer Requests Please pray for those known to you and the wider church who are struggling
at this time. Please also remember in your prayers Alwyn Platt, June Nicholas, Deborah
Maragh, Helen Robinson, Liz Blewitt, Sheena, Kim, Marian Masters, Heather Samuels, and
Margaret Madeley. Please pray for the family and friends of Alan Brotherton
Memorial service – Ken Drapper
The memorial service for Ken Drapper will be at 11am on Friday 20th May at St Matthew's
Church. If anyone has any particular memories they would like to share about Ken, please
write them down and pass them to Rev Jim.
Planning Consultation: Legacy Project
In the nave on Thursday 19 May 7.30pm, BHB Architects will present plans for the
development and reordering of St Matthew's Church. This is a vital part of a Consultation
process and there will be opportunities for congregation members to ask questions and
express preferences. Plans go out to the wider public for further consultation at a later
stage. The plans will be on display on the Thursday evening and on the following Sunday, 22
May, for congregation comments.
Service changes
Following consultation with the 8am and 9am services, the PCC have agreed with the
suggestion that we should combine the two services to create a 8.45am services. This service
will be a traditional service in style with robes and organ music and go by the name of “Parish
Communion”. This will take place from the first Sunday in June which is also Pentecost and
the Jubilee celebrations. The service patten will be:
BCP Holy Communion - 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of a month
Common Worship Holy Communion - 2nd and 4th Sunday of a month
Confirmation
The next Deanery Confirmation will be held on Sunday morning on 12th June at St Michael’s
Church, Rushall. Any members of St Matthew’s wanting to be confirmed should speak to
Rev Joe.
A prayer for St Matthew’s in a season of change
Loving God, As St. Matthew’s enters this season of change in staff and operations structures
we thank you for the new opportunities it brings. We pray in particular now for those
leading our working groups. For Lauren, chairing the future planning group and for Jimm
and Beth, leading in continuity and administration. We pray that you would give them
wisdom, energy, vision and perseverance to see your work done in this place. Amen.
School Governors
If there is anyone within the St Matthew’s Church membership who might be interested in
serving as a Foundation Governor for the infant and junior school, please can they speak to
Rev Jim.

Rightnow Media

As part of making sure we have value
for money, if you use RightNow
media, please can you let Rev Jim
know. He is trying to assess if it is
worth continuing with this free to
members account. If you are interested in accessing this resources with thousands of videos
and teaching for all ages and stages, but don’t know how, please speak to Rev Jim.
Safeguarding updates - A number of important updates for churches are now on the
Safeguarding section of the Diocesan website. These include national policy updates,
changes to DBS requirements, Safer Recruitment and PCC membership. St Matthew’s PCC
and Safeguarding officers are in the process of implementing these changes.
3rd Saturday of Each Month Breakfast get together at Broadway Toby Carvery. Please
contact Neal Stockley for more information on 07717192513
St Matthew’s Stay and Play group is on Thursdays during term time from 9.30-11.00 am in
the Church Centre. There will be lots of different activities for all ages from birth to 5
including optional messy play. The cost will be £2 per adult and child and £1 for each
additional child, payable at the start of each session. For more information please speak to
Priscilla (07984 626637) or Rachel (07967 111258).
Faith Trail
Our neighbours from the Ahmadiyya Muslim Women Association Walsall have arranged a
Faith Trail on Wednesday 25th of May from 10am to which women of St Matthew's are
invited to join. It will start from the Baitul Muqeet Mosque in Vicarage Place and will
include walking visits to religious buildings in the small area near to St Matthews, including
calling into St Matthew's church. (Light refreshments will be served at 10am) It is important
for people of all faiths and none to get to understand and respect the beliefs of others.
One step in this process is meeting people or visiting a place of worship and seeing and
hearing how others try to find God and how their beliefs and practices are incredibly
precious to them. The trail aims to finish by 1pm at the Guru Nanak Sikh temple Caldmore
(Vegetarian Lunch will be served.) Please let Diane Edlin know if you would like to join in.
Thank you.
ChurchSuite
You should have received an email inviting you to set
your password and sign up to ChurchSuite. If you haven't
received an invitation, please speak to Mike Ray
(webmaster@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk).
Daily Prayer Emails Sign up at: https://www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk/signup

May Prayer Diary The current prayer diary is available here
Baby Sitting Service If anyone would like an evening out and require babysitters please
contact Diane Edlin on 07908116031. People available for this service are all DBS checked
and part of St Matthew’s Pastoral team.

Wider Church & Local News

Deanery Choir
This year, following the releasing of restrictions, we hope to celebrate the Deanery Summer
Eucharist on Thursday 14th July at St Gabriel’s Church, Fullbrook. So that we can celebrate
the Eucharist as a Deanery we would like to bring together the choirs of all the Walsall
Churches to form one choir for this Service. The music will be well known with a mix of
traditional and contemporary hymnody, with at least a couple of rehearsals before the day
itself. Please note the choir will be based up in the Choir Gallery at the back of St Gabriel’s.
If you would be interested in joining us for this special Service please contact Chris Booth by
31st May by emailing stgabriels.directorofmusic@gmail.com With my best wishes
Walsall Greenhouse - is intended to help develop and grow Fresh Expressions of church
(FX) - church that will hopefully begin to reach the unchurched of Walsall by allowing
church to grow afresh in a way that meets people’s needs and resonates with them in ways
that our traditional church structures do not always manage to do. On 4 July at 7.30pm at
The Table coffee shop in Walsall town centre, Mike Moynagh, a well respected FX academic
and practitioner, will be joining us to help us start to discern God’s leading in mission
through FX of church in Walsall. Would you like to come? Are there people in your church
who you know have a heart for Fresh Expressions who would like to come? If so, please
register that you will be coming (and/or get someone else to register to) using the following
link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/337133985827
Hear the Word of the Lord
Wed 21st Sept is St Matthew’s Day. Hear the whole gospel read through from start to finish
with people from across the diocese – an amazing way to experience the message and bring
the gospel to life as early Christians might have done. This event is a celebration of
Matthew’s gospel and is open to anyone but booking will be essential. It will take place at
Telford Minster gathering from 10am and closing by 4pm. If you are called Matthew, your
partner is called Matthew, your surname is Matthews, or if you would like to represent St
Matthew’s church and read a chapter of the gospel on this day? Please speak to Rev Jim.
Matthew’s Gospel Study Day
On Saturday 5 November there will be a study day for preachers, ministers and anyone on a
journey of faith to explore the themes and meanings of Matthew’s Gospel. Led by Dr
Stephen Barton, Honorary Fellow at Durham University. This event will take place at St
Thomas Doxey, Stafford, gathering from 10am and closing by 3pm.
Mission in Matthew
Matthew’s Gospel informs mission in extraordinary ways. We often think of the Great
Commission, but this gospel has other unique passages that come together to inform and
challenge much of our mission and evangelism. What does Matthew mean for our thinking
and practice? This event will take place in the Wolverhampton Episcopal area on
Wednesday 18 January 2023 (venue tbc) gathering from 10am and closing by 3pm.

Black Country Foodbank
The food banks are desperate for donations due to a large rise in people seeking help. For
more for information see www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk
Seeking DAC advisers – Lichfield Diocese would like to hear from specialists in building
services who can offer technical advice to the Lichfield Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC).
Expressions of interest are invited from individuals in the following areas: Lighting, Electrics,
Lightning protection, Audio-visual and internet connectivity. We welcome applications from
competent and experienced professionals (in practice or retired) who can commit, in a
voluntary capacity, to giving written advice on casework and undertaking site visits. More
details, and how to apply, are on the diocesan website. Please express your interest
by Monday 16 May.
Dementia Action Week runs from 16-22 May. The Diocese of Lichfield Dementia Action
Week Prayer can be prayed in our churches and shared locally that week. For more
information on our dementia-friendly churches network – with more than 90 churches
across the diocese commited to take three actions on dementia this year – email Sarah
Thorpe, our Dementia-Friendly Church Enabler, or call her or 0798 224 8949.
As One’ is coming our way! Have you seen the ‘As One’ banners, saying, ‘Fill your street
with friendliness’? You might be wondering what it’s all about. Take a look at www.asone.uk and help spread the As
One vision everywhere!" Facebook: /asoneuk Twitter: @asoneukcampaign
Instagram:@asoneuk.
Exploring Pioneer Ministry
For anyone who wants to explore the development of pioneer ministry in their area, the
Following online courses are for lay people and ministers. Pioneering Parishes Starting
Out - A series of four webinars over two months aimed at helping parishes start to move
their energy outwards and become more pioneering. Pioneering Parishes Next Steps - A
series of webinars for church leaders grappling with the challenge of developing a
pioneering culture and a mixed ecology of church.
Ministry Experience Scheme
Lichfield Dioceses applications for 2023 Ministry Experience Scheme are now open. You
may have seen on our website and social media the details of the Ministry Experience
Scheme in West Bromwich. The scheme is for women and men aged 18-30. During the
course of the year participants will have the opportunity to experience parochial ministry
alongside pioneer ministry, schools and children’s ministry, chaplaincy and much more,
mentored by an experienced incumbent. If you know any young people would benefit from
the scheme, please direct them to our website: https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/ministryexperience-scheme. For further information and details on how to apply please contact
the Bishops’ Director of Ordinands: romita.shrisunder@lichfield.anglican.org

Joseph Leckie Lecture
The delayed Joseph Leckie lecture, organised by
Churches Together in Walsall, will take place at
7.30pm on Thursday 16th June in Central Hall
Methodist Church, Ablewell Street. The speaker
will be Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald and the topic
will be “From Choir boy to Cardinal – From
Walsall to the Vatican”.
Lichfield Cathedral pray each day for a different
deanery in the Cathedral. They will be praying for
Walsall deanery on Saturday 7th May, and
Thursday 9th June, in our public and our private
prayers. If any-one would like to join with them
the meet in the Cathedral for the Eucharist at
12.30 or Evening Prayer/Evensong at 5.30pm.
You can also join the evening service online,
at Lichfield Cathedral Daily Worship | Facebook.
Black Country Innovate in collaboration with
Atkin Associates is able to offer 15 free placements for volunteers or paid members of staff
in Places of Worship who offer youth activities to access Level 2 Award in Youth Work
Principles. This youth work training course has been funded through National Youth Agency
Bursary Fund and has received match funding from Walsall Council Resilient Communities
Department. This training will take place on Wednesday evenings from 6:30pm - 9:30pm
for 8 constructive weeks and is equivalent to GCSE standard, this course will take place in a
venue in Walsall (venue TBC) Please register for this course as soon as possible as places
are limited, it is open to all Places of Worship in Walsall. A maximum of 2 volunteers from
each Place of Worship can register. To register for the course please follow this link
https://forms.gle/6gmJfKYnJmkKNmJG6. If you have any questions or queries please do not
hesitate to contact Mandy on 07970 55 33 55.

Key Contacts:
Rector: Jim Trood 07939 587208, rector@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Tuesday)
Curate: Joe Smith 07946 398442, curate@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk (day off Friday)
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Anne Tolley 07518 339606
Email Prayer Requests (non-confidential): prayer@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk
Safeguarding Officer: Barbara Parker 01922 649909,
safeguarding@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk
Church Office: 01922 626039 office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk
Items for the bulletin: bulletin@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk
Website: www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk

