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Theme: Uniquely Luke 2 
 

Welcome to St Matthews. Please join us for tea or coffee after this 
service. Children’s Church is on summer break so this service will be 
shorter. There are activity sheets available for the children to do during 
the service. During our final song an offertory will be taken. Please place 
any financial gifts in the bags passed round. If you prefer you may use the 
contactless machine at the back of church or donate via the church 
website. 

 

Welcome and Notices  

 

Opening words 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
As God's people we have gathered:   
let us worship him together. 
 
Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

  



Sung Worship 

O Lord, my God (when I in  
awesome wonder 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed. 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour-God, to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour-God to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour-God, to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour-God to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin.  
 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!"  

 

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!"  



 

Saying Sorry 

God shows his love for us 
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Christ came in humility to share our lives: 
forgive our pride. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ came with good news for all people: 
forgive our silence. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 
forgive our self-centredness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

God Forgives 

May the God of love 
bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

All Together Song 

We believe in God the Father,  
a mighty God who never sleeps,  
He delights to hear our laughter,  
He consoles the child that weeps,  
And He loves us like a mother,  
And He sent us Christ our brother,  
Above Him there is no other!  
   
 



We believe in God our Father,  
And in Christ who sets us free.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
Blessed Trinity.  
   
We believe in Christ our Saviour,  
God with us to show us love,  
Died a shameful death to save us,  
Now He sits enthroned above.  
You can come to Him whenever,  
His forgiveness failing never,  
Our Great Shepherd, King forever!  
 
We believe in God our Father,  
And in Christ who sets us free.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
Blessed Trinity.  

 
We believe the Holy Spirit  
Is our comforter and guide.  
Though we walk in fearful darkness,  
Still we have this light inside,  
Joy, Love, Gentleness and Kindness,  
Self-Control, Peace, Patience, Goodness,  
Adding Faithfulness to all this!  
 
We believe in God our Father,  
And in Christ who sets us free.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
Blessed Trinity.  
   
Our Father God who made us,  
His Son who came down to save us,  
The Spirit who sustains us,  
The Holy Three in One.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers (Rita Chilton) 

[These responses may be used] 
   Lord, in your mercy 
   hear our prayer. 

 

[And at the end] 
   Merciful Father, 
   accept these prayers 
   for the sake of your Son, 
   our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Collect 

Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins   
as we forgive those who sin against us  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,   
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.    
Amen. 
 

 



Songs of worship 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me,  
Your goodness will lead me home. 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 

And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me,  
Your goodness will lead me home. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know. 

And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me,  
Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

 
 

 

 



God I look to You, I won’t be overwhelmed 
God, I look to You, I won't be overwhelmed 
Give me vision to see things like You do 
God, I look to You, You're where my help comes from 
Give me wisdom, You know just what to do 
 
And I will love You, Lord my strength 
And I will love You, Lord my shield 
And I will love You, Lord, my rock 
Forever all my days, I will love You, God 
 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Hallelujah our God reigns 
Oh, Hallelujah our God reigns 
Forever all my days, Hallelujah 

 

Bible Reading Luke 7: 36-8:3 (Jenny Charlesworth) 

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, 
he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A 
woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was 
eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster 
jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she 
began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her 
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching 
him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed 
him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had 
the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?” 

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
forgiven.” 



“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you 
see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any 
water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the 
time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil 
on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I 
tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has 
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this 
who even forgives sins?” 

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

8 After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to 
another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The 
Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been cured 
of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom 
seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These 
women were helping to support them out of their own means. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
 
 

Sermon (Neale Wright) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creed 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in one God, 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 



Offertory Song 

Faithful one, so unchanging 
Ageless one, you are my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on you 
I call out to you, again and again 
I call out to you, again and again 
 
You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is, the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 
 
Faithful one, so unchanging 
Ageless one, you are my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on you 
I call out to you, again and again 
I call out to you, again and again 
 
You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is, the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 
 
Your love is, the anchor 
My hope is in You 
My hope is in You 
Our hope is in You alone 
 

 

Offertory Prayer   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blessing & Closing words    

Lord God, 
you hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. 
Let the design of your great love 
shine on the waste of our anger and sorrow, 
and give peace to your Church, 
peace among nations, 
peace in our homes, 
and peace in our hearts,  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life, 
perfect in you the image of his glory; 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  
 
We go into the world 
to walk in God's light, 
to rejoice in God's love 
and to reflect God's glory. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Matthew's Church: Worshipping God; Equipping his people; 
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall 


