
St Matthew’s – Morning Praise & Baptism 

10.45am Sunday 14 August 2022 
Service Leader: Rev Joe Smith  Preacher:  Bishop John Yeo 

Theme: Uniquely Luke 3 
 

Welcome to St Matthews. Please join us for tea or coffee after this 
service. Children’s Church is on summer break so this service will be 
shorter. There are activity sheets available for the children to do during 
the service. During our final song an offertory will be taken. Please place 
any financial gifts in the bags passed round. If you prefer you may use the 
contactless machine at the back of church or donate via the church 
website. 

 

 

Welcome, Notices & Banns 

 
 

Opening Words & Prayer 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 

 
[Silence is kept.] 

 
As God’s people we have gathered:   
let us worship him together. 

 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Song   

Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness, 
Opened my eyes, let me see. 
Beauty that made this heart adore You, 
Hope of a life spent with you. 
  
So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, 
Here I am to say that You’re my God: 

 You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 
  
King of all days, oh so highly exalted, 
Glorious in heaven above, 
Humbly You came to the earth You created, 
All for love’s sake became poor. 
  
(bridge) 
 
 And I’ll never know how much it cost, 
To see my sin upon that cross.  (repeat) 

 

Confession & Absolution (Saying Sorry) 

God shows his love for us 
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
Christ came in humility to share our lives: 
forgive our pride. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ came with good news for all people: 
forgive our silence. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 
forgive our self-centredness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 



God Forgives 

May the God of love 
bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

Baptism 

Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give to your 
faithful people new life in the water of baptism. Guide and strengthen 
us by the same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in 
faith and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and 
for ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
Presentation of Candidate  

[The minister addresses the congregation] 
 
Faith is the gift of God to his people.  
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 
People of God, will you welcome this child and uphold him in his new 
life in Christ? 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Parents and Godparents, the Church receives this child with joy. 
Today we are trusting God for his growth in faith. Will you pray for him, 
draw him by your example into the community of faith and walk with 
him in the way of Christ? 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Parents and Godparents, in baptism this child begins his journey in 
faith. You speak for him today. Will you care for him, and help him to 
take his place within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 
With the help of God, we will. 

 
 

[Water is poured into the font] 



 
Prayer over the water 

We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. He was 
baptized in the River Jordan, where your Spirit came upon him and 
revealed him as the Son you love. He sent his followers to baptize all 
who turn to him. 
 
Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water, that those who are 
baptized in it may be cleansed in the water of life, and, filled with your 
Spirit, may know that they are loved as your children, safe in Christ for 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
Decision 

Parents and Godparents, in baptism, God calls us out of darkness into 
his marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to 
new life with him.  
Therefore I ask: Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 
 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them. 
  
Do you turn to Christ? 
I turn to Christ. 
 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
I submit to Christ.  
 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?  
I come to Christ. 
 
 
Signing with the cross 
Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of his cross. 
 
[The sign of the cross is made on the candidate’s forehead] 
 



Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ  
against sin, the world and the devil,  
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
 
May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,  
restore in you the image of his glory,  
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. Amen. 

 
 
Profession of Faith 

[The congregation stand] 
 
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 
people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith.  
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
[The congregation sit] 
 
 
Baptism 
Jude, I baptise you  
in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 



 
May God,  
who has received you by baptism into his Church,  
pour upon you the riches of his grace,  
that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people  
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit,  
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.   
Amen. 
 
Giving of candle 
Receive this light.  
This is to show you have passed out of darkness into light.  
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness  
and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
Shine as a light in the world  
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
Welcome 
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:  
by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. 
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith.  
We are children of the same heavenly Father.   
We welcome you! 

 

 

All Together Song  

Our God is a great big God 
Our God is a great big God 
Our God is a great big God 
And He holds us in His hands 
 
He is higher than a skyscraper 
He’s deeper than a submarine 
He is wider than the universe 
And beyond my wildest dreams 
And He’s known me  
and He’s loved me 
Since before the world began 
How wonderful to be a part  
of God’s amazing plan 



Intercessions (Alyson Green) 

[These responses may be used] 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 

[And at the end] 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

Collect  

Almighty God, 
Who sent your Holy Spirit 
To be the life and light of your Church: 
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
That we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
In love and joy and peace’ 
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
Who is alive and reigns with you, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins   
as we forgive those who sin against us  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,   
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.    
Amen. 



Sung Worship 

All these pieces, broken and scattered 
In mercy gathered, mended and whole 
Empty-handed but not forsaken 
I’ve been set free, I’ve been set free. 
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me, ooh-oh 
I once was lost but now I am found 
Was blind but now I see. 
 

Oh, I can see You now 
Oh, I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life. 
 
You take our failure, You take our weakness 
You set Your treasure in jars of clay 
So take this heart, Lord, I’ll be Your vessel 
The world to see, Your life in me. 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me, ooh-oh 
I once was lost but now I am found 
Was blind but now I see. 
 
Oh, I can see You now 
Oh, I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life. 
Oh-oh, oh-oh 
Oh-oh, oh-oh 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me, ooh-oh 
I once was lost but now I am found 
Was blind but now I see. 
 
Oh, I can see You now 
Oh, I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life. 



You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 

 
What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
You didn’t want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 
My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now 

 
What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 

 
You have no rival 
You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 



 
What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

 

Bible Reading: Luke 12: 42-56 (Graham Hird)   
42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager,  
whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food 
allowance at the proper time? 43 It will be good for that servant whom 
the master finds doing so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will 
put him in charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant 
says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he 
then begins to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to 
eat and drink and get drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on 
a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware 
of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the 
unbelievers. 

47 “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or 
does not do what the master wants will be beaten with many 
blows. 48 But the one who does not know and does things deserving 
punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has 
been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has 
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 

49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what 
constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think I came to 
bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52 From now on there 
will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two 
and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and 
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 



mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law.” 

54 He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. 55 And when the 
south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. 56 Hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. 
How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? 

[At the end] 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Sermon (Bishop John Yeo) 

 

 

Creed 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in one God, 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 

Prayer Ministry is now available in the side chapel. 
 

Offertory Song (The collection bags are passed round) 

The greatest day in history 
Death is beaten You have rescued me 
Sing it out Jesus is alive 
The empty cross the empty grave 
Life eternal You have won the day 
Shout it out Jesus is alive 
He’s alive 
 
And oh happy day happy day 
You washed my sin away 
Oh happy day happy day 
I’ll never be the same 
Forever I am changed 
    
When I stand in that place 
Free at last meeting face to face 
I am Yours Jesus You are mine 
Endless joy perfect peace 
Earthly pain finally will cease 
Celebrate Jesus is alive 
He’s alive 
 



Oh what a glorious day 
What a glorious way 
That You have saved me 
And oh what a glorious day 
What a glorious name 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 
 

Blessing and Closing Words 

Lord God, 
you hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. 
Let the design of your great love 
shine on the waste of our anger and sorrow, 
and give peace to your Church, 
peace among nations, 
peace in our homes, 
and peace in our hearts,  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life, 
perfect in you the image of his glory; 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  
 
We go into the world 
to walk in God’s light, 
to rejoice in God’s love 
and to reflect God’s glory. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
In the name of Christ, Amen. 

 

St Matthew’s Church: Worshipping God; Equipping his people; 
Growing his kingdom; Serving Walsall 

St. Matthew’s Church, St Matthew’s Close, WALSALL WS1 3DG 
Tel: (01922) 626 039     email: office@stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 

www.stmatthewswalsall.co.uk 


