
St Matthew’s – Holy Communion 

10.45am Sunday 31st July 2022 
Service Leader: Rev Joe Smith 

Preacher: Sam Fawkes 
Theme: Uniquely Luke 1 

 

Welcome to St Matthews. Please join us for tea or coffee after this 
service.  During the summer, Children’s Church takes a break but we 
reduce the length of the service to allow for this.  There are activity sheets 
available for the children to do during the service. During our final song an 
offertory will be taken.  Please place any financial gifts in the bags passed 
round.  If you prefer you may use the contactless machine at the back of 
church or donate via the church website. 

 

Welcome, Notices and Banns 

 
 

Opening Words & Prayer 

Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 

And also with you. 

 
Faithful one, whose word is life: 

Come with saving power 

To free our praise 

Inspire our prayer 

And shape our lives 

For the kingdom of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
  



 

Song   

Bless the Lord oh my soul 
Oh my soul 

Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before 

Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 

 
The sun comes up 

It's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass 
And whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing 
When the evening comes 

 
You're rich in love 

And You're slow to anger 
Your name is great 

And Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness 
I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons 
For my heart to find 

 
And on that day 

When my strength is failing 
The end draws near 

And my time has come 
Still my soul will 

Sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years 

And then forevermore 
Forevermore 

 
  



 

Confession & Absolution (Saying Sorry) 

 

St Paul says 

“Be imitators of God; 

Love as Christ loved; 

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit; 

Put away all anger and bitterness, 

All slander and malice.” 

So let us confess our sins to God, 

Who forgives us in Christ. 

 
Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord, 
We come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
And confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
And not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
As faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
And doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

Forgiveness 

The Lord enrich you with his grace, 

And nourish you with his blessing; 

The Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 

The Lord accept your prayers, 

And absolve you from your offences, 

For the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour: 

Amen. 

 



Together talk 

 

All Together Song  

 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 

I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 

 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way 

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky 

Lord I lift Your name on high 
 

Intercessions (Rita Chilton) 

These responses may be used 
  Lord, in your mercy 
  hear our prayer. 
 
At the end 
  Merciful Father, 
  accept these prayers 
  for the sake of your Son, 
  our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Collect 

Lord of all power and might, 

The author of all good things: 

Graft in our hearts the love of your name, 

Increase in us true religion, 

Nourish us with all goodness, 

And of your great mercy keep us in the same, 

Through Jesus Christ your son, our Lord. 

Amen 
 
 
 



Sung Worship  
 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word 

Take Your truth, plant it deep in us 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 

 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 

All Your purposes for Your glory 
 

Teach us Lord, full obedience 
Holy reverence, true humility 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity 

 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 

Your majestic love and authority 
Words of pow'r that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief 

 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds 

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 

That will echo down through eternity 
 

And by grace we'll stand on Your promises 
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us 

Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory 

 

  



Bible Reading: Luke 7: 11-15 (Neale Wright)  
 

11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and 
a large crowd went along with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a 
dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she 
was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the 
Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 
14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and 
the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The 
dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his 
mother. 
 

 

   [At the end] 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 

Sermon: Sam Fawkes 

 
Creed: 
 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

 



Offertory Song (The collection bags are passed round) 

 
My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust in Jesus name 
 

When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 

 
Christ alone, cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Savior's love 
Through the storm 

He is Lord, Lord of all 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh, may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless, stand before the throne 

 
 
 

Offertory Prayer 

  



Communion 
 
The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, 
our light and our salvation; 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
 
From the beginning you have created all things 
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 
In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
the crown of all creation. 
 
You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels 
and all the powers of heaven 
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 
 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, 
to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
 
He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 



On the night before he died, 
he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
[Great is the mystery of faith:] 
All   Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 
Bring us at the last with all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
All   Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our father in Heaven, 
Hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 
Now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
We break this bread  
To share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many we are one body 
Because we all share in one bread. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
Grant us peace. 
 
God’s holy gifts 

For God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

To the glory of God the Father. 

 
(communion is distributed) 
 

Prayer Ministry is now available in the side chapel. 
 

Here is bread, here is wine  
Christ is with us, he is with us  

Break the bread, drink the wine  



Christ is with us here  
 

Here is grace, here is peace  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
Know his grace, find his peace  

Feast on Jesus here  
 

In this bread there is healing  
In this cup there's life forever  
In this moment, by the Spirit 

Christ is with us here 
 

Here we are, joined in one  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
We'll proclaim, till he comes  

Jesus crucified 
 

Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy one is here 

Come bow before him now 
In reverence and fear 
In Him no sin is found 

We stand on Holy ground 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 

The Holy one is here. 
 

Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around 

He burns with Holy fire 
With splendour He is crowned 

How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant King of light 

Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 

 
Be still for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place 
He comes to cleanse and heal 

To minister His grace 
No work too hard for Him 
In faith receive from Him 

Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 



 

Post communion prayer: 

 
Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life, 

Ever giving himself that the world may live: may we so receive within 

ourselves the power of his death and passion 

That in his saving cup,  

We may share in his glory and be made perfect in his love; 

For he is alive and reigns, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Final hymn: 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

 
Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 

Take it to the Lord in prayer 
 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 
 

Blessing 

 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for the gift of your holy word. 
May it be a lantern to our feet, 



a light to our paths, 
and a strength to our lives. 
Take us and use us 
to love and serve 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
May Christ draw you to humility and worship, 
and bring you to see God at work; 
and the blessing … 
 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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