St Matthew’s – Morning Praise & Baptism
10.45am Sunday 8th May 2022

Service Leader: Rev Jim Trood
Preacher: John Edlin
Theme: New Beginnings
Welcome to St Matthews. Please join us for tea or coffee after this
service. Children leave for Children’s Church after the All Together song,
returning at midday. Please place any financial gifts in the collection box
at the back, use the contactless machine or donate via the church
website.
Welcome, and Notices
Opening Words & Prayer
Faithful God,
who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit,
and made known to every race and nation the way of eternal life;
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may tell of your glory,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song
You are my vision O King of my heart
Nothing else satisfies only You Lord
You are my best thought by day or by night
Waking or sleeping Your presence my light
You are my wisdom You are my true word
I ever with You and You with me Lord
You're my great Father and I'm Your true son
You dwell inside me together we're one
You are my battle-shield sword for the fight
You are my dignity You're my delight
You're my soul's shelter and You're my high tower
Come raise me heavenward O Power of my power

I don't want riches or man's empty praise
You're my inheritance now and always
You and You only the first in my heart
High King of heaven my treasure You are
High King of heaven when victory's won
May I reach heaven's joy O bright heaven's Son
Heart of my own heart whatever befall
Still be my vision O Ruler of all
Confession & Absolution (Saying Sorry)
The Spirit of the Lord fills the world
and knows our every word and deed.
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord
and confess our sins in penitence and faith.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you,
through our own fault,
in thought, and word, and deed,
and in what we have left undone.
We are heartily sorry,
and repent of all our sins.
For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.
Forgiveness
The almighty and merciful Lord
grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins,
time for amendment of life,
and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptism
Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give to your
faithful people new life in the water of baptism. Guide and strengthen us
by the same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in faith
and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is
alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever.
Amen.
Presentation of Candidate
[The minister addresses the congregation]
Faith is the gift of God to his people.
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling.
People of God, will you welcome these children and uphold them in
their new life in Christ?
With the help of God, we will.
Parents and Godparents, the Church receives these children with joy.
Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith. Will you pray for
them, draw them by your example into the community of faith and walk
with them in the way of Christ?
With the help of God, we will.
Parents and Godparents, in baptism these children begin their journey
in faith. You speak for them today. Will you care for them, and help
them to take their place within the life and worship of Christ's Church?
With the help of God, we will.
[Water is poured into the font]
Prayer over the water
We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. He was
baptized in the River Jordan, where your Spirit came upon him and
revealed him as the Son you love. He sent his followers to baptize all
who turn to him.
Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water, that those who are
baptized in it may be cleansed in the water of life, and, filled with your
Spirit, may know that they are loved as your children, safe in Christ for
ever. Amen.

Decision
Parents and Godparents, in baptism, God calls us out of darkness into
his marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to
new life with him. Therefore I ask: Do you reject the devil and all
rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.
Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.
Signing with the cross
Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of his cross.
[The sign of the cross is made on the candidate’s forehead]
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
against sin, the world and the devil,
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.
May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, restore in
you the image of his glory, and lead you in the light and obedience of
Christ. Amen.

Profession of Faith
[The congregation stand]
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the
people of God and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
[The congregation sit]
Baptism
[Name], I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour
upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ's
pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and
come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. Amen.
Giving of candle
Receive this light. This is to show you have passed out of darkness
into light. God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has
given us a place with the saints in light.
Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.

Welcome
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:
by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body.
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith. We are children of
the same heavenly Father. We welcome you!

All Together Song - God Is Good
Here we are people of faith
Some with smiles others with fears at their face
Here we come ready to bring who we are
God is good
God is good to us
All through time
Every hour every minute
God is good
God is good
Here we are children of God
Family joining together as one
Here we come ready to sing who You are
Bridge
O praise Him for He is good
O praise Him for He is good
O praise Him for He is good
O praise Him for He is good
He is good
Children leave for their groups and return at midday.

Intercessions (Neale Wright)
These responses may be used
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

At the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
A prayer for St Matthew’s
As we enter this season of change in staff and operations structures,
we thank you for the new opportunities it brings.
We thank you in particular for the two new job posts of operations
administrator and musical director – we pray that they would be
fruitful in the worship and service of this community. Amen.
Collect
Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father's sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Sung Worship
Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness,
Opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore You,
Hope of a life spent with you.
So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down,
Here I am to say that You're my God:
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me.
King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
Glorious in heaven above,
Humbly You came to the earth You created,
All for love's sake became poor.
Bridge
And I'll never know how much it cost,
To see my sin upon that cross. (repeat)
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus' name.
Christ alone, Cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love
Through the storm He is Lord,
Lord of all
When darkness seems to hide his face
I rest on his unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil.
When he shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may I then in him be found.
Dressed in his righteousness alone
Faultless, I stand before the throne.

1st Bible Reading: Psalm 146 p.629 (Elaine Brookes)
1
Praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD, my soul.
2I

will praise the LORD all my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
3 Do not put your trust in princes,
in human beings, who cannot save.
4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
on that very day their plans come to nothing.
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God.
6 He

is the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea, and everything in them –
he remains faithful for ever.
7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets prisoners free,
8
the LORD gives sight to the blind,
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down,
the LORD loves the righteous.
9 The LORD watches over the foreigner
and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
10 The

LORD reigns for ever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the LORD.
[At the end]
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

2nd Bible Reading: Luke 7:11-23 p.1035 (Patti Lane)
11 Soon

afterwards, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his
disciples and a large crowd went along with him. 12 As he
approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out –
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd
from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his heart
went out to her and he said, ‘Don’t cry.’
14 Then

he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on,
and the bearers stood still. He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get
up!’ 15 The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him
back to his mother.
16 They

were all filled with awe and praised God. ‘A great prophet
has appeared among us,’ they said. ‘God has come to help his
people.’ 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the
surrounding country.
18 John’s

disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of
them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to
come, or should we expect someone else?’
20 When

the men came to Jesus, they said, ‘John the Baptist sent us
to you to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect
someone else?”’
21 At

that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, illnesses
and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he
replied to the messengers, ‘Go back and report to John what you
have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, those
who have leprosy[a] are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone
who does not stumble on account of me.’
[At the end]
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Sermon: Mr John Edlin

Prayer Ministry is now available in the side chapel.
Song
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
O my soul,
Worship His holy name.
Sing like never before,
O my soul.
I'll worship Your holy name.
The sun comes up it's a new day dawning;
It's time to sing Your song again.
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes.
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger.
Your name is great and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing;
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.
And on that day when my strength is failing,
The end draws near and my time has come;
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending:
Ten thousand years and then forevermore.
Offertory Prayer

Blessing
Draw your Church together, O God,
into one great company of disciples,
together following our Lord Jesus Christ
into every walk of life,
together serving him in his mission to the world,
and together witnessing to his love
on every continent and island.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.

St Matthew's Church: Worshipping God; Equipping his people;
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall
St. Matthew’s Church, St Matthew’s Close, WALSALL WS1 3DG
Tel: (01922) 626 039 email: office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk
www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk

